








































































































































































































































































































257TH CONG.......2ND Suss. 


BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


[Continued from No. 12.]| 


the first and the whole of the second sections of the bill sub- 
mnitted yesterday by Mr. PATTON. 

Mr. HOWARD stated that the principles en which this bill 
was based, bad been the unifurm principles of this Government 
ever since its formation. It had always been the policy of this 
Government to remain at peace with all nations, and to enforce 
its neutrality whenever it become necessary todo so. This 
principle was adopted in the act of 1794, which he wished the 
House to bear in mind. At that timethis country began to feel 
the situation in which it was placed by being called upon by a 
foreign power to enforce its neutrality. Congress then passe | 
a law to prevent the enlistment of men, within the jurisdiction 
of the United States, for the purpese of carrying on hostility 
against any Government with which we might be at peace. 
The bill went on to provide that no vessel, for this purpose, 
should be fitted cut within our waters, and that no vessel of a 
foreign nation shall increase its armament for the purpose of 
carrying on such war. 

This bill vested power in the President to employ the army 
and navy forthe purpose of enforcing this law. This bill, then, 
only provided for the prevention of the fitting out of naval ex- 
nediuuns, and the enlisting of soldiers within our territory, to 
carry On War against a nation with which we might be at 
peace. Afterwards, when a war broke out between France and 
England, it became necessary to make further provision to pre- 
serve our neutrality in consequence of the change of circum- 
stances. It then became necessary to prevent the fitting out of 
privateers in our waters; aud in addition to the provisions of the 
law of 1794, it became necessary to vest in the President power 
to authorize the collectors to seize upon vessels fitting out in 
our waters. Now, the face of things has again changed, and it 
becomes necessary for us to make further changes in our legis- 
lation. In consequence of the small number of our Collectors 
on the frontier, it became necessary that the President should 
call to his ai other officers, for the purpose of enforcing our 
neutrality. It became necessary for us to bring the aid of the 
civil power to co-operate with the military power in preserv- 
Ing Our ne atrality, as that duty is now conferred almost exclu? 
sively on the military power. This he considered to be impro- 
per, and hoped gentlemen were not disposed to keep up such 
exhibitvons as we have had for the last few weeks. He hoped 
we Were not te have a body of armed men marching to and fro, 
arres‘iing and disarming persons who migit be about to violate 
our neutrality, when that duty could be as well and betier per- 
formed by the civilauthority. We have recently seen a part of 
tae army of the United States, engaged in marching several 
hundred miles, for the purpose ef arresting and disarming some 
two or three hundred persons, who had assembled for the pur- 
pose of enteriug Canada. This was a spectacle which he did 
not desire to see kept up, and he hoped the House would make 
such provision speedily as would supersede the necessity of 
such military operations. The civil authority, he maintained, 
ought first to be applied, and when it failed, there would be time 
enough to call inthe aid of the military power. The civil 
power, however, he believed would be amply sufficient to pre- 
serve our neutral relations with Canada. 

With regard to the amendment of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Parton) he considered it, in point of substance, as 
pretty near meeting his views, and, for the sake of compromise 
on this matter, he would have no objection to vote for it. Then 
if it was adopted, he thought he could lay befere the House 
some amendments to some of the remaining sections of the 
bill as would meet the views of the members of the House gene- 
rally. in conclusion, he would suggest to the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Loomis) the propriety of moving to reconsider 
his amendment, with a view to making some alterations in the 
phraseology ef his amendment, which would make it more 
acceptable to many members of the House. 

Mr. LOOMIS then moved a reconsideration of the vote on 
agreeing to the amendment to the first section of the bill, in 
order to meet the views of the gentleman from Maryland; which 
motion was agreed to, and the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. L. then proposed to modify his amendment by striking 
out the words “insurrection and rebellion,” and insert, ‘‘mili- 
lary Operation or expedition.” 

Mr. ADAMS suggested to the gentleman from New York the 
propriety of substituting the word “within” for the word 
‘against,’ immediately after the word “rebellion.”? If this 
modification was made, this part of the bill would meet his 
views. 

Mr. LOOMIS accepted of this suggestion, and modified his 
amendment accordingly. 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the amendment of 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Loomis.) 

Mr. MERCER replied to the arguments of the gentleman 
irom Maryland, (Mr. Howarp,) and ¢ontended that the power 
under the laws of 1794 and 1818, was ample for the purpose of 
arresting all the expeditions which might be undertaken against 
Canada. The defect was notin the law, but in the administra- 
tion ef the law. It was with infinite surprise that he had seen the 
President of the United States call upon the Governor of New 
York to issue his proclamation to enforce a Jaw, when che 
Executive should have issued his own proclamation, as it was 
a law of the United States which was to be enforced. 

Mr. SHIELDS concurred entirely in the view taken of this 
question, by the gentleman from Virginia. He thought that the 
existing laws sufficient for all purposes, and with a view of get- 
ting rid of this embarrassing question, he moved to lay the 
whole subject on the table. 

Mr. WISE hoped the gentleman would withdraw this motion, 
80 as to enable the friends of this new fashioned alien and sedi- 
tion law to make it as perfect as possible. 

Mr. SHIELDS could not consent that the time of the House 
should be taken up with this matter, otherwise he would with- 
draw the motion to oblige the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. HOWARD called for the yeasand nayson the motion to 
lay on the table, which were ordered, and were—yeas 20, 
nays 161, 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. TOUCEY hoped that the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from New York would not be adopted. He con- 
curred in the sentiments expressed by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Mercer,) that this amendment, if incorporated in 
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the bill, would make it substantially the act of ISIS, It did not 
materially alter the law as it now stands, exce pt that it carried 
the law to an extent which he utterly deprecated. By the pro 
Visions of the bill under consileration, if tt should be adopted 
it would authorize the United States Govern: officers to 


seize any ve@sel at any fulure time, of any persons in Canada, 
who might be resisting the Government, and holding them to 


security in a large amount. No matter under what circum 
stances the patriots of Canada might be driven into our borders, 
this bill authorized and directed the officers of the United States 
Government to seize upon them, and hold the rity lo a 


nins 

large amount. The etlect of it then would be that, if any pet 

sons, at any future time, Who might be struggling against the 
power and oppression of a Gavernment which they considered 
tyrannical, should be driven by their oppressors within our 
borders, they were to be seized upon and fined and imprisoned 
This was a principle which he never could consent to, and he 
hoped it would not meet the concurrence of a majority of this 
body. For his own part, he much preferred the bill as it came 
from the Senate, and he was surprised to hear the bitter oppo- 
sition which was raised against it in that shape Mr. T. ad 
dressed the House at some length in opposition to the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Loomis. 

Mr. HOLSEY supported the bill in a speech of some length 
He considered it to be the duty of this Government to preserve 
Its neutrality towards all nations with which it might be at 
peace, and, he contended, that there was no way of doing this 
but by the Government preventing its citizens trom interfering 
in the affairs of foreign Governments. This was the duty of our 
Government, and he would ask gentlemen if the existiig 
laws were sufficient for this purpose?’ They certainly were not 

This principle had been held by this Government from its 
foundation, and he weuld ask gentlemen if they were prepared 
now to pursue a different course of policy? He referred to the 
correspondence between Mr. Madison, when Secretary of State, 
and Mr. Pinckney, our minister at that time in Spain, in which 
Mr Madison took the ground that it was the duty of that Go 
vernment not only to restrain its own citizens from fitting out 
expeditions against foreign Governments, with which that Go 
vernment might be at peace, but that it was the duty of that 
Government to restrain foreigners within their borders from 
interfering or meddling with the affairs of other Governments. 

This doctrine he held to be the correct doctrine; and it being 
correct, we woul’ be held responsible for the acts of our citi 
zens, if we neglected to provite the proper means of restrain- 
ing them from interfering in the aflairs of neighboring Govern 
ments with which we were at peace. The policy of our Go- 
vernment he held to be a policy of extreme caution; and that 
being the case, we ought to provide all proper means for pre- 
venting our citizens trom interfering in the affairs of Canada. 
He replied to the arguments of Mr. Toucey, end supported the 
object of the bill, at some length, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG did not rise to engage in debate, but he 
felt himselt called upon to draw the attention of the House not 
only to the nature of the question itself, and the imperative ne- 
cessity of acting upon it promptly, but also of the great mass of 
public business, of a character almost equally urgent, remaming 
to be actedupon. Itmight be very convenient for them to be 
guing on, from day today, and from month to month, in pro- 
tracted discussions, while they were supported by the credit of 
the olficers of the two Houses, but when they considered the 
nature and present condition of the public service throughout 
the Unton, he earnestly appealed to gentlemen to have some 
little compassion for those in the public service who had had 
nothing to support them since the first of January. 

In regard to this measure, whataspertacle did they present. 
By the last intelligence it was stated that an expedition to cress 
our frontier and invade the province of Canada, was to cross 
the frontier to morrow (the 22d). Now, Mr. C. appealed to 
gentlemen, and especially to legal genUemen, to look seriously 
at the nature ofthis question. They were arguing it as if it was 
as an Ordinary case between billigerents, or as if it was one on 
the Texas frontier, where a vast wilderness of athousand miles 
intervened between the two countries, and they seemed to for- 
get that this was a case of two nations face te face as it were, 
in close contact to eash other, and that our great duty was to 
endeavor to preserve peace between us. Both Governments, 
both nations, were earnestly desirous to avoid a war, and how 
could we do it but by giving our officers on the frontier the 
means of stopping these expeditions from our territory. 

Mr. C. added that, upon a question of this character, he 
could not stop to inquire about this mode or that mode, for it 
was aquestion between two great nations, and involved the 
question of war between this country and Great Britain. They 
now saw hundreds about to cross the frontier; these would be 
met by British troops; these hundreds on both sides the frontier 
might be followed by thousands, and then by tens of thousands, 
and in spite of all the ardent desire of two great nations, these 
struggles on the frontier might lead to war, and all this was 
commenced, and might be going on, while that House was en- 
gaged in debate. Buthe would not go further into the ques 
tion. Whatthey had to do upon this subject must be done 
efficiently and promptly, if it was to answer any purpose at all; 
and he appealed to the House to decide this question one way 
or the other, eitner by adopting e£ome measure, or rejecting 
the subject altogether. 

Mr. ADAMS denied that any haste was @cessary, for this 
was not a case of the tomahawk and scalping knife character. 

Mr. A. went on, atsome length, to argue against the original, 
though he believed he should vote for the modified substitute to 
the first sectiong submitted by Mr. Loomis,and that of Mr. 
PatTToNn. 

Mr. WISE then moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. HOWARD called for the yeas and nays, when Mr. W. 
withdrew the motion. 

Mr. THOMPSON again drew the attention of the House to 
the amendment of the Constitution providing againet illegal 
seizures and searches, and argued upon it at some length. 

Some other amendments were laid on the table, to be surbmit- 
tel hereafter, when, without taking any question, the bill was 

laid aside. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the annual statemen 
ofthe First Comptroller of the Treasury of the unexpended 
balances, which, on motion of Mr. BRIGGS, was laid on the 
table. The House adjourned. 
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The CHAIR communicated a report trom the Secretary ot 
War, in answer to the resolution of the 7th tistant, requir 
iiformation whether a site has been purchased tor a fort pear 
the western frontiers of Arkansas; Whether a good tide to the 
land can be procured; and, if so, why an appropriation has 


not been asked for the purchase and construction of che tor 

Mr. SEVIER moved to refer the report to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. He would take this occasion to say that he wa 
disappointed very much, not only as regarded the want of 
ection on the part of the War Department, but as regards (l 
their present report in excuse of it. Henceforth, he wou ! 
give up all hopes from that quarter, aud throw limeelt on Ue 
kindness and justice of his friend from Missouri, the chairman 
of the Military Committee, (Mr. BenTon;) and when he gx t 
such a report from that committee as he anticipated, he would 
endeavor to carry a bill through Congress by his own exet 
tions, aided by his friends. Situated as the frontiers of Arkan 
sas and Missouri were, they did not know at what moment a 
war might break out, and yet, though they had been relyyng 
for yearson the War Department, it did not seem that they 
thought the having a fort on that frontier at all necessary 
Henceforth, (Mr. 8. snid,) be would rely on the Military Com 
mittee, and throw aside the reports of the Secretary’s brigadiers, 
major generals, and ali. 

The report was then referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

The CHAIR communicated a Jetter from the Secretary of 
War. enclosing the official report ef the batde fought on the 
25th December last, between the United States troops and 
Seminole Indians, as follows: 

DEPARTMENT oF War, 
kel ruary 20, ISS 

Sir: In obedience to the resolution of the Senate of the Lith 
instant, I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of Col 
Taylor’s official report of the action ef the 26th of Dece ber 
last, between the troops under. his command and the Reminole 
Indians. 

As kt has heen supposed that some ey» pressions contained in 
that report cast unmerited censure upon the Missouri Volur 
teers, T avail myself of the occasion to remove so erroneous a 
impression. The patriotic feelings which led these brave men 
to volunteer their services in Florida, and to leave their | 
to engage in a campaign against the Indians, was duly appr 
ciated by the President and by this Department; and m ul 
opinion the pledge thus given to the country has been amply 
redeemed. The fact that they broke and retired in disorder, 
under the murderous fire of an enemy as advantageously post 
ed as if they had been behind regular entrenchments, is no 
stated to disparage the character or the efforta of the young so! 
diers- The heavy loss they sustained, in killed and wounded, 
affords sufficient proof of the firmness with which they advain¢ 
ed upon the enemy uader a galling fire. [t was no# expected 
that their unaided efforts could drive the enewy from bie strong 
hold, and the gallant manner in which t.ey led the attack con 
tributed, no doubt, to the success of the day. Imay be perm! 
ted to say, that no blame can rightly be attached io the gallant 
officer who commanded the troops, on that occasion, for plac 

ing the Volunteers in the front rank of the action. The enemy 
occupied a position that could not be turned, and from = w \ 
he could only be driven by the utmost efforta of the regular 
forces. The task of storming stch defences could not be en 
trusted to the Volunteers; nor would an experienced officer re 
upon irregular troops to form the reserve, as on the steacdy « 
duct of this force the fate of the action often depends; and on 
all occasions it is, or ought to be, composed of the cheicest and 
best disciplined troepsof the army. If, therefore, the Volun 
teers were to be brought into action at’ all, they were placed 
where alone they could do good service by commencing the 
action as skirmishers; and their conduct on that ocras'on wos 
all that could be expected from undisciplined troopa, who, ! 
the first time, find themselves in so trying a situation 
Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT 





et 


Hon. R. M. Jounson, 
President of the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON said he had to exprees his great satisfaction 
at the letter of the Secretary. It was entirely satisfactory to 
him, and he had no doubt it would be equally so to the volun 
teers of the whole country. All that he asked was, that the 
papers might be printed and laid on the table: agreed to 
')The CHAIR also communicated a report from the Secretary 
of War in answer to the resolution of the 29th December last, 
in relation to the conduct of the Seminole war; which, on m 
tion of Mr. DAVIS, was laid on the table and ordered w be 
printed. 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of notice given, and on Jeave, intro- 
duced a bill toencourage the introduction, and promote the 
cultivation aud growth, of tropical plants: read twice, and re 
ferred. 

Mr. YOUNG, in pursuance of notice given, and on leave, 
introduced a bill for the relief of Benjamin Parsons; which was 
trice read, and referred. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of -—- Thompson, a 
scientific gentleman of the Southwest, setiing forth a plan for 
reclaiming the low grounds on the borders of the Western ri- 
vers and bayous: referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

Mr. WALKER moved that the Committee on Pablic Lands 
be discharged from the further consideration of ihe petition of 
the trustees of McDonough college, asking for a grant of 
agreed to. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Waniel Marsack, yraying 
for the right of pre-emption to°a quarter section of land on 
Grand river: referred to the Oommitiee ov Public Lande 

Mr. LINN gave notice that he would, to-morrow, ask leave 
to bring in a bill — for the purchase of the right to use 
the Vapor Bath of Dr. Boyd Reilly, in the arn:y and navy of 
the United States. 

Mr. NICHOLAS submitted the following resolution, which 
lies one day on the table for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Commitee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation for 
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a survey of the coust of Louisiana, from the Balize to the Sa- 
biae, and of the intermediate harbors, bays, and bayous, witha 
View to report to Congress at the next session, on the praci 
cability and cost of rendering such harbors, bays, and bayous, 
more easy and safe of access 

Mr. McKEAN submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered and adopted 

Reaolord, That the Committee on Naval Affaire be instruct 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making an allowance tor 
house rent to the officers of the Navy Yard at Philade!lpnia 

Mr. NICHOLAS submitted the following resoluuen which 
was considered and adopted 

Resolved, That the Committee of Finance be mstructed to in 
‘juire joto the eapediency of granting 4 remission of the duties 
on certain goods of J. W. Zacharie and Co, destroyed by fire in 
the city of New Orleaus, on the 3d of January, 1535, 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolution, which was 
considered and adopted 

Resolved. That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish 
ing a post road from Jonesborough, in Union county, Ilinois, by 
way of Willard’s and Smith's ferries, on the Mississippi river, 
to Jackeou, in Cape Girardeau county, in the State of Missourt; 
and, also, a post road from Liberty, on the Mississip)yi river, 
in Jackson county, Hlinois, down along the bouom of said river, 
by way of Willard’s ferry, to Clear Creek Landing, in Alex- 
ander county, in said last mentioned Bute 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of the Agricultural 
Convention of New York, praying for (he passage of a law pro 
viding for the procuring of valuable foreign seeds and plants, 
and the establishment of an office at the Seat of Government for 
theirdistribution: referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public Lands, to 
which had been referred the resolution directing an inquiry late 
the expediency of granting to the State of Indiana the maht of 
preemption to the lands in that State, acquired by the late treaty 
with the Miami Indians, together with the memorial of the said 
State on the same subject, moved that the committee be dis- 
charged fram (he further consideration thereof, 

Mr. TIPTON taoved to amend Mr. WaLKker’s motion, by re- 
committing the memorial of the General Assembly of Indiana 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals, with instructions to 
being ina bill in conformity with the wishes of his State. I 
would be recollected by the Senate, (Mr, 'T. said,) that in 1827, 
Congereas granted to the State of Indiana the one-half ef the 
lands lying within five miles of the line of a canal, to connect 
at navigable points the waters of the Wabash, with the waters 
ot Lake Erie. Fighty miles of canal was finished and navigable 
within the State of Indiana. Ohio had seventy-eight miles of 
this canal line within her limits; she has accepted the grant 
made for that part ofthe work; had pu’ it under contract. That 
part of the canal in) Indiana not completed was rapidly 
progressing to completion Funds were needed to carry on the 
work. The lands lately ceded by the Miami Indians, were 
situate! near the canal, and were valuable. The quantity 
ce led was about 215,000 acres, a large portion of which was 
enhanced in value by the industry of the people of Indiana. 
The Legislature asked Congress for the right to purchase these 
lands at the minimum price, and he (Mr. T.) would not con- 
ceal the fact, that by granting what the General Assembly asked 
it would be greatly beneficial to the State, and wonld increase 
her internal improvement fund $100.00). 

Mr. WALKER said the memorial that the committee wished 
to be discharged from the further consideration of, was a re: 
quest on the part of the State of Indiana, that Congress would 
grant her a pre-emption right, at the usual price of one dollar 
axl a quarter an acre, to the lands Jately obtained from the 
Miami tndians, ard which were considered highly valuable. ta 
}ooking over the grants to that State, it would be found that she 
had already received grants for 634,000 acr:s of land, for pur- 
pores of Internal improvement, while he was prepared 
to show that several of the new States were carrying 
on works much more extensive than those of Ladiana, without 

having obtaine! an acre. Mr. W. gave an account of the 
works chartere:|, and in progress, in the Siate of Mississippi, to 
which there hal been upwards of four millions aubscribed, and 
paid up, aad onwards of eight millious subscribed an] secured, 
And yet Indiana, which hadalready received 534,000 icres, was 
making a demand for more, while the Stat s c.irrying on 
nore exieneive noprovements hadreceired nothin 

Mr. W mht that before lidiana, asking fo 
bounty ofthe Government, she ought at leasttoa 
ing a bill through Congress, to give somethin 
States, who had not been so liberally dealt with. But what 
did the Senater from Indiana ask? He asked the Senate to com- 
mit itseli, by directing a committee to bring in a bill granting to 
the State what she asked, without looking at the documents, 
and without considering the reasonableness Of the prayer. — If 
this was te be done, the Senate would commit itself, by building 
up one or {wo States, while they were refusing an acre to States, 
whcas) claims were equally as great, ifnot greater. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said the debate in this instance had 
sprung up Yery unexpectedly to him. He certainly did not 
expecta report from the Committee on Public Landsin relation 
to this subject; mdeed, the other business before the Senate for- 
bade the idea that we should have hada report of any kind at 
so early a period. He did not rise, therefore, to debate the ge- 
neral proposition of the grant of the Miami lands tothe State of 
Tndiana, nor did he think the Senate prepared, at this time, to 
discuss the question. He came to the Senate this morning 
fully expecting the Cumberland road bill to be taken up, and 
for this he was prepared, and would not, at this time, be driven 
in‘o adebate on. the pre-emption question. When, however, 
that should come up, he hoped to be able to show that the argu- 
ments of the Senator from Mississippi (Mr. Wacker) were 
neither sound nor tenable. 

He was surprised that the arguments of the chairman of the 
Committee oa Public Lands should be so diametrically different 
from those used in the discussion when the general pre-emption 
bill was under consideration In that debate he understood the 
honorable chairman tu say that the whole number ofsettlers on 
the public lands to whom pre-emption rights had been granted, 
had not affecced the sales more thanone cent the acre, the ave- 
rage being about a dollar twenty-six cents. What had the State 
of Indiana asked, butte be permitted to have these lands at the 
minimium price, toaid her in the works of internal improve- 
ment which she had commenced, and by which the Government 
had received more than anequivalent in the enhanced value of 
the public lands in that State?) Was there any donation in that? 
Did not the General Government receive within one cent of the 

\verage rate, accordingyxo the Senator’s own showing? He 
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thought the subject might very properly be referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals; and when that committee had 
examined the subject fully and impartially, and reported a bill, 
the Senate would then be prepared to act as the justice and 
equity of the proceeding would warrant. Mr. S. theught it 
would be no bounty to any of the States to be permitted to take 
the public lands within their limits at the minimum price; but, 
on the contrary, that it would be the best contract the Govern- 
ment could possibly make. i 

Mr. WALKER observed, that to cut short the debate, he 
would propose to the Senator from Indiana to modify his mo- 
tion, 60 as Lo refer the memoria] to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, without saying any thing about inetrygtions. If the 
Senator would so modify his motion, he would vete tor it. 
{Mr. Tiron declining ]—Then, said Mr. W. the Senate musi de- 
cide as it thinks best on the motion. He stated the fact just 
now, that Indiana had received 534,000 acres of Jand for inter- 
nal improvements, while Mississippi, who was carrying on 
more extensive works, had not received an acre. The same 
fact also applied to Alabama, who was carrying on her works 
o! internal Improvement in a more extended way than those of 
Indiana. He would state further, that upwards of a million of 
dollars of the two per cent. fund of Indiana had been drawn 
and expended, while Mississippi had not drawn a cent of her 
fund. Under these circumstances, he must therefore say, that 
if Indiana succeeded, he would regard it as a monopoly. He 
admutted that he did state in his remarks on the pre-emption 
bill, that the receipts of the sales to the pre-empwioners was 
within a centof the whole average price. The Senator, there- 
fore, quoted him correctly. But his remarks were applicable 
only to the settlers on the frontiers—to the picneers who opened 
the lands, and gave them additional value. How was it, though, 
with the State of Indiana, and these lands acquired from the 
Miami Indians? Was that State a pioneer, and were these 
lands on the frontiers!) On the contrary, the lands were in the 
heart of the State, and a great many of them, as admitted by 
one of the Indiana Senators, worth $40 per acre. Mr. W. said 
he was opposed to any further grants to Indiana till the other 
new States received an equal share of the Government’s libe- 
rality. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, was glad to perceive that the dis- 
sensions exhibited on the subject would be likely to lead to a pro- 
per adjustment, wherein the rights of the old States might be 
properly respected. Mr. C. said he was for doing justice, libe- 
ral justice, alike to knew and old. He had not risen for the pur- 
pose of discussing the subject, for that was out of his powei just 
now if he were so inclined, being entirely too unwell to enter in- 
to it, but merely to recommend to the Senator from Jndiana 
(Mr. Tipron) the acceptance of the suggestion offered. The 
subject could be recommitted, not with the instructions moved 
for, but with instructions to inquire into and report all the facts 
in relation to the matter, and that, in his opinion, would be the 
better course. So far as he, Mr. C. was concerned, he had no 
hesitation in avowing that ifthe question was whether the State 
should have the lands, or those who had seized upon them with- 
out sanction of law and in violation of public authority, he should 
go for the Siate. Todiana asked them to aid her in completing 
her great works of internal improvement, works that would 
not only redound to the honor of Indiana, but to the true interest 
of other States. He was not prepared to say that he was alto- 
gether willing to grant the preemption to Indiana at the mini- 
mum price, as the land was said, in many instances, to be worth 
thirty, forty ard even filty dollarssper acre; but he was prepared 
to say that he was willing the State should have it at the price 
lands had risen to on the Ohio canal, which were understood to 
average some four or five dollars. Atall events, if the question 
was between the State, and the individuals alluded to, he should 
take great pleasure in giving the State the preference. 

Mr. ‘TIPTON said that his purpose would be best effected by 
persisting in tie motion to commit with instructions, as at first 
presented. His object, as at first stated, was to secure for his Siate 
the pre-emption these lands, for the purpose of enabling her 
to carry on the important works now in progress, to which he 
had just referred. No individual right of pre-emption could vest 
in these Jands; and as the State was under a heavy debt for 
carrying ou her works, he had hoped that there would be no ob- 
jection to her obtaining the privilege by which nobody would be 
injured. {twas all important that his State, and the people 
should know at an early day what they were to expect. 
If they were to have this grant, they ought to know it in 
time to make their arrangements, before the working season 
commences,and if they were not to have it, it was equally impor- 
tant to them to know it in time to leok out for other resources. 
This was the principal reason why he could not accede to the 
centleman from Mississippi's request to committee the memo- 
rial witheut instructions, for by that course they might not get 
a ‘lirect vote until the season for commencing work had gone 
by. He had no other object in view than that of a Senator 
who was serving his State, feebly perhaps, but with his best 
abilities. He, therefore, could not consent to the modification 

of the motion, and asked for the yeas and nays on the question. 

The yeas aud nays were accerdingly ordered. 

Mr. KING was fully aware of the zeal with which the Sena- 
tor from Indiana (Mr. Tipton) advocated the interests of the 
State he represented; but he thought that, on this occasion, the 
Senator manifested more zeal in favor of a case which could 
not be sustained than was usual. The Committee on Public 
Lands, which was as well corstituted a committee as any in the 
Senate, had given this suhject a thorough examination, and had 
reported against it. What then did the Senator from Indiana 
propose? After a full examination of the subject, and a report 
against it, he asked the Senate to send 1t to another committee 
to which tt did not properly belong, with instructions to report 
in favor oft. QWas not this asking rather too much from the 
Senate when its members had had no opportunity of being in- 
formed of the merits of the case? It was not only an unusual 
case, but is not consistent with reason and justice. He would 
not enter into an examination of the comparative justice of the 
claims of the new States for grants of land for internal improve- 
ments. He knew that Indiana had received a great deal from 
the Government, and he admitted that she had expended it, not 
only to her advantage, but to that of the Union. But asto any 
increased value given to the public lands through which her 
improvements passed, he presumed that it was pretty much 
like what it was elsewhere, and that the lands when sold had nut 
brought more than the minimum price. 

Mr. K. thought tha! they should not, without examination, 
make large grants to the States. The Treasury wanted money, 
and the lands should be sold. The Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. Cray) said that he would prefer giving the pre-emption 

sw these lands to the State instead of giving it to individuals; 












































































































and that, in consequence of the increased value given to them 
by settlements around them, and a dense population, he would 
ask three or four dollars an acre. Now he (Mr. K.) would no 
bargain in that way with one of the States of this Union 1 
said he, we give the lands to the State, let us give them libe’ 
rally. He had more feeling towards the unfortunate settlers 
on the public lands than the Senator from Kentucky. He 
appreciaied the merits of the new States, whose works of 
jnternal apnea were giving value to the public domain 
yet he had strong feelings for the settlers. They were the 
men who had performed the labor, whose hard hands had felled 
the trees, and cleared the forest, and brought the Wilderness 
into cultivation; and he would not hesitate to give them the 
preference over a State. F 

Mr. K. said, in conclusion, that he was for first discharging 
the Committee on Public Lands from the further consideration 
of the memorial, and then the question might subsequently be 
taken on reference to another committee. ; 

Mr. LINN suggested to the Senator from Indiana a further 
modification, to which he thought both parties might assent, io 
wit: that the said committee be instructed to report a bill grant 
ing to the States all the unsurveyed Jands within their limirs 
covered by water. It was well known that large portions of 
land in some of the States were at times covered with water to 
an immense extent, which the Government officers had reported 
as not worth the cost of survey. If these lands were ceded to 
the States in which they lie, it might be attended with the most 
beneficial results. Those inundated lands were a Curse to the 
States; they were the very hotbeds of disease, generating that 
dreadful malaria so fatal in its influence upon the surrounding 
country. If all such were given to the States, at least such as 
were deemed unworthy the cost of survey, they might be re 
claimed, so as to prevent the ill effects usually arising from 
them. 

Mr. DAVIS said he thought that we were now in a fair way 
of driving a bargain in relation to public lands. One State 
wants the lands for purposes of carrying on internal improve 
ment, while anether asks for them that she may be allowed to 
reclaim such as the Government deem worthless. Before he 
could vote for ceding such Jands to the States where they lie, 
he should like to have all the necessary information before 
him. Mr. D. said he had sume experience in these matters 
years ago. When in the other branch of the Legislature, he: 
had introduced a plan by which the States had given to them, 
for canals and other improvements, each alternate section where 
the improvements were. The committee had judged, and ty 
thought wisely, that if the improvements were what they 
ought to be, each alternate section would be worth the whole; 
and he was glad to find that his early impressions were correc'. 
What he should like to know, however, was, whether the 
Government or individuals had received the benefit. Had we 
not, by careless legislation on this subject, given individuals 
license to go on and avail themselves of all the benetits of 
these improvements? If no one else did, he would himse\t 
introduce a resolution requiring the Committee on the Public 
Lands to inquire into and report on the matter. The question 
now was, whether we should give the State of Indiana the lands 
or her improvements at the minimum price; and for that he 
was not prepared to vote just now. He wanted further in 
formation before he would feel justified in giving his vote. He 
must be allowed to say that he did not consider the remarks of 
the Senator from Alabama as at all applicable to him 

Mr CLAY of Kentucky said he weuld repeat what he had 
said in relation to those people who had gone on the public 
lands, and they might make the most of it. “He had denounce: 
all persons who had gone onthe public lands without the au 
thority of law as intruders and trespassers on the public do 
main.’”?> That was what he said, and what he still maintained ; 
and in relation tothe Miami reserve, he would go for the Stav 
against all those persons. 

Mr. LINN expressed himeelf determined to battle for his 
amendment: there was no difficulty in ascertaining the quantity 
of land. All had been returned on the plots surveyed, and a 
gentleman from Missouri had made a most elaberate and elo 
quent report onthe very subject, one among the most able and 
comprehensive document, he would say that had ever emana 
ted frum any source. If public officers had reported these 
lands nut worth the cost of surveying, Congress would be giving 
very little. ; 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the whole subject was 
then laid on the table. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memoria] of the members of 
the kar of Columbus, Mississippi, requesting the establishment 
of a district court for the northern part of tke State; and in fur 
therance of that object, submitted a resolution referring the 
subject to the Committee on the Judiciary. : 

Mr. TIPTON moved to postpone the previous orders, for the 
purpose of taking up the bill for the continuance of the Cum 
berland road; can after a debate, in which Messrs. TIPTON, 
SMITH of Indiana, WRIGHT, LINN, ROBINSON, and 
YOUNG took part, the question was taken, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 21, nays 21, as follows, the VICE-PRESIDENT 
giving the casting vote against the motion. 

YEAS—Meesrs. Allen, Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Critieu 
den, Davis, Fulton, Knight, Merrick, Morris, Prentiss, Rives, 
Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Webster, White, and Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthber', 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles. Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Roane, Strange, Trotter, Walker, Wall, Williams, 
and Wright—21. ’ 

Mr. WEBSTER moved to take up the resolution submitted 
by him some days since at the instance of the Hon. Mr. Rus 
GLEs, as follows: oo . 

Resolved, That a committee be appeinted to inquire into the 
subject-matter of the letter of the Hon. Joun Ruecies, 0! the 
13th inst. to a member of the Senate, which was laid before the 
Senate thisday. ; 

The motion having been agreed to, and the resolution beirg 
before the Senate, 4 ; 

Mr. NORVELL moved to amend it by the insertion of the 
usual words “and that the committee be authorized to send lor 
persons and papers. 

This motion was agreed to; when ‘ 

Mr. CALHOUN moved further to amend the resolution by 
inserting the words “and to inquire into othersimilar charges; 
and this amendment having been also agreed to, 

The Senate proceeded to ballot for a committee of five, when 
it appeared that Messrs. WHITE, DAVIS, WEBSTER, 
STRANGE, and TALLMADGE were chosen.” 

Mr. STRANGE then asked to be excused /rom serving 0. 





au 
do 
ved ; 


sale 


his 
tity 
nd a 
elo 
and 
ana- 
hese 
ving 


Wis 


rs of 
ment 
) fur 
r the 


or the 
Cum- 
PON, 
and 
in the 


ENT 


ritieu 

Rives, 
radge, 
hbert, 
. Nor- 
liams, 


mitted 
, Rue 


ato the 
of the 
ore the 
, berg 
of the 
end for 
tion by 
arges; 


», when 
ISTER, 


ying Ol. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








the committee. In the first place, he said that possibly some 
information might be demanded from him by the committee; 
secondly, he had had conversations on the subject withthe mem- 
ber, supposed te be implicated; and lastly he boarded with that 
member inthe same mess. 

On taking the vote, Mr. STRANGE was excused. 

Mr. WEBSTER asked to be excused on the ground that his 

engagements would not permit him to serve; and he also was 
xxcused. 
‘ “Mr. DAVIS asked to be excused from serving on the plea of 
having more business to attend to in the committees of the Se- 
nate, than he could well perform; but on taking the vote, the 
Senate refused to excuse him—yeas 15, nays 17. 

The two members who had recived the next highest number 
of ballots, Messrs. Younc and CrirrENDEN were then declared 
to be members of the committee, in place of Messrs. SrRANGES 
and WessTEr, excused. The committee therefore consists of 
Messrs. Wuire, (chatrman,) Davis, TALLMADGE, Youn, and 


CRITTENDEN. 
ORDER OF THE DAY. 

The Independent Treasury bill was then taken up as the or- 
der of the day; but 

Mr. CRITTENDEN intimating a wish to address the Senate 
on the subject, and stating his inability to go on then from in- 
disposition, 

Mr. WRIGHT said that he was perfectly willing to pass the 
bill by informally, and go on with some other business. This 
being agreed to by general consent, 

: CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, the bill for the continuation of 
the Cumberland road in the States of Indiana, Hlinois, and Mis 
souri, was taken up. 

Mr NORVELL ‘submitted the following amendment, and 
moved to lay the bill on the table, and print the amendment. 

Sec. 2. And be it Surther enacted, That there shall be 
cranted to each of the States of Mississippi, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Arkansas, and Michigan, a quantity of public land. lying within 
their respective limits, equal to the number of acres which have 
heen granted by Congress to the State of Ohio, for — of 
internal improvement; and that there shall be granted to each 
of the States of Indiana, Illinois, and Alabama, a quanty of land, 
lying within their respective limits, which, with that which has 
been heretofore granted by Congress to those States respective- 
lv, for purposes of internal improvement, shall equal the num- 
ber of acres granted by Congress to the said State of Ohiog for 
the like purposes of internai improvement; to be selected insuch 
manner as the Legislatures thereof shall direct, and located in 
parcels conformably to sectional divisions and subdivisions, of 
not less than three hundred and twenty acresin any one loca- 
tion, on any public land subject to entry at private sale; which 
said locations may be made at any time within five years after 
the lands of the United States in said States, respectively, shall 
have been surveyed and offered at public sale according to ex- 
isting laws 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the lands herein 
granted to the States above named shall not be disposed of ata 
price less than one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, until 
otherwise directed by a law of the United States; and the nett 
proceeds of the sales of said lands shall be faithfully applied to 
objects ef iuternal Improvement within the States aforesaid, 
respectively, namely: roads, bridges, and canals, and improve- 
ment of water-courses, and draining swamps; and such roads, 
canals, bridges, and water-courses, when made or improved, 
shall free for the transportation of the United States mail and 
munitions of war, and for the passage of their troops, without 
the payment of any toll whatever. 

At the request of Mr. TIPTON, Mr. NORVELL temporarily 
withdrew his motion to lay the bill on the table; and 

Mr. TIPTON, after some remarks, called for the yeas and 
nays on the question; which were ordered. 

Mr. NORVELL then renewed his motion, and the question 
was taken and decided in the negative— yeas 18, nays 19, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS —Meesrs. Bayard, Browa, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Ful 
ton, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Rives, Roane, Walker, Wall, and Wil- 
liams—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Kentucky, Critten- 
den, Grundy, Koight, Merrick, Morris, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Trotter, 
Webster, White, and Young—19. 

Mr. NORVELL then moved to postpone the further conside- 
ration of the bill tillto-morrow. The amendment, he said, was 
a very important one, and one that properly ought to be tacked 
to the bill. It was a kindred subject also; and by moving to 
attach it to the bill, he wished to learn whether the treasures of 
this Government were to be monopolised by two or three 
States only. He did not, however, wish to go into this part of 
the subject at this time. All that he wanted was for the Senate 
to extend the usual courtesy to his motion. 

Mr. BENTON said the bill before him was an old acquaint- 
ance. He had been familiar with it as long as he had been in 
public life, and had always voted against any proposition to 
amend it, by attaching any matter not exclusively pertaining 
toitself. So far as the amendment of the Senator irom Michi- 
gan (Mr. Norve.x) went, he was entirely in favor of it; and if 
the Senator would introduce a bill to that effect, he would give 
it his mest hearty coneurrence. Asan amendment to the bill 
before them, however, he held it to he an incumbrance, and cal- 
culated to embarrass its passage. It had related to nothing but 
the ruad for the last twenty years: it never had any other matter 
appended to it. The appropriations asked were for that object, 
aid that alone. 

Mr. NORVELL replied that the distinguished Senator from 
Missouri was an old member, and the subject was therefore en- 
tirely familiar to him. The subject was also familiar to him 
(Mr. N.) but not to the same extent. He asked for a postpone- 
ment but for one day, for the putpose of having his amendment 
printed, and laid before the members of the Senate, which was 
a request he had never seen denied. The bill proposed, in the 
jresent embarrassed state of the Treasury, an appropriation 
in money of upwards of a million of dollars for one or two 
States only, and here was an amendment which measured out 
something like equal justice to others of the States, and he was 
even denied a hearing on it. Now this did not appear to him to 
be either courteous or correct; but it was for the Senate to de- 
cide the question, and to them he would leave it without further 
remark. 

Mr. SEVIER opposed the amendmnnt: was against acting on 
it without the necessary surveys and estimates were furnished. 
He had some little acquaintance with this bill himself, though 


not so long as the Senator from Missouri, because he had not 
been so iong in public life. But he had always seen that when 
any specific object was in view, that surveys were made, and 
the estimates furnished. The question was, shall we embark 
in itor not? If it was considered beneficial in a national point 
of view, like the motion before us, and an appropriation was 
made, it was generally considered that we were bound to go on 
with it, and the appropriations were made from time to time; 
but in the case of the amendment, we were asked to attach it to 
a bill belonging to an exclusive object, without surveys, esti 
mates, Or any thing to guide us in our research. He appealed 
to the Senator not to embarrass the bill, by insisting upon his 
amendment. Mr. 8. said he had no objection that the Senator 
should obtain what he could for purposes of internal improve- 
ments, and we all had, he presumed, the same object in view; 
and he (Mr. 8S.) certainly would not be very nice about getting 
all he could for his own State. He had olyjected to the amend- 
ment of the Senator, not because he was opposed to the princi- 
ples of the amendment, but because it sought to attach to the 
bill before them, which had one specific object in view, crude 
and undigested subjects, that might prove fatal to its passage. 

Mr. KING could not but admire the exceeding liberality of 
the honorable Senator from Arkansas. The gentleman went 
for appropriation after appropriation foe reads in Arkansas, be 
cause he saiel they were “roads commenced and not com- 
pleted.” We appropriated the other day, said Mr. K. for roads 
in Arkansas, and they were called military roads, because they 
lead to a temporary gairison, which the Secretary of War may 
abandon at his pleasure. But, continued Mr. K. when we tried 
to get a small appropriation for a military road in Alabama, on 
which twenty thousand dollars had been expended, we could 
not get iteither on the plea of its having been commenced and 
not completed, or of its being a military road. We were told, 
said he, that it was altogether unconstitutional; that when the 
appropriation was first made it was rightly done, because the 
road was in the Indian country, but that now the Indian ute 
was extinguished, the State of Alabama must make the road 
herself. He then tried to get the road out of the two per cent. 
fund belonging to his State, but this appropriation of a few 
thousand was refused, onthe ground that the two per cent. fund 
was to be reserved for making roads leading to the State, and 
this was within it 

Now where was the evidence that this Cumberland road in 
the State of Illinois, fer which the Dill appropriated $300,000, 
was now commenced? Have you not heard the difficulty which 
sprung up this morning between the Senators from Missouri 
and Illinois, as to the location of the road? Was ita road com- 
menced when they did not know where it was to be? Because 
that was called the Cumberland road, and was commenced 
from the two per cent. fund, gentlemen seemed to be forgetting 
all constitutional scruples with regard toit. But how much 
beyond the two percent. fund had been expended on it? At 
least ten timesas much. There never was so extravagant an 
expenditure of the public money, as had been made on some 
parts of this road, and such a road as some considerable por- 
tion of it was not to be seenin any country. Several years 
ago, when the Senator trom Kentucky took part in the debate 
on this road bill, he showed that it was not possible to construct 
an important part of it, without such an expense that ought 
not tobe thought ef. He showed conclusively, from the na- 
ture of the soil, and the scarcity and dearness of materials, that 
it would involve an expense that ought not to be encountered 
The Senate, therefore, limited the apprepriation to the opening 
of the road. Now they were called on tor these heavy appro- 
priations, without knowing where this road was to go, or what 
further expenses it would involve 

Whether it was in the end to go to Texas, or across the 
Rocky Mountains, and terminate at the mouth of the Columbia 
river, they did not yet know. He had looked at this Cumber 
land road for many years. It was an old offender against the 
Constitution and law of the land; so much so, that gentlemen 
who supported it had no means to satisfy their constitutional 
scruples but by putting a direct fraud in the bill. A clause in 
the bill declared that the appropriation was to be paid out of 
the two per cent. reserved for making roads to these States, 
when it was notorious that every dollar of this fund had been long 
ago exhausted, and that there would not be another dollar of it 
for a hundred years to come. He was sorry that he was obliged 
to treat the subject in this manner; but the proposition of his 
friend from Michigan, (Mr. NorvELL) so reasonable and so just 
in itself, having been met at the outset with such strenuous 
objections, he thought it right to inquire into the propriety of 
continuing the bounty of the Government to two or three 
States, and refusing it to others, who had received nothing. 
With his ideas of the constitutional principle involved, he was 
compelled to announee at once that he should vote against this 
bill; but yet he wished to see an amendment made to it, which 
would be doing something like equal justice. The original ob- 
ject in view was to get across the mountains; and when that 
was done, it ought not to have gone farther. 

Mr. WALKER was glad to find that the Senator from Ala- 
bama had taken up the subject. It was not in that State alone 
that the two per cent. fund had been drained, not for making 
roads in the State, but leading to the State. When the two 
States of Alabama and Mississippi wanted an appropriation for 
internal improvement, it was voted down in the Senate, and 
now we see (said Mr. W.) two or three States, that have re- 
ceived donations of millions of acres for purposes ef internal 
improvement, calling upon an exhausted Treasury for a mil- 
lion of dollars, which we should have to borrow. He wished 
the Senate to look at the enormity ofsuch a measure, and the 
prejudicial bearing it would have upon the whole Confederacy, 

he people of Alton and St. Louis were qu@rreling about the 
point at which the road should pass, and by and by we should 
have the same disputes about passing Texas or the Rocky 
Mountains. If the Senate did not check it now, it would never 
stop. Mr. W. contended that the bill contained an open fraud 
on its face, by attempting to show that the money was to be re- 
paid from the two per cent. fund, which, according to a re- 
port from the Secretary of the Treasury, was less than half a 
million of dollars, and would never exceed one million and a 
half; and yet we had already appropriated seven millions on 
this {wo per cent. and now one more was asked for, making 
eight millions, to be refunded out ofa fund that never could do 
it. The bill was a palpable fraud upen the very face of the 
documents, and yet we were called upon to vote for it. The 
system, said Mr. W. if carried out, would be partial and unjust 
in all its bearings; it was not a national object, but was for the 
benefit, at most, of three or four States, for which his constitu- 
ents were taxed from year to year, and the money taken out of 
their poekets. Mr, W. said it was partial, iniquitons, and un- 
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just, and he, for one, would never see injustice or inequality 
prevail without lifting his voice against them. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said this was the old opposition re. 
newed with a laudable zeal. The gentlemen from Alabama 
and Mississippi had opposed the bill on constitutional grounds, 
and its friends had no right, therefore, to expect their support 
His views were directly the reverse of theirs, and he aes 
feel himself bound to vote forit. Mr. 8S. said he concurred en 
drely with the Senator from Missourn, (Mr. Benxron,) that the 
bill showd stand on its own bottom, and not have any thing ex 
traneous attached toit. He had not examined the amendment 
otlered hy the Senator from Michigan, and would not, there 
fore, be considered as opposing it on its merits, but simply be 
cause it embraced objects new im themselves, and in no wise 
connected with the piain and simple matter belore them. Hy, 
whenever the Senator from Michigan should see fitto lntroduce 
a bill relating to any important improvement to his Suate, 
that Senator would always find him willing to give the measure 
his cordial support; and he hoped the amendment would be 
withdrawn, and that the bill would not be further sere 

Mr. SEVIER observed that when he was up belore, he had 
no idea of a discussion on the merits ef the Cumberland road 
He had given his reasons why the Senator from Michigan should 
not press his amendment at this time, and the Senator from Al 
abama, jn replying to the remarks he made, referred he hoped 
not ironically, to his exceeding liberality. He could say with 
sincerity that there was no Senator whose good opinion he was 
more desirous of retaining than that of the Senator from Ala 
bama, and he had always relied on him as the best authority for 
the construction of the rules and the order of proceeding in the 
Senate. The Senator, in the course of his remarks, had brought 
up the old subject of the Alabama road, and he would, therefere, 
inquire why that measure had not before this been brought be 
tore the Senate in the proper form. Neither the Senator him 
self, nor his colleague, vor the Alabama delegation in the other 
House, had ever thought of bringing it up except in the manner 
just done to embarrass the bill before them. 

Now, he asked the Senator if this was consistent with libe 
ralily? The Senators from Mississippi and Alabama talked 
much about the two per cent. fund, and, with a commendable 
zeal in favor of the interests of their own States, complained 
that they could not have roads out of it within their States 
But where was the hardship of the case? It was a bargain 
and no one hada right to complain of i. Again, the Senator 
said that the insertion of a clause in the Cumberland Road bil! 
that the appropriations were to be reimbursed out of the two 
per cent. fund, was a palpable fraud, because the fund has been 
long ago expended; and it, therefore, never can be reimbursed 
He would ask his brother Jackson men how this clause came 
to bein the bill? He had voted against it, and it was struck our, 
but, on the bill being sent to the other House, it was ascer 
tained that it would be vetoed without the clause; and it was, 
therefore, put in there by way of amendment; and, coming bach 
to the Senate, passed through, notwithstanding the constitutiona! 
scruples of gentlemen who had befere voted against i. Genera! 
Jackson, the great Apollo of the South, required it to hold the 
States to their bargain, and it was putin to remove his consti 
tutional scruples and to sooth the consciences of his friends 
To say, therefore, that this clause was a palpable fraud, eame 
with a bad grace from gentlemen on that side, when it wos put 
in to satisfy their constitutional scruples. He would ask the 
Senator if the clause was not struck out, and again mserted m 
the way he had stated? 

(Mr. King. ‘The gentleman will find my vote against ir 
however. } ‘ 
Mr. SEVIER continued. The gentleman from Alabama an 
nounced his constitutional objections to the bill, and that he 
should vote against it in any event; why. therefore, did be in 
siston tacking this amendment to it?!) He was surprised that 
the Senator, who was so particular in his adhering to rules 
and established customs, should be willing to bring in an ay 
propriation of the importance of that in the amendment, with 
out estimates, without surveys, and without any information 
whatever on the subject. Suppose (said Mr. 8.) we pass the 
bill with thisamendment. It wi!l go the other House and be 
spopped there, because that body never will pass an appropria 
tion, without having the estimates, and all other neceseary in 
formation before them. And more: the President who professes 
to follow in the footsteps of his predecessor will veto the bil, 
because it contains new objects, and then we shall have no 
Cumberland road atall. As to borrowing money, which was 
so much dreaded by the Senator from Mississippi, he saw 
nothing so very alarming init. Wehad borrowed money be 
fore, and if it was fora proper object, there would be no harm 

in borrewing it again. 

Mr. NORVELL said it was a little extraordinary to him that 
the Senator from Arkansas should talk about surveys and esti 
mates, and old and new roads, when the proposition was not for 
the construction of a road, but for a grant of land to ¢ rtain of 
the new States for the purposes of internal improvement, who 
had hitherto received nothing of the kind—a grant which had 
been made several times before. When he made the proposi 
tion to amend the bill, itwas done in good faith; and, if the 
amendment prevailed; he should vote for the bill, provided the 
clause about reimbursement was stricken out. But he could 
not, consistently with his ideas of justice, vote for it without 
the amendment. 

Mr. YOUNG was against the adoption of the amendment. 
The course pursued by gentlemen was of a very extrac rdinary 
najure—a kind of dog and manger polic Because they could 
notget what they wanted, they would vote against the bill. 
Such a proceeding was suicidal.BThe whole country had been 
more or less benefited by the Cumberland road, and he hoped 
gentlemen would not now seek to embarrass or defeat it. 

The little dispute about the point of crossing, between the 
people of Alton and ®t. Louis, had been adverted to as a source 
of objection ; but in his opinion that had no connection with the 
matter before the Senate, and could at any time be adjusted by 
the people of their respective States, without trouble. Mr. ¥ 
contended that the measnre wag one of peculiar benefit, in 
which a great portien of the States were interested, and spoke 
of the wide extended prairies of the West, through which the 
roads were at times almost impassable> Mr. Y. concluded his 
remarks by expressing an earnest wish that gentlemen would 
not pursue a policy so unwise and so illibera!. 

Mr. WALKER replied that there could be no more just 
groundsfor voting against an appropriation than becanse it was 
unequal. If the appropriation was for the benefit of the whole 
Union, it would be a different affair; but it was rather unreaaoj). 
able for twenty-three States to be told that they are wanting in 
liberality and public spirit, because they vote against a monop 
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oly. tn other words, that, sotwithstanding this monopoly ex 
iste, they should be asked to tax their constituent#and take the 
money out of their pockets for the purpose of perpetrating this 
system of monupoly, was asking more of these States than they 
could reasonably be expected to grent 

After some remarks from Mr. MORRIS, 

A‘ the suggestion of Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, the amendment 
was ordered to be printed, and 

‘The Senate adjourned 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, February 22, 1538. 

Mr. HOWARD moved that the bill in relation to the neu 
trality be made the special order at one o'clock every day ull 
cieposed of; but the vote being ayes 70, noes 23, no quorum 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a cali of (he House: but 

Mr. HOWARD moditied bis motion by limiting it to one 
o'clock this day, remarking that a quorum was obviously pre 
rent; which was egreed to 

The first business in order was the consideration of the Se- 
nate bill providing for the legal adjudication and settiement of 
the'claims for land under grants of the Baron Bastrop and others 
in Louisiana, and of sundry persons in Arkansas, reported 
yesterday from the Committee on Private Land Claims 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana had moved the recommitment 
of the bill to the same committee, with Instructions to report 
some bill tosettle these claime 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana now moved to refer it to the 
Committee on Public Lande 

Mr. PICKENS moved to commit it te the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

After some remarks from Messrs. JOHNSON, HARLAN, 
PICKENS, REED, MERCER, CHAMBERS, BOON, LAW. 
LER, and LOOMIS, 

Mr. TOLAND moved to recommit the bill back to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, with instructions to make a 
written report upon the subject, with a view of ascertaining the 
opinions of that committee on the subject. 

Afier some further remarks by Mr. PICKENS, 

"The original motion, to commit to a Committee of the Whole 
Houge to-morrow, was agreed to—85 to 40 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
the Commissioner on Peosions, transmitting tie papers in sup 
port of the claim of Benjamin Durtee 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, referred to the 
Commitice on Revolutionary Pensions 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, ow leave, laid on the table an amend 
ment he proposed to submit to the bill providing for the support 
of the West Point Academy, when said bill should come up 
for consideration; which was ordered to be printed. 

NEUTRAL RELATIONS. 

The house then took up the special order, being the “Act to 
ailment an act, entitled ‘An actin addition to the act for the 
punishment ef certain crimes agatust the United States, and to 
repeal the acts therein mentioned,’ approved the <Oth of April, 
}NisS ’ 

The question pending wason agreeing to the modified amend- 
ment of Mr. LOOMIS, to the first section of the bill, which was 
reconsidered on yesterday, as stated before in the Globe. 

Mr. TOUCLY said it had been objected that the tourth article 
ol the Constitution of the United States came into conflict with 
this bill as to the right of seizure. He apprehended, however, 
that there was no foundation for this objection, as, in his opinion, 
the fourth article applied merely to general eearch warrants, 
and bad no application to the kind of seizures referred to in this 
bil. He supposed the case of an embargo law being passed, 
would any one doubt that (he officers of the Government would 
have a right to seize vesscls about to violate thatlaw. Again: 
in the case of goods about to be smuggled, would there be any 
doubt of the right of Government officers to seize the goods. 
This was his idea in relation ty this article of the Constitution of 
the United States >) this subject. But he must protest against 
ndment which had been introduced by the gentleman 
om New York, and y hich was now uvuder considesation, be- 


isis an 


cause he loo upon it as being utterly repugnant to every 
principle o: cur Goverament, andto all our institutions 
‘Vine Coustitution ot the United States declares thatthe right 


of (he peope to bear arms shall remain inviolate. Then how 
does this amendmentapply to the case! and how are the peo- 
ple to be secured in their right to bear arms, if th’: amendment 
passed. Why, ifthis amendment was adopted, «ny citizen of 
the Unite.t States who might be found with arms or munitions 
of war in his possession, and he expressed an in‘ention of using 
them m carr ying on hostiliiies in a conterminots country, he is 
guilty of a high crime by your law, and subjec:to fine and im- 
prisonment. Not only this, but ifhe has any wagon, vessel, or 
veliicle of any description, and he says he is going to use those 
vehicles in carrying on any war in aconterminous territory, 
they are liable to seizure, and the person is liable to a fine of 
$3,600, and imprisonment for three years. 

These were the principles of this amendment, and these 
were principles which he entirely detested and abhorre:, and he 
protested against this kind of legislation. Further than this, 
the amendment under consideration would apply in a most 
odious manner to persons emigrating from this country to a 
country conterminous with our country. Tf a citizen of this 
country should attempt to pass fiom this country to Mexico 
or Texas, and hostility should be going on there, he might have 
his property seized, and himself fined and imprisoned under 
the provisions of this section, as it was proposed now to amend 
ut. Further than this, every citizen of the United States on the 
frontier who might have arms or ammunition in his posses- 
sion, and might express an intention of using them in the prose- 
cution of hoetilities ia a conterminous country, be would be 
subject to the penaliies provided in this section. 

Again: if Mexico should invade Texas, and a citizen of Texas 
in this country should attempt to go home to his own country 


to defend hisown soil, he would be subject to the penalties of 


this bill, and thrown into jail. If, on the other hand, Texas 
should Invade Mexico, and any citizen from Mexico should at- 
tempt to go from this country to defead his country, he would 
he held liable to fine and imprisonment. Again: if any Canadian 
or any subject of the King of Great Britain, who might be in 
this country, should attempt to go home while hostilities were 
soing on there, he would be subject to the penalties here im- 
posed. He contended, if this bill was passed, as it was attempt. 
et toamend it, and it was attempted to carry out its provisions, 
that it would javolve us in interminable difficulties 

The act of 1818, in his opinion, went far enough, and as 
lar as any act ought to go, and he would not cansent to go be- 
yond the principle @ontained in that law, and the principles 
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under which we had acted, witheut being involved in difficul- 
ties, for the last haltcentury. The bill of the Senate wasdrawn 
up with an eye to these principles, and se far as it went, he was 
willing to go, but no further. That bill was framed with great 
caution and wisdom, and he hoped there might be found a ma- 
jority of the House who would be willing to unite upon the de- 
nate bill, and pass it. Furthermore, he hoped it might be passed 
to-day, and the subject be disposed a4 as there were other mat 
ters of great moment which tt was necessary to have acted up- 
onspeedily. There was a bill with regard to the abatement of 
suits brought by and against the late Bank of the United States, 
which it was aj! important should be passed before the fourth 
of March next. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD opposed both the amendment submit- 
ted by the gentleman from New York and the origisal bili, as 
ameasure entirely improper to be adopted by this country. 
By the provisions of this bill, be expected that, in case of diffi- 
culties between Mexico and Texas, the citizens. of the West 
necht be prohibited from trading in horses and mules, av well 
as arms and ammunition, with the people of Texas or Mexico. 
It might also prevent emigration from the South and West to 
those countries, or it may prevent emigriuon from the United 
States to Canada. Suppose a party ofa hundred families going 
from the West to Texas, of course they would take their rifles 
and ammunition with them. Then, if your United States 
officer inet them, and asked them what use they were going to 
make of the arms they were taking with them, and they said 
they would use them tocarry on a war with Mexico, in case their 
rights were juvaded, they would be subject to arrest and im- 
prisonment by this bill. 

It was nothing more nor less than a bill to trammel trade and 
commerce, and he hoped every gentleman who was in favor oi 
a tree trade upon the principles laid down in the laws of na- 
lions, Would oppose it, He maintained that it was the right 
of the citizens of the United States to carry on a trade with any 
country that hada war raging within her borders; and he maiu- 
tamed further, that if there were two hostile armies at the 
present time in Canada, (the one on the one side of one of their 
ereat rivers, and the other on the other side,) we had a perfect 
right to trade with both, and furnish both with bread and beef, 
without, in any manner, compromitting our neutrality. This bill 
imposed penalties which were never thought of at any former 
time in our history. It would impose a penalty on the citizens 
of a foreign country whe might be driven into this ceuntry by 
the stress of circumstances with arms in their hands. Such 
persons were liable to be seized, fined, and imprisoned. 

Now this was a monstrous principle; and he hoped never to 
see it carried into execution in this country. Suppose the case 
of two European nations being engaged in carrying on a mari- 
time war, and one of the fleets should be driven into the harbor 
ot New York by a superior force. Would you seize that fleet, 
and hold the officers and seamen guilty of a high crime, and fine 
andimprison them? He thought not. Jt would be our duty to 
protect them, whilst in our waters. Again: suppose a supe- 
rior force at Malden should drive out a part of the inhabitants 
who might be in arms, and thore inhabitants of that place 
should take refuge in Detroit; would you seize upon them? 
hoid them guilty ofa high crime, and subject them to a fine 
and imprisonment? Was this the principle you were about to 
establish? If it was, he must say that he utterly detested any 
such principle. 

The British authorities in Canada went upon the principle of 
protection so far that they gave protection to all our renegado 
slaves who escaped and went within their dominions, and why 
should we be prevented from giving protection to the oppress- 
ed of their people. As this bill had undergone so many phases, 
he hoped that 1t mizht yet undergo a total eclipse, because it 
was a measure which he believed calculated to do very great 
injury to the people of this country. He had no idea of inak- 
ing a law of this kind, which was only to apply te contermi- 
nous countries, and thought if any bill of the kind was passed, 
that it ought ts be general in its character. With the view oi 
tesiing this question, whether the House was disposed to legis- 
late solely with reference to conterminous territories, he moved 
to strike out the words “conterminous with the United States.’ 

Mr. ROBETSON inquired of the Chair, whether it would 
now bein order to move to recommit this bill with all the 
amendments to the Committee on Foreign Affars. 

The CHAIR replied that this motion would be in order. 

Mr. ROBERTSON then said that before he made this mo- 
tion, he would beg leave to submit a few remarks to the 
House, for the purpose ofshowing that there was no necessity 
for precipiation, in relation to this bill, if there was any ne- 
cessity for legislation at all. The crisis he apprehended had 
passed: yesterday or to-day the great event was to have occur- 
red, which this bill was intended to have prevented. Then, as 
the crisis itself had passed away, why should the House preci- 
pitate itselfinto measures of this kind, which seemed to him 
tobe utterly repugnant to every principle of constitutional 
liberty. 

He would ask ifthere was any member of the House prepar- 
ed to give his vote on this bill to-day, coupled, as 1t was, with 
some eight or ten amendments, some of which have just been 
laid upon the tables of members, and without knowing how 
the bill will read if any of these amendments be adopted? He 
thought it would be proper that this bill should go back to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, in order that they might make 
it more conformable to the views of the majority of the 

House, if it was intended that it should pass at all; but he be- 
lieved that no legislation was necessary upon this question. 
He believed the law of ISIS was amply sufficient for the pre- 
sent occasion, and@at there was no danger of war, and there 
would be no cause of complaint from Great Britain in case we 
refused to legislate further on (he subject. 

He referred to the provisions of the act of 1818, and showed 
that it provided forthe prevention of all military expeditions 
against any country with which we might be at peace. He also 
contended that the power proposed to be invested in officers of 
the United States was too great and dangerous to the liberties 
of the people. He had no idea of having the President or the 
Secretary of the Treasury directing their subordinate officers 
to violate the rights of the citizens. Mr. R. addressed the 
Honse at some length in support of the position he had taken; 
and cancluded by moving that the bill and ameadments be re- 
committed to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. REED was in favor of recommitting for one purpose, at 
least, that of amending the bill, and especially that part of it 
providing for seizures. 

Mr HAYNES had objected several days ago to the recom. 
mitment of the bill, or rather its commitment to the committee 
on the Union, and his opposition arose from the very strong 
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doubts upon his mind whether any time would be gained or 
saved, nor did he now believe any economy of time would be 
the result at present, for he believed they were as well qualified 
and as well prepared to discuss it, and to bring it to some deter. 
mination, pro or con, then as after another reference. When 
reported back, it would still be subject to the same embarrass 
ment, with reference to the various propositions to amend on 
it was now, and he was, therefore, opposed to the motion to’ e 
commit. ~ 

Mr. HOWARD said if he thought it possible that the 
mittee could be governed by the opinions of the House, so as to 
frame the bill acceptable to it, he would cheerfully accede to 
ils recommitment; but those opinions could not be ascertained 
unless the House voted on some of the amendments. More- 
over, the committee had reported precisely what genlemen, 
said they would, viz: a distinct measure; and, unlees the House 
would take a vote on some of the propositions, the Commitiee 
on Foreign Affairs could not possibly ascertain the wishes of the 
House. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested to the mover to change the pro. 
vosed committee to that on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ROBERTSON thought the subject so properly within 
the sphere of the Committee on Foreign Affairs that he could 
not vary his motion. 

Mr. PATTON could see no possible good to be gained by re. 
committing the bill, and urged the House either to adopt or re 
jectsome of the amendments. 

Mr. BELL said that the Executive power having asked for 
more power, the re/usal to grant it would, or might, lead the 
borderers to infer that Congress was indisposed to restrain 
them, and would encourage them in acts of violation. In this 
way the House might goon debating tillthey found themsé Ives 
brought to the issue of voting actually for or against a war. 
He was in favor of passing some measure, and be was not 
Very particular as to the details. Mr. B. then moved to com. 
mit the bill toa Committee of the Whole, with instrucuons to 
report the following asa substitute, which was the sume Mr. 
Evenrerr had given notice of his intention to move yesterday 
in the following modified form : % ox 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert: 

That if any person, after the President of the United States 
shall have. by his proclamation, declared that an insurreciion, 
or hostilities exist, or that there is immiwent danger thereof, 
within the territory, or dominions of any foreign State or colony 
conterminous with the United States, with which the United 
States are at peace, shall, within the United States, or any 
territory belonging to the same, fit out any vessel of war, or 
purchase, procure, or collect any arms or immunitions of war, 
with intent that the same shall be used or employed in exciting, 
aiding, or carrying on such hostilities within any such foreign 
State or colony, such vessel, arms, and munitions of war shall 
be forfeited to the United States, and shall be liable to be 
seized and proceeded against in the manner provided by law for 
the seizure and condemnation of goods forteited for being im- 
ported in violation of the revenue laws: Provided, That 
nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent any custo- 
wary trade with such foreign State or colony. 

Mr. MERCER was not opposed to the object of the bill; but 
he contended that it was unnecessary, the existing law being 
sufficiently comprehensive to meet the exigency of the presen) 
case, and ample in all its provisions. 

Mr. WISE said the modification of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee presented the bill in its most objectionable form ; but he 
was opposed to every and any extension of the law of Isis. 
Mr. W. then went on to contrast the course of the Government 
in the case of Canada and that of Texas. In the latter, the vio 
lations and disregard of our neutral relations with Mexico were 
open and notorious, whereas, in the case of Canada, they were 
about to anticipate a possible collision. He insisted that the 
act of 1818, so far from being deficient of power, went further 
than he would go, if such a measure were proposed to be enact 
ed now. It provided for every possible case that could arise, 
and the President’s excuse of his want of power under it was not 
a valid one. 

The bill under consideration proposed to invest precisely 
the same Executive arbitrary power upon the President and 
upon his minions too, asthe alien act which had been frowned 
down in itsday, and condemned by posterity, though the latter 
was aimedagainest aliens endeavoring to embroil this country 
with either France or England, while the present bill was in 
tended to punish our own ¢itizens for taking partin a foreign 
collision, Mr. W. then went on at length to oppose the bill, 
and declared that nothing could ever induce him to voile 

Mr. PATTON obtained the floor, but gave way tonumecrous 
calls for an adjournment, though opposed to it himself; and 

Mr. GRAVES making the mojion, it prevailed, and 

The House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, February 22, 1838 

Mr. McKEAN presented the preamble and resolutions adopt- 
ed at a meeting of sundry citizens of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, in 
opposition to the Sub-Treasury bill, and urging the necessity 
of a National Bank: read, printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a communication from the 
the Speaker of the House of Reprecentatives of the State ot 
New York, enclosing certain resolutions adopted by that body, 
in opposition to the Sub-Treasury bill; which, after some re- 
marks from Mr. T. were read, laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, reported a 
bill granting a pension to Jonathan Crow; and a bill for the re- 
lief of John McLeod; which were severally read, and ordered 
to a second reading. : 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee on Claims was 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition ol 
John Thompson. ome 

Mr. LINN, on leave, and in pursuance of previous notice, In- 
troduced a bill to purchase the right to use the vapor bath ef 
Doctor Boyd Reilly; which was read twice, and referred to @ 
select committee, consisting of five members, to be appointed 
by the Chair. j 

The resolution introduced by Mr. LINN, appropriating the 
circular gallery exclusively to ladies, was taken up, and 
agreed to ; ‘ 

The resolution submitted by Mr. NICHOLAS, directing the 
Commitiee on Commerce to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation for a survey of the coast of Louisiana, 
from the Balize to the mouth of the Sabine, was taken up. — 

Mr. KING expressed some astonishment that this very 1m- 
portant coast had not been surveyed long since. He spoke of 
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jts importance in @ commercial point of view; it was a long 
line of coast, on which smuggling could be carried on to an al- 
most indefinite extent. Mr. K. said, when the subject came bo- 
fore him, he should cheerfully give it his earliest attention. 

The resolution was accordingly adopted. 

On motion ef Mr. KING, the resolution laid on the table 
some days ago fur distmbuting certain copies of the Land laws 
and American State Papers, now is the hands of the Secretary, 
was taken up, and, alter a brief expianativn, agreed to. 

The report of the Commitiee on Finance unfavorable to the 
petition of Theodore Bicknell and George F——, and the report 
of the same committee unfavorable to the petition of Jacob 
Baker, were severally considered and concurred in. 

The report of the Committee on Indian Affairs unfavorable 
to the claim of Caleb Atwater; and 

The report of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims unta- 
yorable to the petition of William Baily’s heirs, were also 
severally considered and concurred in. 

The amendments of the House of Representatives to the bill 
to amend the charter of the Franklin Insurance Company, were 
considered and agreed to. 

Tie following bills were severally read the second time, and 
considered asin Committ e of the Whole, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading: 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and devizees of Dr. Gus- 
tavus Horner, late surgeon’s mate in the army of the Revo- 
lution; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. William Ramsey, 
deceased; ; 

The bill for the relief of John Spitfarrow; 

The bill for the relief of Albion T. Crow; . 

The billfor the relief of Joseph Hall; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenat Wm. Rush- 
worm, deceased, and 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of John Hawkins, de- 
ceased. 







ORDER OF THE DAY. 
At one o’clock the Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Independent Treasury bill, asthe order of the day; when 
Mr. CRITTENDEN rose, and addressed the Senate at 
length in opposition to the bill, concluding his speech at near 
three o'clock; when 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, Feb. 23, 1833. 

Mr. HOWARD moved a suspension of the rules, for the 
purpose of proceeding, atone o’clock, to the considerationZot 
the neutrality bill. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the yeas and nay 
motion; which were ordered, and were, yeas 90, nays 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky, in behalf of Mr. MURRAY, 
detained from the Ilouse by indisposition, presented several 
petitions. 

Mr. LAWLER moved to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole from the bill in relation to the Bastrop claims, and to 
refer the same to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; which was agreed to. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

When this committee was called, 

Mr. PICKENS rose, and said he desired to know of the 
henorable chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means if 
the House was to expect a report and bill upon the subject of 
the currency, and upon the regulation and disbursement of the 
public tunds; ant also when they were to expect it, and what 
they had to look for on that subject?) Mr. P. propounded the 
interrogatory most respectfully, because the subject Was one 
on which the country was deeply and vitally interested, and, 
in his opinion, ought to be met with promptness, and decided. 
It was due to the House and to the country. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG wou!d cheerfully respond to the inqui- 
ry, and state that the Committee of Ways and Means would 
have reported on that subject at en earlier period of this ses- 
sion, but for the absence of two of their members, and their de 
sire to have a full committee on the consideration of a subject 
of so much importance. They would, however, be prepared 
te report early next week, perhaps by Tuesday or Wednesday, 
and would bring in a bill accompanied by a detailed report on 
the subject. 

Mr. C. also took that opportunity to notify the House that, 
as soon as the appropriation bills were disposed of, he should 
ask it to take up the important and urgent subject embraced in 
the gentleman’s inquiry. 

COMMERCE. 

Mr. TOLAND reported a bill for the relief of James Sel- 

den. 





on this 





JUDICIARY. 

Mr. THOMAS gave notice that as soon as the bill in relation 
to the frontier was disposed of, it was his intention, under in- 
structions to that effect from the Judiciary Committee, to ask 
the House to take up and consider the bill to prevent the abate- 
ment of suits in which the late Bank of the United States is a 
party. 

MILITARY AFFAIRS. 

Mr. McKAY reported Senate bill, with sundry amendments, 
entitled an act to increase the present military establishment 
of the United States, and for other purposes. 

Mr. McCLELLAN of Tennessee reported a bill for the relief 
of Daniel Bioom. 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia reported a bill restoring the 
name of John Davis to the pension roll 

Also, a bill restoring the name of John Cathron} to the pen- 
sion roll. 

Mr. EWING reported a bill for the relief of Jacob Beeker. 

Mr. KLINGENSMITH reported a bill for the relief of Jacob 
Grist. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Mary Phelps 


INVALID PENSIONS Gs 
Mr. McCLELLAN of New York reported a bill for the relief 
of Oliver Dorsett. 
Mr. AYCRIGG reported a bill for the relief of Captain James 
Hunt. 





PUBLIC BUILBINGS AND GROUNDS. 

Mr LINCOLN reported a resolution instructing this com- 
mittee to inquire into the expediency of enclosing and planting 
the public grounds now lying waste between Pennsylvania 
avenue and the Potomac river; which was concurred in. 

Mr. REED asked leave to offer a resolution granting the use 
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of the hall to the Congressional Temperance Society on Tues 
day evening next; objection being made, 

Mr. R moved a suspension of the rule, and first asked for the 
yeas and nays, but subsequently withdrew the call, and upon a 
count the rules were suspended, 91 to 3 

Mr. BOON asked fur the yeas and nays on agreeing to the re- 
soluuion, but they were not ordered, and the resolution was 
adopted 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of War, communicating a report trom the Com 
missioner On Pensiens, in answer toa resolution of the House 
in the case of Noel Parker; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

NEUTRAL RELATIONS 

The House then took up the special erder, being the “Act to 
amend an act, entitled ‘An act in addition to the act for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United States, and to 


repeal the acts therein mentioned,’ approved the 20th of April, 
i8is.” 

The question pending was on agreeing to the modified 
amendment of Mr. LOOMIS, to the first section of the bil, 
which was reconsidered, as stated heretofore in the Glove 

Mr. ROBERTSON had moved to recommit the bill, and all 
the amendments, to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

The question pending was onthe motion of Mr. BELL to 
commit the bill to a Committee of the Whole, with instructions 
to report the following as a substitute, which was the same Mr. 
Everett had given notice of his intention to move yesterday, 
in the following modified form: . 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert: 

That if any person, after the President of the United States 
shall have, by his proclamation, declared that an iasurrectien, 
or hostilities exist, or that there is imminent danger thereof, 
Within the territory or dominions of any foreign State orcolony 
conterminous with the United States, wih which the United 
States are at peace, shall, within the United States, or any 
territory belonging to the same, fit out auy vessel of wat, or 
purchase, procure, or collect any arms or munitions of war, 
with intent that the same shall be used or employed itn exciting, 
aiding, or carrying on such hostilities within any such foreign 
State or colony, such vessel, arms, and munitions of war shall 
be forfeited to the United States, and shail be liable to be 
seized and proceeded against in the manner provided by law for 
the seizure and condemnation of goods forfeited for being im- 
ported in violation of the revenue laws Provided, 'Yhat 
nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent any custo- 
mnry trade with such foreign State or colony. 

Mr. PATTON thought the bill and amendments were suffi 
ciently understood to take the vote upon it, without referring 
it the Committee of the Whole, as proposed by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, (Mr. Bett.) He thought, therefore, that the 
better plan would be for the House to take the vote, ingorder to 
see whether the House preferred the original bill or the anfend 
ment under consideration to the one which had been brouglit 
to the notice of the body by the gentleman from Vermout, (Mi 
Everett.) This, in hie opinion, would be the better course 
to pursue; and then, if the House refused to adopt the ameud 
ments proposed by the gentleman from New York (Mr 
Loomis) and himself, the amendment of the gentleman froin 
Vermont would be next in order, and the House cou! then 
adopt it in case a majority were satisfied with it. But as th 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Beir.) who had manilested a 
disposition to sustain the Committee on Foreign Atlairs in 
enactment of some bi!! for the purpose of preserving our ni 
trality, and asthe gentleman had shown himeelf so tareorably 
disposed towards the amendment of the gentleman from Ver 
mont, he would undertake to show the gendeman that its pro- 
visions were far more objectionable than the amendments pro 
posed by the gentleman from New York and himselt 

That amendment was, by far, more rigorous than the amend 

ment he had alluded to, which the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Wise) hadso much denounced. Both of these ameid 
ments Were obnoxious to the constitutional objections which 
had been made by several gentlemen; but the amendment ot 
the gentleman from Vermont was by tar the most objectional 
beeause it made the property of the citizen irrepleviable until 
the matter waslitigated upon. Then, by this amendment, the 
yroperty of the innocent citizen may be seized, and held in the 
1ands of the Governinent officer until the question has gone 
througha regular legal trial, without there being any possibi 
lity of relief for him. Does this recommend the amendment ot 
the gentleman from Vermont to the gentleman from Tennessee, 
and the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise)? Now the only 
new provision which the Committee on Foreign Affairs had i; 
troduced, was giving the President power to relieve the pro 
perty of the citizen when it was, in his opinion, wrongfully 
taken. It was inthe nature of the pardoning power. It was 
giving him power, when he became satisfied that no offence had 
been committed by the citizen, to restore the property which 
may have been seized. This was the difference between the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York, in connection 
with theamendmentsubmitted by himself, and the amendment 
ofthe gentleman from Vermont; and it seemed to hii that it 
must be apparent to the House that these amendments were 
infinitely more mild than the amendment of the gentleman from 
Vermont. 

With respect to the argumentof several gentlemen, that this 
bill violated the fourth and fifth amendments to the Constiru- 
tion of the United States, he thought it had been si fticiently 
answered by the gentleman from South Carolina,(Mr Lecare ) 
But gentlemen hadadmitted that cases might arise where war- 
rants might be dispensed with, and when they admitted this, 
they, in his opinion, conceded the whole ground. 

Mr. WISE said that he had drawn a distinction with respect 
to seizures merely 6. suspicion of crime. 

Mr. PATTON knew that many gentlemen had attempted to 
draw nice distinctions, but they were such distinctions as ye- 
minded him of the manin the play, who would not tie on ibis 
cravat without due process beiug issued to that effect from the 
squire. ; 

The gentieman from South Carolina, (Mr. Taompsen,) had 
inade constitutional objections to this bill, which, i 
him, were not well founded. 

Mr. THOMPSON explained that the constitutional distinc- 
tion which he had drawn was this: that an errest might be 
made without a Warrant, but noseizure of property couid be 
made without due course of law 

Mr. PATTON proceeded. Did not the gentleman perceive 
that the Constitution applied as much to the one case as the 
other? The provision is, “that no warrants shall issue but upon 
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particu- 
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larly describing the place to be searched, and the persons « 
things to be seized.’ There was no such distiaction as th 
gentieman had drawa; and this whole argument had been set 
rights, as he had before stated, by the genUeman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Leears.) P : 

Mr. P. then replied co the remarks of various gentlemen, w 
rezard to the Executive appointing tools and minions to inte: 
fere with the rights of the citizens, and contended that they had 
strangely perverted the salutary principles upon which every 
Government must act. What, he asked, was the authority pro 
posed to be given to the Executive by this bili? It was nothing 
wore nor less than an authority to direct certain United States 
officers to perform certain duties; and it they were insufficient to 
perform them, toappoint others to aid them. It was merely 
an authority toappointa set of special constables, to carry into 
efiect the laws, 

Mr. ROBERTSON would inquire of the gendeman if there 
Was any Clause in the Constitution which authorized the Presi 
dent to appoint special constables? 

Mr. PATTON would reply to his colleague, by asking him 
li there was any thing in the Consitution or laws of Virginia 
(o authorize the sheriffs to appoint bailifls,and aasistants. He be 
lieved there was not yet this power is exercised by every sheriff, 
every constabie, and by the watchmen of your cities in the 
night, for the purpose of preserving the peace and order of so 
ciety. This was a power which must necessarily be exercise: 
by all officers on particular emergencies, in erder to carry into 
execution the laws which were enacted by your Legislative 
bodies. He then replied to his colleatue, (Mr. Wuse,) with 
respect lo the exception which he had taken, relative to the ar 
rest of ciuizenson suspicion This was a thing whichin a 
Government like Ours every man was subject to. Tha col 
league must know that he was now subject to be arrested upon 
the oath of the greatest vagabond which might happen to be 
inthe land, and all that was ia it, was that he would heve his 
remedy in damages, if he was wrongfully arrested 

Mr. WISE he-e again explained, and beege| to eal! the a 
tention of his colleague to the distinction between these cases of 
arrest. In the one case, the arrest was mae on the oath of a 
intividual complaining on behalf of some injury done, or suy 
posed to be done, to himself, and the ma!ter was taken before a 

judicial officer; but, in the other, the complaint was made « 
behalf ofanother. The person who made the complaint wa 
both the accuser and the judge in the care 

Mr. PATTON thought the gentleman’s distinction was a di 
tinction withouta difference. ‘The seizure was made under! 
provisions of this bill, by an Executive officer—by an officer ot 
the law. So that, in both cases, there was an officer of the law 
to take cognizance of the matter. This whole matter, he took 
it, Was in accordance with the long settled principles of ou 
Government from its foundation, and he apprehended that 
was noi so objectionable as many geni’emen umagined. H 
next replied to the arguments of his colieacue, (Mr. Wisn,) 
who had denounced this bill as another alien and sedition bn 

tr. P. coatended that there was no analegy between the provi 
sions of this bill and the alien and sedition law, and wert into 
an examination of the various provisions of thatlaw, in order 
to show that he was correct in what he had stated 

Afier some explanatory remarks by Messrs. WISE and RO 
DERTSON, 

Mr. PATTON said that he would not go into the’dircussien 
with regard to Mexico and Texas at this time, which had been 
so frequently brought in while this bill was under diseussiot 

Sufficient for the day was the evil thereoi It would be suff 
cient for him to enter into that matter when it was brought fair 
ly before the House. He did not know whether there was any 
hostile feeling on the part of the President towards Mexico, or 
any favorable feeling towarda Texas, but he knew there was 
but little of that feeling prevailing in this House. 

With regard to the insinuations or imputations which had 
been thrown out, that this Government pursued one pol) 
towards Mexico and another towarde Great Britain, he thoueh: 
there was no foundation for it. He believed this country had 
never been disposed to disregard the rights of Mexico, and, oy 
the other hand, she would not play the part of the trucktin 
coward to Great Britain. He believed this nation would be 
as ready to assert and maintain her rights against a Govern 
ment af Europe as against any other Government 

Mr. TAYLOR spoke at some length on the merits of the 
various propositions. A sketch of his remarks will be given, 
from the Reporter’s notes, in to-morrow’s paper. 

Mr. HOWARD said it was necessary to pass some measure, 
and that promptly, and he had risen to do what appeared to be 
the wish of many gentlemen of the Mouse for the last day or 
two, and effect some compromise of the various opinions and 
propositions that had been heard and submitted. Mr. H. had 
accordingly prepared a proposition, which was read to the 
House for information. It was in the form of a substitute for 
the whole bill, and was then so moved by Mr. H 

Tothis Mr. DUNN submitted an amendment, and 

The subject was further debated by Messrs. MARVIN, MAX 
WELL, FILLMORE, DUNN, McKAY, HAYNES, ROBERT 
SON, and WISE. 

Mr. BELL modified his motion by accepting of the amend 
ment of Mr. Howarp, excepting the proviso 

Mr. DUNN then renewed his amendment. 

After some remarks by Messrs. MERCER an’ ADAMS, 

On motion of Mr. SAWYER, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, February 23, 1894 

Mr. WALL presented a memorial from sundry citizen 
Atlantic county, New Jersey, praying a survey of the inlet of 
Great Egg harbor: referred to the Commitiecé on Commerce 

Also, a memorial from Digby Smith, praying that the lig h: 
houses on the coast may be lighted on the plan invented by a 
certain citizen of Great Britain: referred to tiie Committee o1 
Commerce. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial from six hundred citizer 
of Highland county, Ohio, réraonstrating against the cour 
pursued by the misguided and fanatical zea! of ceriain of thetr 
citizens in relation to abolition petitions. The petitioners pray 
that the Senate will not act in conformity with the wishes of 
these misguided and deluded people, nor interfere in any way 
with the delicate and subsisting rights of the Southern State 
or the rights of a eimilar character subsisting in the District of 
Columbia. They pray, also, that Congress will not heed the 
prayer of these fanatics, who now seek to rescind the reso!) 
tions effered by Mr. Calhoun, but that they be evflered to r¢ 
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inain oo the journal as the true interpreters of the great political 
compact: ordered to lie on the table. — 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of Robert Grignon, 
praying the payment ofasum of money secured to him by a 
provision of a treaty with the Menomonee Indians: referred to 
th + Committee on Indian Affaire 

Mr PRESTON presented the memorial of B. F. Hand and G. 
Longstreet, praying compensation for extra services for carry- 
ing the mail: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Pow Roads. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from sundry citi- 
zens of Buffalo, New York, praying the construction of a har 
hor at Milwaukie, Wisconsin Territory: referred to the Com 
mittee on Commerce 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial, which he represent 
ed aaa long and able one, from the citizens of Charleston, 
South Carolina, praying that a a yard, depot, and dry dock- 
may be constructed at that city: referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. ; 

Mr. McKEAN presented five memorials from citizens of Phi- 
lad#iptia city and county, and one from citizens of Bucks coun, 
ty, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the annexation of Tex 
as to the Union: laid on the table 

Also, six memorials from citizens of Philadelphia city and 
county, praying Congress to abolish slavery in the District of 
Columbia 

Mr. SPENCE, from the Committee on the District of Co 
lumbia, reported a bill to incorporate the Medical Society of the 
city of Washington: ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. YOUNG, on leave, introduced a bill for the relief of Isa- 
bella Hall and others; which was read twice, and referred 

The following bills were severally read a third time and 
passed . 

Rill for the relief of the heirs of John Hawkins, deceased 

Bill for the relief ofthe heirs of William Russum, deceased. 

Hill for the relief of John Spitfathom. 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of Doctor William Ramsay, 
deceased 

Bill for the relief of the devisees and heirs of Dr. Gustavus 
Hlorner, late surgeon’s mate in the Revolutionary army 

Bill for the relief of Robert Hickey, of New York 

Bill for the relief of Joseph Plall 

Bill for the relief of Albion T. Crow 

On motion of Mr TIPTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of placing Abram Goble, of Indiana, 
on the roll of invalid pensioners of the United States, in conse 
quence of disability, occasioned by a wound received by him at 
Fort Montgomery, New York, in the year 1777 

Mc. SMITH of Indiana submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed 
to report to the Senate as follows 

Ist. The number of acres of land that have been granted for 
all purposes by the General Government to the States of Ohio, 
ludiana, Ulinois, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Michigan and Arkansas, including the lands granted to them 
while Territories, designating the purpose of the grant, and the 
number ofacres granted te each. 

24. The number of acres of public lands that have been sold 
in each of the States aforesaid at public or private sale,and the 
iverage price produced by the sale per acre, and the number 
of acres remaining unsold in each of the States aforesaid, in- 
cluding all the lands withir, those States, and designating be 
tween those lands to which the Indian title has been extinguish- 
ed and those held by the Indians. 

3d. The whole number of acres of public land in the State of 
Indiana that has been sold by the Governmentand the amount 
received from the sale 

Mr. NORVELL said he had no objection to the resolution, 
but would like fo so modify it, as to include the quantity sold 
at private aale as well as at auction 

Mr. KING wou!'d suggest that the resolution be made to 
read at“public and private sale,’ the document he thought 
would be rather voluminous, and much of the information, at 
least two-thirda, he believed might be found in other documents. 

Mr. SMITH said he would assent to any modification de 
sired by the gentlemen. His object was to have all the infor- 
mation embodied in one document. 

The Committee on Pensions made an unfavorable report on 
the petitions of Andrew Bean, Thomas Cogswell, Nathan 
Grantham, and Alpheus Whetmore 

On motion of Mr, DAVIS, the report of A. Whetmore was 
ordered to lie oa the table, and the others were severally con- 
curred in. 

Mr. WALKER would have no objection to the resolution, 
but that every particle of (he information would be found in the 
documents already before the Senate, The Senator fron Indi- 
ana would find a large portion of it in a detailed report made 

by the Commissioner of the Land Office. He could, therefore, 
see no necessity for its being furnished again; on the contrary, 
there would be a manifest impropriety in calling on the De- 
partmentagain. 

Mr. SMITH of Iadiana said he was not aware that the infor 
mation had been furnished; he would, therefore, let the resolu- 
tion lie for the present, until he could examine for himself. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to take up the Senate bill for the re- 
lief of Robert McCauley; which being assented to, Mr. 1H. said 
further legislation on the bill was unnecessary, asthe claim had 
been allowed and paid by the Third Auditor. He would, 
therefore, move us indefinite postponement; which was 
agreed to. é 

The bill to provide for the issuing patents for certain lands at 
Green Bay, Wiseonsin Territory, was read a second time, aad 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 

The bili to authorize an examination and test of Samuel 
Raub’s self-aciting double safety valve, was read a second time, 
when 

Mr. DAVIS said that the Senate had already passed and sent 
to the otter House a bill for a general examination into this 
matter, which, he contended, would embrace this as well as any 
other case worthy of observation 

Mr. TIPTON called for the reading of the report which ac 
companied the bill, which having been read by the Secretary, 
Mr. T. said wonld explain all that was necessary in relation to 
the subject. The creat destruetion of life and property had, 
in his opinion, made it th» duty of Government to do something 
io prevent a recurrence of such sad disasters. The committee 
were of opinion that Concress could do nothing better than to 
patronize an invention which scientitie and pracacal men had 
recommended. In reporting the present bill, Mr. T. said, the 
¢ mittee had done what was considered a duty, and that duty 
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being discharged, he was satisfied for the subject to take any 
course which the Senate might see fit. By the provisions of 
the bill, the invention would have to be tested, and its utility 
ascertained, by an authorized experiment, under the sanction of 
Government. 

Mr. DAVIS said he did not rise with a view to disparage 
the invention; but he would submit to gentlemen if this ma- 
chine were really what it purported to be, aud what was claim- 
ed for itin the language of the report just read, whether there 
would be any necessity to pass the bill? Butif he understood 
the business, it was matter of doubt even to the inventor who 
had asked an appropriation to test the principle, and whether 
it could be advantageously applied or not. Mr. D. said there 
had been another plan before the Senate, from an individual, to 
accomplish the same purpose, but by different means, that 
was considered so important thatthe whole subject matter was 
referred to a select committee; which, after being carefully in- 
vestigated, was considered of so equivocal and doubtful a cha- 
racter, that the committee did not feel warranted in making an 
appropriation, theugh the scheme was also recommended hy 
acientific and learned men. If there was any degree of certain- 
ty in the matter, practical men would soon perceive its utility, 
and it would become almost immediately adopted, and brought 
into general use. 

Mr. D. said so desirable had it been thought to do something 
to prevent, if possible, all similar calamities to those which 
had lately been witnessed from such causes, that a bill had 
passed that body,in which provision had been made, autho- 
rizing the President to appointa board of examiners, to con- 
sist of two scientific gentlemen, and one practical mechanic, 
versed in building, or constructing steam boilers, whose duty it 
was made to receive all such inventions as might be submitted 
to them, and report on their utility or practicability. That bill 
then would embrace this case as well as others. The Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, he had no doubt, acted from the 
best impulses in producing the bill; but he was still of opinion, 
that the wiser course would be, to let this invention be sub 
mitted with the others. If the appropiiations were not large 
enongh to test it fairly, they might be increased; and with this 
view of the subject, he had moved to lay the bill on the table, 

The bill was accordingly laid on the table. 

The bills for the relief of Nathan Peter, and William Adams, 
deceased, and for the relief of the owners of the brig Despatch 
and cargo, were severally read, and ordered to be engrossed for 


a third reading 
ORDERS OF THE Day. 
TheATtependent Treasury bill was then taken up, when Mr. 
BROWN tom. and addressed the Senate until four o’clock ; 
when ~ 


The Sepate then went into Executive business, and soon after 
adj ‘d over until Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, February 24, 1838 

Mr. LAWLER, on leave, laid on the table certain joint reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of Alabama. 

Reports from standing committees were then called for. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON reported the following resvlution; 
which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the clerk of the House of Representatives 
cause 2000 copies of the survey and chart of the harbor of Ha- 
vre deGrace and mouth of Suaqnuehanna river, and head wa- 
ters of the Chesapeake Bay, communicated to the House on the 
2d of February, 1837, from the War Department, to be litho- 
craphed on a reduced scale, for the use of the House. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 
lr. LINCOLN reported a bill to authorize the sale of cer- 
tain public lands of the United States near the Wabash and 
Erie canal, in the State of Ohi». 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia reported a bill for the relief of 

Captain Robert Lownds 
INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. MALLORY reported a bill for the relief of Charles 

Risley. 


GRANT OF SCHOOL LANDS, 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the resolu- 
tion submitted sometime since by Mr. JoHnson of Maryland, 
for the appointment of a select committee of one from each 
State to inquire into the propriety of reporting a bill granting 
to each State a certain quantity of public lands, for purposes of 
education. 

Mr. J. modified his proposition, and addressed the Honse till 
the expiration of the morning hour, when his remarks were 
cut off. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a coiamunication from 
the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a report in relation to 
St. Helena bar, with a view to building a light-house or light- 
houses; which, on motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, acommunication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
ransmiltting a statement of the amount of lands ceded by the 
Shawnee Indians; which, on motion of the same gentleman, 
was laid on the table 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, the regular orders were set 


aside 
NEUTRALITY BILL. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the Neutrality 
Bill, the question under consideration being on the following 
substitute of Mr. Iowarop: 

‘*Thatthe several collectors, naval officers, surveyors, and 
inspectors of the customs, the marshals and deputy marshals of 
the United States, and every other officer who may be specially 
empowered for the purpose by the President of the United 
Suates, shall be, and they are hereby, respeetively, authorized 
an‘ required to seize and detain any vessel or other means or 
materials which may be provided or prepared for any military 
expedition or enterprise contrary to the sixth section of the act 
passed on the twentieth of April, eighteen hundred and eighteen. 
entitled “ An act inaddition to the act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States, and to repeal the acts 
therein mentioned,”’ and retain possession of the same until 
the decision of the President be had thereon, or until the same 
shall be released, as herein after directed. 

“Sec. 2 And he it further enacted, That when any person 
may conceive himself to be aggrieved by the acts of any person 
authorized by this act to make seizure as aforesaid, he may file 
his’petition before the district court of the district wherein the 
seizure was made, (which court is hereby ee em- 
powered to hear and decide upon the case) stating Me facts; 





and thereupon, after due notice given to the district attorney. 
and to the person making said seizure, the said court shall sum 
marily hear and adjudge thereupon, as law and justice may re 
quire; and if said court shall decide that the said property sv 
seized had been provided or prepared contrary to the provisions 
of the sixth section ofsaid act, then the same shall be detained 
by the officer so seizing said property until the President sha!) 
order it to be restored to the owner or claimant; but if the deci 
sion of said court shall be in favor of the owner or clai 
property shall immediately be restored.” 

The question immediately pending was on the following 
amendment, as an additional section, submitted by Mr. DUNN 
of Indiana: , 

“Src. —. And heit further enacted, That it shall be the dy 
ty of the officer making such seizure, with due diligence. 
make application tosome judge of the circuit or district cour 
of the United States for a warrant to justify the detention of thy 
property so seized; which warrant shall be granted only op 
proof, on oath or affirmation, to the satisfaction of such judge 
showing good eause to suspect that the property so seized js 
intended to be used for the unlawful purpose aloresaid Ana 
if said judge shall refuse to issue such warrant, or application 
therefor shall not be made by the officer making such seizure, 
within a reasonable time thereafter, the said property shall be 
forthwith restored to the owner thereof.”’ . 

In offering this amendment, 

Mr. DUNN said that the object of the bill was to authorize 4 
seizure of the property specified, without first making affids 
vits and obtaining a warrant; and the propriety of such seizur: 
is maintained on the ground that the delay consequent in the 
procuring of the warrant, would enable the parties implicate: 
to remove the property beyond reach. Without expressingany 
opinion whether the emergency ofthe case would justify the 
departure proposed from the usual course of proeeeding, he 
must say that if it did so justify the seizure it atforded no justi 
fication tor a detention of the property afterwards, without th. 
usual formalities of the law being complied with. 

As the billcame from the Senate, the owner could only obtain 
possession of his property by giving bond and sceurity, or by 
obtaining the consent of the President of the United States for 
its return. "The amendment offered this morning by the gentle 
mar, fromm Maryland, (Mr. Howarp,) had given him another 
remedy; and that was the right to a summary hearing, on a de 
mand of restoration before a judge. But the burthen ofthis pro 
ceeding fell upon the injured party. He was compelled to seek 
the judge, whose attendance he had no power to command He 
had to give notice to the United States officers. In many i 
stances, this might be highly inconvenient, and great delay 
arise, especially when the property of persons living at a dis 
tance should be taken. He was, therefore, disposed to go a lit 
le further; and if it was thought necessary for the public good 
to relax the strictness of the law as at present established, in 
the first instance, to permit the seizure, he would require that 
the usual requisitions and forms of law should be complied 
with as soon thereafter as possible. The necessity that is sup 
posed to justify a seizure without warrant, does not apply to 
the detention without warrant; and he would impose this bur 
then of procuring the sanction of the law for the detention of 
the property, upon the persons making the seizure; making it 
his duty forthwith to make out such a case before a judge as 
would have authorized the issue of the warrant in the fi 
instance, and the detention of the property under it; and if h 
failed to do so, that the property should be immediately 1 
stored. This would not deprive the owner of any remedy | 
now had, or which it was proposed to give him, but would b 
an additional safeguard over the rights and property of the cit 
zen. He therefore proposed the amendment to the amendmen 
offered by the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Howaro.) 

Mr. HOWARD said he had understood the gentleman from 
Tennessee, on yesterday, as moving his amendment as a sub 
stitute forthe two first sections of the bill, and leave the r 
mainder of the bill as it now stands. 

Mr. BELL replied, that his motion was to substitute hi 
amendment for the whole bill; but if it would meet the view 
ofa majority of the House, he might hereafter modify hi 
amendment to meet the suggestions of the gentleman from 
Maryland. : 

Mr. CROCKETT said he did not rise with a view to ente: 
at large into the discussion of this measure, but simply to cal! 
the attention of the House to the great mass of business before 
it, and to entreat and implore the House to bring the discussion 
of this subject to a close, and come to some decision upon it one 
way oranother. Sir, (said Mr C.) almost three months of th 
session have already passed away, and what have we done’ 
Almost half the session has passed away, and we have don: 
nothing. We have notas yet, sir, acted upon a single measure 
of public importance. We have already spent a week or te: 
days in the discussion of this measure, and, judging from 
appearances, it seems that there is but little hope of reachin 
any conclusion in any shorttime. Sir, I protest against the 
course pursued by gentlemen in this discussion, and must 
express my unqualified dissent from the course taken by some 
of my friends in the course of the debate. It seems to me, sir, 
that gentlemen have involved themselves in rather an awkward 
predicament and in almost ridiculous inconsistencies. 

The revolution in Texas had been repeatedly referred to, 
and the late Administration had been denounced in the mo 
unmeasured terms for having failed to enforce the laws, and 
our obligations of neutrality, with Mexico; and when the 
present Executive asks for power to do that which they de 
nounced General Jackson for having failed to do, the measure 
is denounced as arbitrary and tyrannical, and as odious as the 
alien and sedition law. 

Sir, the citizens of the West have been denounced as violators 
of the laws. Sir, !repel the charge. I have a personal know 
ledge of the conduct of some of our citizens in relation to the 
revolution in Texas. I believe, sir, as many of the citizens 0/ 
the district which I have the honor to represent went to the 
assistance of the Texans in their struggle for independence, 
as from any other section of the Union of the same extent; and, 
so far as my knowledge extends, they had violated no law, bul 
had gone there in the exercise of their unquestionable rights 
with a view of becoming Citizens of the country. No military 
expedition had been fitted out against Mexico—no organized 
military force had gone out from this country to the assistance 
of Texas. But, sir, those who did go, went as private citizens, 
in the exercise of their lawful rights. And, sir, continued Mr 
C. however much 1 may be di to censure some other 
measures of the late Administration, lam bound to say that, in 
relation to this case, the then President did all in his power to 
enforce obedience to the laws of the land and our obligations of 
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neutrality. Did he notissue his orders to all the proper officers 
on the southwestern frontier to take prompt measures to en- 
force the laws? But a greatoutcry has been made because he 
did not issue a proclamation. I would like to knew, said Mr, 
C. what good a proclamation would have done? It would have 
been as idle as to “pitch straws against the wind.’”” A mere 
idle, unmeaning Ceremony. Sir, I not only believe the Admi- 
nistration did its duty, but I believe the people who went to the 
assistance of Texas also did their duty by exercising their rights 
if they felt disposed to do so. Thope our citizens will never 
jook with indifference upon a people struggling for civil liber- 
ty; they would merit disgrace if they did, and would not de- 
serve the name of freemen. But, sir, it is far from my wish 
that our citizens should violate the laws and our duties towards 
foreign powers; and 1 view the existing laws as amply suffi 
cient tosecnre these obligations, if faithfully observed and en- 
forced. Iam, therefore, Mr. Speaker, opposed to the present 
pill, from beginning to end, amendments and all. ¥ 

In conclusion, I will repeat my desire that the House will, in 
the course of this day at least, come to some decisiomupon this 
measure, and allow us, atthe commencement of the next week, 
to take up the busiuess of the session, and attend to the duties 
we owe to our constituents. The country had a right, and I 
believed it to be their duty, to hold us to an account for this 
idle and prodigal waste of the public time. Mr. C. repeated 
that there Were many important measures requiring their con- 
sideration, and some local measures in which his own constitu- 
ents felt the deepest interest—measures which had been for 
nine or ten years before that House, but had been pressed dewn 
and kept back by measures deemed to be of more general im- 
portance. He trusted, however, that the House would lay 
aside these idle discussions, and enter at once upon their duties. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut, most cordially concur- 
red with the gentleman from Tennesse, in the hope that this 
House wouldact speedily upon this bill, so that the other im- 
portant business which was pressing upon the House might be 
taken up and acted upon. He felt the burthen which was rest- 
ing upon the House, and he had, on yesterday, opposed the sus- 
pension of the rule to take up this bill, because he belicved that 
the facility with which we obtained a suspension of our rules 
added much tothe length of the discussions which we had in 
the House. He knew the great importance of much of the bu- 
siness which was set aside by this bill, and he trusted that this 
bill would be disposed of to-day,.so that we might go on with 
the other business which it was our duty to act upon. 

With regard to the bill under consideration there were two 
questions involved init. The first was, is the power proposed 
to be conferred constitutional! The second was, is it expe- 
dicnt? With regard to the first question,the constitutional power- 
What are the feasures of the Senate bill which has been desig- 
nated unconstitutional? It is the power to seize and detain pro- 
perty, as it has no relation whatever to personal liberty. He 
held that no man could be deprived of his liberty or property 
except by due process of law; and he did not see why it was 
that the law of arrests had been so frequently quoted on this 
question, as this matter had no relation to it. 

He laid down the principle that no property ceuld be seized 
but by dae process of Jaw, and this was the ground taken by 
many genilemen ee this bill. But the seizures 
which were to be made under the provisions of this bill, arose 
out of the peculiar circumstances of the case, and, in his opi- 
nion, Were perfectly justifiable, and in pursuance of the prinei- 
ples of law. There had been a great deal said by gentlemen 
about these seizures being made without a warrant, but he 
would bez leave to say to gentlemen, that if we passed this 
law the law itself would be the warrant for the seizure, and 
when the the officer of the Government made the seizure, then 
itis done by the authority vested in him by the law ; and there- 
fore seizures made under this law, in case it passed, would be 
as much by authority of law as though they were made under 
a wairant, issued by a magistrate. He, therefore, come to the 
conclusion that this power, great as it was, was still constitu- 
tional, and that the fourth article of the Constitution had no 
bearing upon this case. 

Then. he next question which arose, was it expedient to pass 
this law, supposing that we have the power? Certainly we 
should exercise great power, when gieat emergencies re- 
quired it. It was exercising a great power to hang a man— 
to put a man todeath; still the preservation of the peace of so- 
ciety demanded this power to be exercised on some occasions. 
He believed that this power shduld be conferred on the Presi- 
dent. He was as much in favor of civil liberty as any gentle- 
man, but go1ag on the principle that we are the advocates of 
civil liberty, how can we better sustain it, than by repres- 
sing our citizens from interfering in the affairs of other Go- 
vernments, Will we not by this involve our own Government 
in difficulties, and have a blow struck at civil liberty withia 
our own borders. 

If We wish to adhere to the principles of justice, is it not pro- 
per that we should act justly towards other Governments; and 
prevent our people from interfering in their affairs? Shall we 
say tothe world that we are so delicately situated that we dare 
not exercise a power which we would call upon other Govern- 
ments to exercise, if we were differently situated. This law did 
not propose any arrestof persons. Jt was an arrest of proper- 
ty merely which it contemplated, and he thought we were doing 
a great injury to this bill by discussing it too much. The prin- 
ciple contained in it is recognised in the acts of 1794 and 1818, 
and our Government has always acted under this principle. 


If this bill was passed, andthe President directed seizures to 
be made, it would not be the Executive which conferred the 
power to make these seizures, but it would be conferred by the 
law of Congress. He hoped the amendments pending to this 
bill would fail, so that the House might have the opportunity of 
voting upon it as itcame from the Senate, and then it would 
either adopt or reject it. 


Mr. GARLAND of Virginia heartily concurred with the two 
gentlemen who had preceded him, that this bill had occupied 
too much of the time of the House. He contended that we had 
a perfect right, under the Constitution, to pass a bill of this 
kind, and that the necessity of the case demanded it at our 
hands. 

The law of 1818, he contended, was insufficient, and there- 
fore it was the duty of the House to pass a law conferring sul- 
ficient sower to preserve our neutrality. The law of 1818 was 
a penal law; but thislaw was a preventive law, and he contend- 
ed that the preventive power was the most efficacious that could 
be exercised. Was he, then, tobe told that you had no preven- 
tive power? Ifso, and you had no eer power, it was 
high time you had such a power. But he contended that you 








had this power, and that it was an appendant power growing 
out of the national laws of every Government. 

It had been contended by seme gentlemen shat your cilizens 
might go on, and enlist and carry ona war in Canada, without 
violating our neu'ral relations. “It would he, however, in lis 
epinion an anomaly in tue history of nations, that your cil 
zens could be at war, while your Government was neutral 
He did not believe in this doctrine, that your citizens could fit 
out expeditions against other Governments on th plea that 
they were going to expatriate themselves. Would wdo for a 
company of men to form themselves into a corps, and march 
into an adjoining territory with all the munitions ef war about 
them, and say that they were exempt from your laws, because 
they were going to expatriate themselves 

This doctrine he did not believe would hold geod any where 
If we expected other Governments at any future time to pre- 
serve a neutrality with us, we must now enforce the laws upon 
our own citizens, and compel them to preserve our neutrality 
Mr.G. proceeded at some length to reply to the remarks of his 
colleague, (Mr. Wise.) and others who had spoken against the 
bill, and concluded by expressing the hope that the House 
would speedily adopt some bill having in view the preservation 
of our neutral relations. 

Mr. RENCHER addressed the House briefly, contending that 
the law of 1818 was sufficient to provide a remedy for all cases 
which might occur on our northern or north westernfronter. 

Mr. HALSTEAD gave his opinion, that the law of 1818 was 
defective, but notso much so as to require a very forcible mea 
sure now to be enacted; a slight amendment to that act was all 
that was necessary. 

Mr. TOUCEY entered into a brief review of the original bil 
as it came from the Senate and the pending amendments, and 
expressed a hope that the sense of the House would be taken 
without any further discussion. 

Mr. PETRIKEN then rose and said, Mr. Speaker, I have 
waited patiently for five or six days, hoping each day that the 
speech-makers would get as tired making speeches as we who 
do not make speeches are of hearing them, but seeing no pro 
bability of having my hopes realized, 1 shall, with a view to 
putastop tothis debate, if possible, move the previous ques 
tion. 

The CHAIR explained, that the main question, if ordered 
would be on the Senate’s bill as amended, by limiting its ope 
ration to 15i0. 

Upon taking the count by tellers, the division was—ayes 64, 
noes 43, no quorum 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved a call of the House: lost. 

The question being again taken on seconding the demand for 
the previous qnestion, it was decided in the affirmative—ayes 
83, noes 51, and the main question was ordered without a count. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the yeas and nays on the main 
question; which were ordered, and were—yeas 76, nay sds. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. PATTON moved to reconsider the vote by which this 
bill had been rejected. He remarked that almost every man 
who had participated in the discussion, and had avowed his 
wish to pass some measure to res.rain our citizens from com- 
mitting acts of aggression upon a friendly power, had been 
found opposing the original bill by the vote just taken, anid 
voting with those opposed to any measure at all, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST expressed a hope that the motion 
would prevail, so that the House might adopt some ofthe other 
propositions, 

Mr. MONTGOMERY asked for the yeas and nays, but they 
were not ordered. ‘ : 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Kentucky suggested to Mr, PATTON, 
as the House was very thin, to withdraw his motion, and uive 
notice of it, which would bring it up on Monday; but Mr. P. 
declined. 

The motion prevailed without a division; and the vote being 
reconsidered, the bill was again before the House, with all the 
amendments cut off. 





Mr. HOWAKD then submitted a substitute similar to thatof 


Mr. BELL’S. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio moved to refer the bill, and the various 
propositions to amend, to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to refer them to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs 

Mr. BOON made a few remarks on the extraordinary delay 
this bill had produced, and expressed his intention of voting 
against it in any andevery shape in which it could be presented, 
amendments and aii. 

The first motion was briefly advocated by Mr. RIDDLE, 
when it was disagreed to—ayes 54, noes not counted, and the 
second motion prevailing—ayes 85. 

So the bill was again recommitted to the Commi:tea on Fv - 
reign Aflairs. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG gave notice that on Monday next, he 
should from necessity be compelled, after petitions had been 
presented, toask the House to go on wit! the appropriation 
bills, in consequence of the pressing condition of the public ser- 
vice, particularly the army. 

The CHAIR laid before the House a communication from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a statement of the con- 
tracts made by the Treasury Department during the year !s:7, 
in the construction of light-houses and similar works; whict 
was laid on the table, 

On motion, The House adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, February 26, 1838. 
DEATH OF THE HON. JONATHAN CILLEY. 

As soon as the journal was read, 

Mr. FAIRFIELD rose and addressed tt.e House as follows’: 

Mr. =peaker: An event has occurred since our Ja>t adjourn- 
ment, which has spread a deep gloom over this community, and 
deprived this body of one of its most valuable members. 1 
allude. sir, 10 the death of my late colleague, the Hon. Jona- 
THAN CILLEY, which, it is my painful duty to announce, took 
plaice on Saturday last near this city. One hour we saw him 
in full life, standing mn the midst of us in all the pride and vigor 
of manhood; the next, a helpless, inanimate corpse. It is a 
case, sit, Most melancholy and heart-rending in all its c\ircum- 
stances, (of which, however, this is not the occasion to speak.) 
and brings home to our minds, with peculiar emphasis he trite 
but solemn truth, that “in the midst of life we are in death.” 

My deceased colleague was a man of uncommon talents. His 
mind was strong, vigorous, well stored, and well disciplined. 
He had, moreover, that indomitable-spirit of perseverance in all 
the pursuits of an elevated and hgnorable ambition, which 
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would not rest satisfied with low attainments Ife y 
took largely, too, of that fearless patriotism of his anc 
which made them “pour out their blood like water,’ in the 
war of the Revolution, and which also displayed itself i: 
brave and chivalrous conduct of an only brother durin 
late war. 

His feliow-citizens had often elected him to places of honor 
and trust in the State of his adoption, and had now given hin 
seat among the Representatives of the nation;—among us, who 
are now spared to deplore’ his abrupt aud tragicat removal! 
Though he had not long been a member of this body. he had 
established an enviable and an enduring reputation: “His ready 
powers of debate, his warm and fervid eloquence, bis manly 
bearing towards opponents, and courteous demeanor to all, will 
be readily acknowledged, and long remembered, by the members 
of this House 

That his sudden and melancholy death will produce a deep 
sensation in Maine, and indeed throughout the whole country, 
no one can doubt: but the annunciation of the dreadtul fact 
to the partner of his bosom, sitting in the midst of the you 
pledges of their mutual affection, litle dreaming of the blow 
that awaits her, it is shecking to contemplate No one cain 
think of it but with feelings of the most poignant and heartfelt 
grief. May “Ile who tempers the wind to the shorn land,’ 
and who “will not break the bruised reed.’ cive her that co: 
solation and support which she needs, and which no earthly 
power can give. . 

With this briefand imperfect announcement, | beg leave to 
submit the following resolutions 

Resolved, That the members of this House will attend the 
funeral of JONATHAN CiLLey, deceased, late a member of the 
House from the State of Maine, at 12 o’clock to. morrow 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take order for 
superintending the funeral of JonatHaN Cinigy. deceased 

Resolved, Thatthe members and officers of this House will 
testily their respect for the memory of Jonaraan Citiry. by 
wearing crape on the leftarm for thirty days 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted, 

On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, 

The House then adjourned till 12 o'clock to morrow. 
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IN SENATE, 
Monpay, February 26, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated a letter from the Secretary 
the Treasury, in answer to a resolution of the Senate of t 
22d instant, directing him to communicate the report of B. au! 
G. W. Blunt, of New York, relative to the construction and 
improvement of light-houses, stating that no anch communica 
tion had been received at hia office, nor at the office of th: 
Fiith Auditor. 

Also, a report from the same, transmitting, in compliance 
with the provisions of the acts for the establishment of the 
Treasury, War, and Navy Departments, 2 list of contracts en 
tere d into for the year 1837: laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, a report from the War Department, transimitting, in 
coimpliance with a resolution of the Senate, a map of the mili 
tary road from Saginaw to Mackinaw; which, on motion of 
Mr. LYON, was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed 

Mr. TROTTER presented’the memorial of the Legislature of 
Miasissippi, praying Congress to ratify and confirm certain pre 
emptuon claims under the act of June, 1834: referred to the Com 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SMITII of Indiana presented a memorial, siened by 
seventy-four of the members of the General Assembly of the 
State of Ohio, praying Congress to appropriate a portion of the 
public funds in a subscription for a part of the capntal stock of 
the Jeffersonville and New Albany Canal Company, incorpo 
rated by the State of Indiana, to construct a canal around the 
falls of Ohio, on the Indiana side, of sufficient capacity to pa 
steam’ ats of the largest size. 

Mr. 8. said he had before had the honor to introduce memo 
rials, numerously signed by the business men of Wheeling ani! 
Cincinnati, on this subject. Those memorta!« had been printed 
and referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. He (Mr 
S.) would only say, on the present occasion, that the great 
importance of the measure was admitted and felt by the who'e 
western country. 

On motion of Mr. S. the memorial was referred to the Com 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, presented the memorial of the in 
habitants of township three, range nine west of Huntsville, 
Alabama, representing that the 16th section, reserved “for 
schools, in that township is sterile and unpreductive, and pray 
ing a grant of other lands in lieu of the same; which was ve 
feferred to the Committee on Public Lends. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of sundry inhabitant: 
of Erie, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to take measures to 
prevent the re-issue of the notes of the old Bank of the United 
States: referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BUCITANAN presented the memorial of a large number 
of citizens of Philadelphia, asking Congress to establish a dry 
dock at that place, and setting forth strong reasons why such 
an establishment should exist there: referred to the Commitice 
on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
cause to be prepared and communicated to the Senate, tables 
of the rates of exchange, foreign and domestic, and of the price 
bank notes at different periods, from such materials as are im 
the Department, and such others as can be conveniently pro- 
cured, 

On motion of Mr. WALL the Senate took up and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole, the bill for the establishment of 
a port of entry at Jersey City; and, a!ter brief explanations from 
Messrs. WALL aud KING, it was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third realing. 

A message was received from the Houge of Representatives, 
by Mr. Frankurn, their Clerk, announcing the death of the 
Hon. JonaTHAN CILLEY, a member of that Honee froin the 
State of Maine, and stating that the funeral would take place 
from the hall of the Houee to-morrow at 12 o'clock. 

Mr. WILLIAMS rozeand addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I came into the Senate ths morning, ex- 
hausted and overwhelmed, to perform the melancholy duty of 
announcing to you and to the Senate of the United States the 
sudden and lamented death of my friend and colleague, the 
Hon. JONATHAN Ciniey, a Representative from Maine in the 
Congress of the United States. i 

Atthe last adjournment of the Senate, Mr. Crn.ey was in 
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perfect health, fall of hope and expectation of making himeel! 
useful in asserting and vindicating the violated rights of his 
State, and of disunguishing himsell in the great questions which 
now a0 deeply agitate the public mind; full of zeal and ardent 
patriot wid of devotion to the great cause of human liberty 
aod of human righta, he considered that a crisis had arisen wi 
aiacight to claim the services of her sons. He 
sll of bis Constituents, relinquishing the enjoyments 
of th circle of a wife and three children. Heisnowa 
lifeless corpse ; all his hopes are blasted and destroyed, and his 
constituents are deprived of the services of an able and faithful 
representative, 
Mr Cuuney waea native of New Hampshire, and belonged to 
ve of he Most ancient and respectable families in that Suite 
Patriotiam and bravery were his inheritance. His grandfather 
was the d ruished patriot and brave officer of the Revolu 
tion, General Ciniey ; and his brother, Captain Josepu Citcey, 
was the gallant leader of the heroic charge under Colone] Mit 
rn, at the bactle of Bridgewater Heights, in the last war 
(he deceased was a graduate of Bowdoin College, in Maine, 
and by hie superior talents and application attamed a high 
| marin that State, He was a good lawyer, an able 


pest 


gianding att 
cate, and a powerlul debater 
un early lile Mr. Cattey wasardently attached to the 
ciples of free government; azealous advocate of the rights 
whole people, and a determined opponent of the claim 
few to lyrannize over the many 

In 1832, Mr. Citiey was elected to the House of Representa 
tives in Maine, and tn 1835 and 1836 was Speaker of that body, 
where his talents and love of country became so conspicuous, | 
that in 1837 he was elected to Congress in adistrict in which 
the majority were his political opponents. 

Of his conduct here I need not speak, for all who hear me, 
and all who koew Mr. Cinvey in the other end of the Capitol, 
will bear testimony to his ability, to his open, frank, and deter 
mined course, to the high order of his talents and powers as a 
debater, and to the respect and deference be paid to the rights 
of oter 

As atnan, Mr. Cintey was warm, ardent, generous, noble: | 
aaa friend, true, faithful, abiding. He was in the meridian of 
hia ite, aged 35: the past was the earnest of the future 

In iadeath Maine has lostone of her brightest ornaments. 
inf the nation is bereft of a devoted patriot, and an ardent, zea 

"i upporter of its free insutuvions 

Nhe sun which set upon the lifeless corpse of my late friend 
an! colleague, rose bright and cheering upon his distant fireside 


circle, and the wife of his bosom blessed its gladsome beans, 
and told her innocent children that it brought the return of their 
father one day nearer. 

Alas! nor wife nor children shall see him more. Who 
shall now penetrate that bereaved mansion, and witness the 
teare, ihe ayony, the distraction of the widow and the fatherless? 
Mr. President, 1 cannot. May the Father of all mercies be 
their comforter and their support. 

Of the cause and manner of the death of Mr. Crniey, J for- 
bear to speak; but allow me to say, that itis my solemn con- 
viction that he entertained no ill will, and intended no disre- 
spect, to Mc. Graves, in any thing that occurred; and that in 
acce;ting the call, he did nothing more than he believed indis 
pensable, to avoid disgrace to himself, to his family, and to his 
constituents 

Mr. WILLIAMS then submitted the following resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted: 

Resolecd unanimously, That the Senate will attend. the 
funeval of the Hon. JoNaTHAN CILLEyY, late a member of 
the House of Representatives, from the State of Maine, at the 
hour of twelve o’clock to morrow, and as a testimony of ré spect 
for the memory of the deceased, they will go into mourning, by 
Wearing crape round the left arm for thirty days. . 

And, as an additional mark of respect to the memory of the 
deceased, 

Resolved, That the Senate do now adjourn. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvespay, February 27, 1838 
he House met, pursuant to adjournment, at 12 o’clock, for 


HOUSE 


the purpose of attending the funeral obsequies of the Hon 
JonaTuan Ciniey, late a Representative Congress from the 
State of Maine. 

The committee of arrangements, pall-bearers, and mourners, 
ittended at the late residence of the deceased, at Nr. Birrn’s, 
at Ll o’elock, a.m. at which time the remains were removed, 
incharre of the commictee of arrangements, attended by the 
as of the House of Representatives, tothe Hall, 
where the funeral service was performed by the Rev. Mr. Sx1 

n, and the discourse preached by the Rev. Mr. Ress. 

The funeral procession then moved from the Hall of the 
House of Representatives to the place of Interment, in the fol 
lowing order 
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The Chaplains of both Houses. 
Committee of Arrangements, viz 
Mr. Evans, of Maine. 
Mr. Arumrron, of N. 1 Mr. Cores, of Va, 
Mr. Connor, of N.C Mr. Jounson, of La. 
Mr. Waittiesey, of Ohio, Mr. Fittmors, of N. Y. 
Pali Bearers, viz: 
Mr. Ta mas, of Maryland, Mr. ¢ 
Mr. Winutrams, of N. 
Mr. Ocxse, of Pennsylvania, Mr. Martin, of Alabama 
The family and friends of the decease j 
The members of the House of Representatives and Senators 
from Maine, as mourners 
Tie Sergeant-at armsol the House of Represer tatives 
House of Representatives, preceded by their Speaker 
and Clerk 
The Sergean(-at-arms of the Senate, 
ue of the United States, preceded by the Vice Presiden 
and their Secretary 
The President of the Unned States. 
The Heads of Departments 
Judges of the Supreme Court, and its officer: 
Fore:gn Ministers. 
Citizens and Strangers. 


AMPBELL, of 8. C 
Mr. Wuirre, of Indiana, 


The 


The Se 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, February 27, 1838. 
The Senate assembled at 12 #'clock, pursuant to adjourn 
pent: and after the journal was read, 


Mr. WHITE rose and said, that in order thatthe Senate might 
carry Into effect the resolution adopted yesterday in relation to 
attending the funeral of the deceased member from Maine, he 


would move that the Senate adjourn; which motion being con- 
curred in, 


The Senate adjourned until morrow, at 12 0’clock. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, Feb. 28, 1838. 

DEATH OF HON. JONATHAN CILLEY. 
As soon as the journal was readl— 
Mr. FAIRFIELD rose, and asked leave to offer the following 
resolution 
Resolved, Thatac 
appointed to investig 


mimittee censisting of seven members be 
ate the causes which led to the death of the 
Hon. JonatHan Citiey, late a member of this House, and the 
ciecumstances connected therewith, and report thereon to the 
House. 

Resolved, That said committee have power to send for per- 
sons and paper {have leave to sit during the sessions of 
the House 

Mr. BELL rose and objected. Mr. B. said he thought that 
whatever was done in this matier, had better be postponed un- 
til the House became more calin, and was able to act more 
coolly on the subject 

Mr. FAIRFIELD moved a suspension of the rule. 

Mr. PARKER called forthe yeas and nays, whieh were or- 
dered, angl were—yeas 113, nays 31, as follows: 

YE AS—Mesers. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Anderson, 
Atherton, Aycrigg, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, 
Bond, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Brodhead, Bruyn, W. B. 
Calhoun, Cambieleng, Casey, Clark, Coles, Craig, Crary, 
Cushman, Davies, Deberry, DeGraff, Dunn. Edwards, Elmore, 
Evans, Everett, Fairfield, R. Pletcher, Fry, Gallup, Glascock, 
Goode, Grantland, Grant,Gray, Grennell, Haley, Hall, Ham- 
mond, Hastings, Haynes, Henry, Hopkins, Hubley, N. Jones, 
Kligore, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Marvin, Martin, Maxwell, 
McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McKim, Milli- 
gan, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Mathias Morris, Samuel W. 
Morris, Calvary Morris, Noble, Noyes, Owens, Palmer, Parker, 
Paynter, Peck, Petrikin, Plumer, Potts, Potter, Prentiss, Rari- 
den, Randolph, Reed, Rhett, Richardson, Ridgway, Rives, 
Russell, Shetler, Charles Shepard, Sheplor, Slade, Smith, Spen- 
cer, Stuart, Stratton, Tillinghast, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Van- 
deve r, Weeks, Albert 8. White, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas 
T. Whitdesey, Lewis Williams, Jared W. Williams, Wor- 
thington, Yell, and Yorke—113 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, John Cajhoon, William B. Campbell, 
William B. Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Cranston, Daw- 
son, Ewing, James Garland, James Graham, Harlan, Harper, 
Hawes, Robt. M. T. Hunter, Wm. C. Johnson, Mallory, James 
M. Mason, Samson Mason, McKennan, Mitchell, Robertson, 
Sergeant, Shields, Snyder, Southgate, Valiaferro, John White, 
Sherrod Williams, Jos. L. Williams, and Christopher H. Wil- 
liams—51. = 

{Mr. Fiercuexof Vermont came to his seat just as the Clerk, 
in callingthe yeas and nays upon the above motion, had passed 
hisname. Mr. F. requested the privilege of recording his 
name upon the motion pending, as, by the rules of the House, 
he could not without unarimous consent. Objection being 
made, the request was denied. ] 

So the rules were su 

Mr, FAIRFIELD rose 

Mr. President: entertaining the views and feelings which 
Ido entertain in regard te the awful tragedy in which 
certain members of this House lately participated, I could not 
refrain from offering the resolutions which have just been 
read. Sir, if thad held back, and refused to move in this affair, 
“the voice of my brotier’s blood would cry to me from the 
giound.’? My Jate colleague and friend has been shot down 

rived of life in a manner, and under circumstances, 
to me most imperiously to demand an investiga- 
due tothe surviving family and friends of the de- 
ceased, that we should take cognizance of this affair: it is 
due to ourselves, to our conntry, to humanity, and to God; 
and I trust that no member will shrink from the high and 
ema responsibility thus cast upon him. But, aside from 
the peculiar circumstances of this case, and our peculiar du 
ties resulting from them, it appears to me that an oppor- 
tunity is presented, which every good man should be quick 
to improve, for the barbarous and inhuman prac- 
tice of duelling—a practice which dees violence to the laws 
ot God, to the best feelings of our own nature, and to the 
lictates of reason—a pracuce which is entirely behind, and 
unworthy of the age of civilizauon in which we live, and 
which should unite the earnest and faithful efforts of every 
friend to his species for iis exterminauon. 

Under the circumstances of this case, however, the de- 
ceased being my friend, and my own feelings being deeply 
and strongly excited, | feel that there would be a propriety 

l g from the usual rule, by omitting to 


nded 
and said: 


issaning 


in the Speake 


place me upon the committee; and L accordingly make that re- 


t 


lepartil 


que 
Mr. W. ©, JOLNSON said he had voted against the suspen- 
sion of the rule to introd «ce these resolutions, because, on hear- 
ing them read, he came to the conclusion that no good could 
result from them. No one could feel greater crief than himself 
atthe calamity which befel the friends of the gentleman whose 
deach we all now rnourned, but he had voted against bringing 
in these resolutions because he did not know what power Con- 
eress had to suppress duelling. It was an evil in the state of 
society which made it necessary in some cases for gentlemen 
to resort to this mode of setUling personal disputes, and he much 
regretted that it was se; but he did not apprehend that this in- 
quiry was going to correct the evil, or that any salutary good 
could be effected by this inquiry. As to the particulars in this 
case, if it was desired to obtain them, the morning papers gave 
all the facts and circumstances connected with it; and if it was 
intended to enact an anu-duelling law, he would ask where, un- 
der the Constitution, you obtained the right to enact it. That was 
a matter which which belonged to the States alone, and many of 
them have passed laws on this subject; and, in his opinion, it 
would be a usurpation of power for Congress to undertake to act 
on this subject. He should vote against this resolution because he 
considered thet it would be a reflection upon ail the parties 
connected with the unfortunate occurrence alluded to in the re- 
lution. He looked upon it asrefiecting upon the wisdom and 
the justice of the parves engaged init. He would ask any 
gentleman if either of these partes had been guilty ef any mo- 
®ral delinquency, or of any act which would bring him se far 
within the rules and Jaws of the House as to justify his expul- 


ee 


sion? Ifany gentleman would rise in his place, and state th ut 
either of them had violated the rules of honer, on done aay act 
which would make him an unfit associate for the members of 
this House, he would go as far as any one to have this ing 
instituted; he would vote, not only for a committee of 
quiry, buthe would vote to expel such individual irom 
Mouse; and he would almost go to expel him from oT i 
of the earth. Butno such thing had been intimated 
any member of the House, and what right have we to go into 
this matter?) What right have we to inquire into the private 
relations of gentlemen? What right have we to institute our 

selves into aboard of honor to inquire into a matter of this 
kind. He would tell gentlemen that it would be an unpleasa;,; 
duty to serve on acommittee of this kind, and that it would ye. 
quire more than ordinary nerve to serve on it. He would te!) 
ther that if this comimitiee was raised it would be the occa 

sion of much strife and difficulty. He should not like to sery, 

on such a committee unless he should prepare himself ato; 
for such egicounters. He considered it entirely improper | 
the House should agitate this question at the present time. 

Mr. PARKER said he regretted that he found himself con 
pelled to difler in opinion from his friend from Maryland, (Mr. 
JouUNSON ;) that he had heard from him no good reason ey 
pressed against the adoption of the resolutions. It was said 
that Congress had no power to legislate on this subject, and 
that that power Was reserved to the States. Surely Congress 
has the power to act in reference to the District of Columbia, 
and it could not be denied that the House of Representatives 
had jurisdiction over itsown members. His friend had sai} 
that if any member would state on this floor that the unforiy 
nate transaction had not been conducted according to the rules 
of the “code of honor,’? he would vote for this resolution 
Mr. P. said he made no assertion of that kind. He did jot 
profess to be skilled in the nice technicality of those rules, as 
they were understood by some gentlemen here ; that with hj 
constituents the rules of honor were the rules of law, religion, 
and morality ; but he would say that the transaction referred to 
was a violation of the laws of Godand man, and called impe 
riously upon this House to guard against the recurrence oj 
such heart-rending scenes; and every consideration of duty 
the public and to ourselves required promptand decisive action 
Ilis friend had said that the reference of this subject to a com 
mittee would probably lead to further collision, and a repetitio 
of personal cenflict. Mr. P. said he could not believe it. He 
had yet to learn thata member of this House could not on this 
floor, or in conimittee, fearlessly express his opinions, and dis 
charge hisduty, without fear of a personal attack. He had: 
fears onthat subject for himself. 

Here Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland interposed, and mutua! 
explanations took place, 

Mr. P. then proceeded. He admitted that, if the commit 
were to be confined to the question whether “ the code of honor’ 
had been departed from, personal controversy might grow ow 
of it. Gentlemen might well differ in discussing unwrit 
rules of such cobweb fineness, and about which, sir, honorab)!: 
gentlemen might well differ in opinion. Sir, that cominitte: 
would look beyond such Jimits: they would have in view t! 
honor and character of thé nation and of this House, and t 
general welfare of the people. 

It was said public opinion sanctioned the practice of duelling 
He thought otherwise; and he was sure it would not be cou 
tenanced in those sections of the country with which he wa 
familiar. Butif public sentiment tolerated such a practice | 
any part of the country, it was the more important to ado) 
such measures on this occasion as would serve to correct |! 
He certainly was not disposed to act toohastily. It was proj 
to refer the matter to a committee. They would act delibe 
rately, and he hoped would recommend some measures tha 
would remedy the evil. He should therefore vote for the reso 
lutions. 

Mr. DAWSON said that no gentleman regretted more than 
himself, the unfortunate cccurrence which had taken place 
but he consideredthat when we were about to involve the fee! 
ings of allthe gentlemen connected with the affair, that we 
ought to pause before we acted. He would inquire of gent 
men what the result of this inquiry would be, and what beneti 
could accrue to the community from it. He admitted that Co. 
gress had a right to passa law to prohibit duelling in the Dis 
trict of Columbia, and for such a measure, when brought for 
ward, he would vote; but he would ask gentlemen what good was 
expected toresult from this inquiry. This matier had nor 
lation to the business of the public, so that if it was gone into, 
it must be looked upon as an inquiry intothe private doiiss of 
the membetsof the House out of these walls, and apart from 
their Legislative character. In his opinion, this inquiry woul! 
only add to the excitement, and bring the state of the publ 
mind to such lengths, as might be regretted by all of us. 

If gentiemen desired by this inquiry to get arguments in fe 
vor ofa law to prohibit duelling, he thought there was no nm 
cessity for it, because, in his opinion, no argument was needed 
to support such a measure. Inthe name of morality and o! 
religion, he would say, let such a law be passed; but he woul: 
regret to see an inquiry of this kind instituted. Pass such 
law,and do allthatean be done in future to prevent it, but do 
not institute an inquiry into the present case for the purpose 0! 
gratifying the public mind, or for any other purpose. He re 
ferred to the difficulty of making an inquiry into a matter 
which had been conducted solely upon the principles of honor, 
which were only recognised by a portion of our people, and 
trusted that the House would be satisfied by adopting a remedy 
for the future, without going into an examination of the pas! 
To vote for such a proposition as that would be as far as hie 
could go, and he hoped the House would go no farther. 

Mr. MATTHIAS MORRIS of Pennsylvania, moved (o amen: 
the resolution, by adding at the end of it a clause making it the 
duty of the committee to make the inquiry with a view to brn) 
in a law against duelling. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON moved to amend the amendment by 
adding to it a clause, directing the committee to make an inqu! 
ry with regard to the strong expressions used by gentlemen in 
debate in the House. 

Mr. MATTHIAS MORRIS said he had no disposition to take 

yart in the discussion of this question, but on hearing the reso 

fution réaq it had occurred to him that it did not reach fai 
enough, and he had proposed his amendment with a view of hav- 
ing some action of Cognress on this subject, which would pre 
vent the practice of duelling in future. This was the only ob 
ject he had in view, and he hoped his amendment would meet 
with no ebjection from any quarter. 

Mr. BELL had hoped that no resolution of this kind would 
have been introduced unul after the lapse of a few days, se 
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e House might have acted upon it free from that excite- 
ment and feeling which now existed with r tto this unfor- 
tunate transaction. He did not doubt that the introduction of 
this resolution was well intended; and he had no doubt that the 
motive of the House, in suspending the rules for the purpose, 
was a very laduable one; but it was his deliberate judgmeut 
that this resolution was not calculated to produce that desirable 
result which was expected to arise from it. Instead of its bein 
a benefit, he feared that it would be the cause of additional 
mischief. He presumed it was the intention of a majority of 
the House to take some action on this subject, with a view of 
preventing @ repetition of suéh occurrences in future; but he 
would inquire whether it would not be better for gentlemen to 
act on the subject at a time when they coulddo so mere calmly 
then at present. He did not believe, with the gentleman from. 
Maryland, that there was any danger of violence or collision, if 
this resolution was adopted; but he did expect that there would 
be strong personal feeling and prejudice and passion and ho- 
nest excitement exhibited. He regretted the occurrence as 
much as any person, but he thought it would be highly iim- 
proper for the House now te act upon it. He therefore mov ed 
to postpone the further consideration of the whole subject until 
this day week. as 

Mr. ELLMORE said if the gentleman from Maine intended 
his resulution as the foundation for a law against duelling, he 
must vote against it; butif it was intended to inquire whether 
there had been a breach of the privileges of the House com 
mitted with respect to this transactioa, he considered it to be 
the duty of every member of the body to meet and stand up to 
it, and that no feeling or sympathy should induce any one to 
shrink from it. If this was the object of the gentleman’s reso- 
lution, or if he would so shape it, he would vote for it; but if 
it was not, he must vote against it. , 

Mr. BELL hoped the Chair would confine the discussion to 
the motion to postpone. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD thought the resolution was broad enough 
co meet the views of the gentleman from South Carolina, and 
hoped he would give it his support. 

fr. ELLMORE did not consider the explanation of the gen- 
tleman from Maine as sufficiently satisfactory to induce him to 
vote for it. 

Mr. TURNEY inquired what effect the previous question 
would have on this question. 

The CHAIR stated that it would bring the House toa direct 
vote upon the resolution. 

Mr. TURNEY then said that, entertaining the opinion tuat a 
discussion of this subject at this time was highly improper, and 
Calculated to create that very state of things which had been 
spoken of by his colleague, (Mr. Bewu,) and believing that no 
member of the House can act understandingly, or discuss the 

question properly in the dark, he felt it to be his duty to move 
the previous question. 

The question was then taken on the second, and the House re- 
fused to second the previous question: ayes 54, nays 56. 

Mr. McKENNAN aaid that the peculiar position in which 
he stood towards his constituents, demanded that he should say 
a word in explanation of the vote he had given against the sus- 
pension of the rule, and state the reasons why he would vote in 
favor of the motion to postpone the further consideration of the 
subject for one week. His constituents, he said, condemned 
the practice of duelling in the most unqualified terms; and in 
that condemnation he most heartily agreed with them. He ab- 
horred the practice, from the very bottom of his soul, and 
would go as far as the farthest on this floor in suppressing 
it. He further said, he would yield to no gentleman in deplo- 
ring the tragical event which had cast a melancholy gloom over 
the city, and which we had all been called upon to mourn. He 
sympathized, deeply sympathized, with the relatives of the de 
ceased; and if he could pour the oil of consolation into the bosom 
= his surviving partner, nothing would afford him more satis- 

action. 

(Here the Speaker interposed, and said the question was on 
postponement. } 

Mr. McK. said he did not wish to transgress the rule; that he 
would heartily go for the amendment offered by his colleague, 
(Mr. Morats,) which looked to legislation, and proposed to do 
something to put an end to a practice which is fraught with 
such Jamentable consequences, and in the condemnation of 
which, in principle, all seem willing to unite; that the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Maine proposed no legislation, no 
suppression by law of the evil, but an examination merely into 
the facts of the late dreadiul catastrophe. They were already 
before the public; and it could lead to no beneficial result te 
hasten the investigation. If, after paying the usual honors to 
the memory of the deceased, it was intended to cast an imputa- 
tion upon the conduct and character of the-survivor, the pas: 
sions of the members ought to have time to cool; the excite, 
ment, which all feel, should be allayed, and we should approach 
the subject with that coolness and deliberation which are so ne- 
cessary to enable the House to come to a just and impartial 
conclusion. Justice to tbe characters of all concerned, de- 
manded that the investigation should be full and fair, without 
prejudice, and without passion. He, therefore, hoped that the 
mation of the gentleman from Tennessee to postpone for a few 
days would prevail. 

Mr. BOON said that he had voted for a suspension of the 
rules for the purpese of bringing this subject before the House; 
but he did not do so witha view of resolving the House into a 
court to investigate the code of honor, or because he did not 
profess to know any thing of that code as some gentlemen un- 
derstood it. 

The CHAIR here interposed, and said the gentleman was va- 
rying from the question pending. 

Mr. BOON resumed. He had voted for the suspension, and 
should now vote for the resolution upon the ground of its being 
a matter of privilege, involving the right of debate in this 
House. Upon this ground, and this ground alone, would he 
vote for it. 

Mr. POTTER could not see any good result which could 
arise from the postponement of the question to a future day. 
No honorable gentleman would suffer any other feelings to in- 
fluence his course than those which pertain to high and pure prin- 
ciples of a moral character and duty to his country. If he could 
concur in opinion with his honorable colleague, that this pro- 
ceeding cast any reflection upon the living, or the meinory of 
the dead, he would pause, and ask for more time to consider 
and reflect upon the subject. In no instance should this House 
act precipitately or without due consideration. It more espe- 
cially behooves them then to deliberate, when the censure of 
this House, or a reflection, is cast upon any individual. This 
never should be done without clear and full evidence af deme- 
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rit in the individual subject to it, and in a case of which the 
House has cognizance. But he could not for one moment be- 
lieve that any reflection was cast, or intended to be cast, on any 
human being, by the immediate action of the House on the 
subject desired to be postponed 

The subject was one deeply interesting to the moral feelings 
of the community, and to the effecis it night hereatter produce 
on the community, in bringing about and sustaining a healihy 
feeling in publi> opinion on this and similar questions. He 
could see no good reason why itshould not be speedily diposed 
of. It has been suggested that we should not move tartier on 
this subject at present on account of the excitement alleged to ex- 
ist. In this, he differed from the honorable gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. It was always with a distrust of his own opinion, 
when he so differed. But, if excitement existed, the way to 
allay itin this House, was to dispose of the question in some 
shape jto a committee, or reject the proposition. Delay in 
the disposal of it, only tended, in his judgment, to increase ex- 
citement. If the question was one ot final acuon, it would be 
differeat; but as one of inquiry alone, now was the time for 
action, and a disposition of the question: now 1s the accepted 
time; and he trusted the House would speedily dispose of it. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD then, in order to meet the views of gentle- 
men, modified his resolution, by adding to the end thereof the 
following: *‘ And further to inquire whether there has been in 
the case alluded to, any breach of the privileges of this House,”’ 

Mr. LOOMIS said it appeared to him, when they had so 
plain a state of facts as was here presented, that there could 
be no difficulty in deciding upon it at once. Where there had 
been a member of the body taken away of a sudden from 
amongst us, and his constituents deprived of his services, he 
looked upon it to be the duty of the House to examine into it 

The CIIAIR here interposed, and reminded the gentleman 
that he was wandering from the question pending 

Mr. LOOMIS said he had no desire to transgress the rules of 
order, but it appeared to him, under the circumstances of this 
case, it was the duty of the House toact upon the case at once. 
The circumstances of the ease, he thought, demanded an in- 
quiry, and that inquiry he imagined would not involve the cha- 
racter ofany member ofthe body. There wasno judgment of 
the House asked for. It was only asked that an inquiry should 
be made, and he hoped that no postponement would take place. 

Mr. GRENNELL had heard no good reason for immediate 
action on this question, and he trusted the question would be 
posiponed nntil the present excitement had passed away. It 
would, in his opinion, be highly improper to act upon this reso- 
lution at present, and he hoped a postponement would take 
plece until the House could act upon it more calmly and justly. 

Mr. BRONSON said, that when the suggestion was first 
made by the gentleman from Tennessee to postpone the further 
consideration of this subject for one week, he was disposed to 
favor the fidea, and it seemed to him proper; but on reflection, 
(said Mr. B.) and after adverting to the particular question, now 
before the House, he felt compelled to oppose any postponement 
of the subject. I feel the full force of the remarks which iell 
rom the gentleman from Tennessee, deprecating any rash or 
sudden action on this subject, under the excitement of feeling 
Jprejudice or sympathy; and that we should not act until the ex- 
citernent of the moment has had time to cool. 

Sir, no man can feel more forcibly than I do the propriety of 
discarding all extraneous feeling, all passion, prejudice, and 
excitement, and even sympathy; and that, as members ot this 
House, we sheuld bring to the consideration ef this subject no 
other feelings but those of the sternest dictates of duty and lof- 
tiest sense of right and justice; and I trust that in ear a spirit 
this House will approach the consideration of the subject 
whenever it is finally brought before them for final and deci- 
sive action. At present, sir, the question is not whut we shall 
do, but whether we shall act at all; whether we shal! proceed 
to investigate the matter; whether we shall take any cognizance 
of the late most tragical and unfortunate occurrence. 

Should the proposed committee be appointed, they will pro- 
cee to investigate the facts, but it must necessarily be many 
days before they can report, and probably amuch longer time 
will elapse before their report comes in, than thatto which the 
motion of the gentleman from Tennessee proposes to postpone 
the consideration ofthis matter. Then, and not till then, sir, 
we shall be called upon to take some final action in the matter, 
to consider the wholecase. Then sufficient time will have 
elapsed, I trust, to allay all excitement and undue feeling. 

In the meantime, sir, We are now called upon to say whe- 
ther we will act at all—whether we will notice this matter, or 
take Cognizance of it in any way. 

On this point, then, if we act atall, we should act promptly. 
Our duty to our country and ourselves requires of us that we 
should entertain the resolution—that we should at once show 
our willingness to investigate. On this point there should not 
be any delay. J feel bound, therefore, to vote against the mo- 
tion to postpone, and I trust the resolution to raise the commit- 
tee will be adopted by the House. 

Mr. REED was in favor of postponing. 

Mr. TOUCEY called for the yeas and nays on postponing, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas ©, nays 117, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, John W. Allen, Aycrigg, Beir:e, 
Bell, Biddle, Bond, Bouldin, John Calhoon, William B. Camp- 
bell, John Campbell,William B. Carter, Chambers, Chapman, 
Cheatham, Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Dawson, Drom. 
goole, Dunn, Everett, Ewing, James Garland, Rice Garland, 
James Graham, William Graham, Grennell, Griffin, Harlan, 
Harper, Hawes, Herod, Hoffman, Howard, Robert M. T. Hun- 
ter, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Kemble, 
Lawler, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, James M. Mason, Samson 
Mason, Maury, May, McKennan, Menifee, Milligan, Mitchell, 
Calvary Morris, Naylor, Patton, Pearce, Peck, Pope, Rariden, 
Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robertson, Sawyer, Sergeant, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Sibley, Southgate, Stanley, 
Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompsun, Underwood, Albert 8. 
White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sher- 
rod Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Yell, and Yorke—S4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Anderson, Andrews, 
Atherton, Beatty, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Briggs. Brodhead, 
Bronson, Bruyn, Bynum, William B Calhoun, Cambreleng, 
Casey, Chaney, Clark, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cush- 
man, Davee, Davies, Deberry, DeGraff, Edwards, Elmore, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Richard Fletcher, Fill- 
more, Fry, Goode, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Haley, Hall, 
Hammond, Harrison, Hastings, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, 
Holsey, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, 
Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Kilgore, 
Klingensmith, Legare, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Loomis, Martin, 
Maxwell, McKay, Robert McCiellan, Abraham McClellan, 
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McClure, McKim, Mercer, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, M 
Morris, Samuel W. Morris, Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Owens, Pal 
mer, Parker, Paterson, Paynter, Petriken, Phillips, Pickens, 
Plumer, Potts, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Rencher, Rhett, 
Richardson, Rives, Russell, Sheffer, Shepler, Slade, Snyder, 
Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, Thomas, Tittinzhast, Trius, Toucey, 
Turney, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, and Wordhington—LI7. 

So the House refused to postpone. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana stated that if he had been in 
the House when the vote to suspend was taken, he should have 
recorded his name against it, for he was opposed to any inveati- 
gation of the matter, and he had therefore voted for Mr. Ben's 
motion to postpone, and he went on to give lus reasons agaist 
the propos.tion The investigation was one that would pro 
duce the most distressing results, and could lead to ne possible 
good. It could not be designed to asperse the dead, and such 
was the high character of the living in his own Siate that ut 
was tinpossible for that House to fix a stamupenhim. Mr. G. 
believed also it was intended to give a polidical turn, out of 
doors at least, to this transaction, and he reprebated the course 
of the ministers of the gospel yesterday in their allusion to it in 
performing the funcral obsequies 

Mr. BOULDIN, in a few remarks, expressed his intention ot 
voting for the resolution, though he had doubts of its expedi 
eucy, as he had of the original resolution out of which this 
matter grew, and would prefer that his friend from Maine 
would withdraw it 

Mr. EVANS said no one could regret more than he did the 
catastrophe that had taken place, and if the resolution offered 
was designed to do honor to the deceased's memory, he would 
vote for it. If it was intended to express the disapprobation ot 
the House upon the practice that led to Mr. C's death, he 
would vote for it. Was it designed to take cognizance of all 
concerned tn the matter? If so, they must go into it remotely 
as well as closely, direstly and indirectly; and though he was 
at a loss to see the object, but believing some good was de 
signed, he should vote for ut 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said, it has been with feelings of surprise 
and pain that I have listened to the remarks of my colleague 
(Mr. Evans) and the gentleman trom Louisiana, (Mr. Gar 
LAND.) And in regard to the remarksof the latter centlema 
ny surprise was mingled with no small degree of indigna 
tion. That feeling, however, has now subsided iT 
that gentleman is incapable of entering into my feel 
ings 10 moving this inquiry into the causes which 
led to the death of my friend and colleague, and can 
find no motive but a pelitical or sinister one, 1 cannot 
dignify the feeling L eatertain for him by calling it resentment 
Sir, [have no wish to use harsh epithets, nor will I commence 
an attack upon any man; bul self-defence is aright which 1 
cannot willingly yield. 

The gentleman from Louisiana has also insinuated that | 
knew of the contemplated duel, and stood by without making 
any effort to prevent it; and now that it has terminated fatally 
to my friend, have come into the House to move a commitice 
of investigation. To that gentleman, sir, have no reply to 
make; but tothe Houge I wish to say, that I did not know thata 
challenge had been sent to my colleague by the survivor in the 
contest until near 12 o’clock of the day on which they fought, 
when I was told that they had already gone out, and no one 
knew what ground they had selected. Neither of my co! 
leagues, nor myself, were his confidants in this unfortunate 
aflair. 

{The Speaker here interrupted Mr. .F. and stated that the 
circumstances of the duel could not be gone into under this re 
solution. | 

Well, sir, let that pass then. But my colleague (Mr. Evans) 
comesin wiih his inuendoes. Tle cannot possibly perceive the 
object of moving this inquiry. What is it? says the gentleman 
What can be effected by 1? what good willitdo? Sin, is it 
possible that my colleague can seriously entertain such ques 


tions on this subject?) One of our number, a Kepresentauve 
from the State of Maine, was shot down and deprived of life by 
another member; and when a resolution is moved to inquire 
into the circumstances, and to have the facts reported to the 
House, that some action may be had thereon, my colleague is 











at a loss to perceive the object of such a resolution! 

He isin great doubt, and says that if any evi! comes of it, he 
washes hishandsofit. Sir, when I ask that gentleman to as 
sume and relieve me from a responsibility voluntarily incurred 
by myself, [shall be so explicit as not to be misunderstood 
But of all affairs in which I was ever engaged, this 
is the last from which I would wish to be relieved 
If the country and the House will not sustain this in 
quiry, andI am to incur consequences from which my co! 
league is so desirous of washing bis hands, 1 have only to say 
that a foreknowledge of all would not have changed my course. 
WhatI have done has been a matter of duty, and from the per 
formance of that nodanger shall deter me. Hence my frien! 
from Virginia (Mr. Bovnorn) will pardon mé for declining to 
accede to his request, and withdraw my resolutions. 

Ix it asked, whatis the object? 1 answer, to have the facts 
correctly reported to the House, and then to take such action as 
the facts warrant. Ifany members have been guilty to that ex 
tent which warrants their expulsion, why let them be expelled 
for one, I will not shrink from such a course if it should seem to 
be the proper one. 

But it is said by the gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr. Gar- 
LAND,) that this thing cannot be prosecuted without serions 
consequences; and the genticman frem Maryaland, (Mr. Joun 
SON,) has said that if he were placed on such a committee, he 
should feel a necessity of goinggthoroughly armed. Sir, I am 
no duellist. I have adopted principles that forbid revengeful or 
vindictive feelings. much more the taking of a fellow-creature’s 
life. Bat, sir, I will not be deterred from doing what I deem to 
be my duty, by “~~ threats which may be thrown out from 
any quarter. And has it come to this, that a mem 
ber of this House is t> be called to account out of it 
for words spoken in debate, and shot down; and that, when an 
inquiry into the circumstances is proposed, we are told to take 
care—that such an inquiry cannot be had without exposing 
ourselves to personal danger! Sir, if we have really come to 
this pass, itis high time the country knew it; and it is high 
time, too, that some steps should be taken to prevent the evil, 
and to have a just sad fearless representation of the people 
maintained. Thecourse now proposed is taking one step to- 
wards that object, and I hope it will be followed up by such 
measures as will effectually secure the members of this House 
in freedom of debate and security of person. 

Mr, CALHOUN of Massachusetts stated that he had voted 
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against the postponement in the hope that a subdued feeling 
prevailed, but 1 was obvious to him that they had arrived at a 
eint where they ought to pause; aod for the purpose of aflord 
ing that opportunity, he moved a reconsideration of the vote 
rejecting the motion to postpone. 

Mr. CLOWNEY deuranded the previous question, which the 
CHAIR stated would be on the original resolution, as modified 
by the mover 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetis then moved to lay the 
whole subject on the table 

Mr. PETRIKEN called for the veas and n iys; which were 
ordered, and were-~yeas 74, nays 1:25 

So the motion to lay on the table was decided in the negative 

The CHAIR then stated that, upon the re examination of the 
point, as brought to his notice by Mr. BRIGGS, the main que 
tion would be onthe motion of Mr. CALHOUN., 

The House then seconded the demand for the previous ques 
tion—ayes 105, noes notcounted: and the main question being 
ordered, was rejected—ayes 75, noes 106 

So the Houee refused to consider 

Mr. CLOWNEY then demanded the previous question on the 
resolution as modified; which was seconded 
counted 

Mr. SHERROD WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nay 
on the question, “Shall the main questionbe now pul!” which 
were ordered, an! were—veas 107, nays 36 

So the House determined that the main question, being on 
the adoption of the resolutions, be now put 

Mr. CUSHMAN and Mr. TAYLOR rose simultaneously, and 
called for the yeas and nays, which were ordered, and were- 
yeas 192, nays 49, as follows 

YEAS—.Mesers. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, J. W.- 
Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, 
Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Brod 
head, Bronson, Bruyn, Bynum, William B. Calhoun, Cambre- 
leng, John Campbell, Casey, Chaney, Clark, Cleveland, 
Clowney, Coles, Corwin, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, 
Davies, Deberry, DeGraff, Duncan, Edwards, Evans, Everett, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Richard Fletcher, 1. Fletcher, Fillmore, 
Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Glascock, Goode, Grantland, 
Grant, Gray, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Hall, Hammond, Har 
rison, Harper, Hastings, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Holsey, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Joseph 
Johnsen, Nathaniec! Jones, John W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, 
Klingensmith, Lewis, Lincola, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Marvin, 
Martin, Maxwell, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClel- 
lan, McKim, McKennan, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Mathias Morris, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, 
Naylor, Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Patter- 
son, Paynter, Peck, Petrikin, Phillips, Pickens, Plumer, Potts, 
Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, 
Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Russell, Shetier, Augustine H. Shep 
herd, Charles Shepard, Sheplor, Sibley, Slade, Smith, Spencer, 
Stewart, Stratton, Taylor, Thomas, Tillinghast, Titus, Toucey, 
Turney, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Elisha Whit- 
tlesey, ‘T. T. Whittlesey, L. Williams, J. W. Williams, Wor- 
thington, Yell, and Yorke—152 

NAYS—Mesers. Aycrigg, Bell, John Calhoon, William B 
Campbell, Wm. B. Carter, Chambers, Chapman, Cheatham, 
Connor, Cranston, Curtis, Dawson, Dromgoole, Duan, Ew- 
ing, Rice Garland, James Graham, William Graham, Har. 
ian, Hawes, Hotfman, R. M.'T. Hunter, Henry Johnson, W. C. 
Johnson, Legare, Mallory, James M. Mason, Maury, May, Mil- 
ligan, Mitchell, Patton, Pearce, Pope, Ridgway, Robertson, 
Sawyer, Shields, Snyder, Southgate, Stanly, Stone, Taliaferro, 
Thompson, Underwood, Albert 8. White, John White, Sherrod 
Williams, and Joseph L. Williams—49 

So the resolution was agreed to 

The CHAIR laid before the House a message from the Presi 
dent ofthe United States, transmitting a copy, and translation, 
of Mr Gorostiza’s pamphlet; which, 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, was referred to the Committee on 
Poreign Affairs. 

Alco, acommunication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting all the information in the possession of that De 
partment in relation to the renewal of duty bonds authorized by 
the act of last session 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, laid on the table. 

Alse,a communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a statement of the amount of balances against all 
deposite banks notsecured, or will probably be lost, together 
with the amount of other similiar balances 

On motion of Mr. HAY NES, laid on the table 

Mr. M. MORRIS of Pennsylvania, then, on leave, the rules 
being suspended for that purpose, submitted the amendment 
before offered by him to the original resolution, as an instruct 
tion to the select committee; and it was agreed to 

Mr. JENIFER asked leave to submit another proposition 
providing against personalities in debate; but pending the 
question, 

On motion of Mr. PATTON, 

The Houece adjourned 








ayes 105, noes not 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, February 28, 183 

Mr. NORVELL presented a petition from 
Michigan, praying the establishment of a certain mail route in 
Shiwasse county; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads 

Mr. ALLEN presented a petition, emanating from Canton, in 
Ohio, praying an amendanentgt the existing laws in relation te 
the post office, by which newS8papers might be « xempted trom 
postage in the counties where they were published 
the Commitee on the Post Office and Post Roads 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from Daniel J 
Browne, a citizen of the United States, in relation to the pre- 
servation of timber, necessary forthe navy of the United States 
Mr. W. said, as the memorialist was distinguished for his atuain.- 
ments in that particular branch of knowledge, and as the me 
morial contained much valuable information, he would move 
that it be printed, and referred to the Committee on Naval Aj 
fairs; which wasagreed to, 

Mr. W. also, presented a circular petitien from the frien!s 
of a tried and sound currency in New York, praying the esta 
blishment of National Bank; which was laid on the table 

Mr. BUCITANAN presented the following Reeolutions of the 
Democratic Delegation of Philadelphia County, Pa 

Atan adjourned meeting of the Democratic county delega 
tion, (elected in August last,) held pursuant to public notice, 
at Berrill’s hotel, February th, 1838, the president, Dr. Geo, 
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undrvy citizens of 








CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


W. Riter, in the chair, and Dr. P. Binder and C. V. Hagner, 
secretaries 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and adopted; when 
M was 

Resolved, Thata committee of five be appointed to draft re- 
solutions expressive of the views of the delegation on the sub- 
ject of a resolution offered in the House of Representaiives of 
this State, by William F. Johnston, of Armstrong county, an 
adopted by that body 

The following gentlemen were appointed, viz: Messrs. C. V. 
Hagner, J. A. Dean, John Miller, Richard Bacon, and B. E. 
Carpenter; who, after having retired for a short time, reported 
the tollowing preamble and resolutions, which were unanimous- 
ly arlopted, viz: 

Whereas, the House of Representatives of this State passed a 
resolution, by 51 to 49, offered in that body by Wm. F. John- 
ston, Of Armstrong county, instructing eur Senators and re- 
questing our Representatives itn Congress to vote for a post- 
ponement of the bill commonly called the “ Sub-Treasury 
bill: 

And whereas, Samue! F. Reed, one of the Representatives 
from this county, voted for said resolution, notoriously against 
the views and expectations of this body, who nomisrated him, 
and, in the opinion of this delegation, against the wishes of 
the Democratic party of the county of Philadelphia, who elected 
him: 

And whereas, if he, the said Reed, had faithfully represented 
those who elected him to the situation he now holds, and had 
voted on the occasion alluded to in the negative, along with his 
more faithful colleagues, the aforesaid resolution would not, 
and could not have passed. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That, under the foregoing circumstances, our Se- 
nators and Representatives in Congress, particularly the Hon. 
James Buchanan, for whom, itis presumed, the blow was in 
tended, be, and are hereby, earnestly requested to pay no re- 
gard to said resolution, but consider it null, void, and of no 
effect. 

” Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings be forwarded to 

the Hon. James Buchanan, with a request to lay the same be- 
fore the Senate; and, also, that a copy be forwarded to Colonel 
L. Paynter, Representative in Congress from this county. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be publish- 
ed in the Democratic papers of Philadelphia. Adjourned. 

G. W. RITER, President. 

PETER BInperR, ? Gevestecion. 
Cnuar.es V. HAGNER, § 

Mr. BUCHANAN, in presenting these proceedings, sail he 
regretted that he could not comply with the request of the De- 
mocratic delegation of the county of Philadelphia, that he 
should pay no regard to the instructing resolution of the Le- 
gislatureof Pennsylvania. On this subject his determination- 
was fixed, and could not be changed by any human power ex 
cept the Legislature itself; and much as he respected the source 
from which this request emanated, and it was entitled to all re- 
spect, he could only refer the delegates to the remarks which 
he had made in the Senate, some days ago, on presenting the 
resolution of instruction, as a fair exposition of his views upon 
the subject. Had he consulted his own feelings, he would have 
resigned rather than obeyed; but friends, whose opinions he 
valued, had convinced him it was a case for obedience, and not 
for resignation. He was sorry to be placed in this position, be- 
cause there Was no inan in the country who, as an individual 
was more decidedly and strongly in favor of a separation be, 
tween the banks and the Government than he was himself. 

Mr. ROBBINS, from the Committee on the Library, reported 
a joint resolution, authorizing the Secretary of the Senate and 
Clerk of the House to subscribe for ten copies of Niles’s Re- 
gister foreach of the members of Congress, provided that he 
wonld consent to publish the proceedings of Congress, with the 
yeas and nays on each question so taken, and also a supple- 
ment at the end of the session, containing all public and private 
laws of Congress, and furnish to cach member one copy of this 
supplement free of charge 

The resolution has had its first reading. 

Mr. ROBBINS moved that it be read a second time now. 

Mr. BENTON agaid he objected to it. It was time for this 
business to be stopped, and he should call for the yeas and nays 
on the question, The argument used, in the first instance, by 
gentlemen who advocated this system of book purchasing, was, 
that some members had been furnished with books which the 
new Senators had not. In this case the argument would not 
apply, and we had now ached that point where the whole 
systein might be abandoned, and he hoped it would be, 

Mr. ROBBINS said he wonld move to lay it on the table for 
the present. 

Mr. BENTON. There let it lie, and I hope for ever. 

Mr. ROBBINS said he would not consent to that. 

The question being taken on laying it on the table, it was 
carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. WALL presented a petition from sundry citizens of a 
eounty in New Jersey, sigued by 50 men and 51 women, pray- 
ing that Congress will not yield to any representations in rela- 
tion to the annexation of Texas to this country, Jet them ema- 
nate from what source they may: laid on the table. 

Also, a petition from Roswel L. Colt, praying confirmation of 
a certain tract of land: referred to the Committee en Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. LYON presented the petition of W. N. Terry, of Ponti- 
ae, in the State of Michigan, a soldier of the Revolution, now 
seventy-cight years of age, who is poor and unable to labor, and 
prays Congress to pay him specie or Treasury drafts for two 
continental bills, amounting to forty-one dollars, besides inte- 
rest on the same, which he thinks ought to be paid; one of 
which billshe received from the hand of Gen. WasuincTon, 
for his services as Walier about the time he was discharged, and 
the other he received shortly after: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WALL preseited the proceedings of a large and respec- 
table meeting of the ciuuzens of Newark, New Jersey, expres- 
sing their opinions in relation to a variety of public measures. 
Mr, W. saidthat though he could not concur with them in 
the views they expressed,qand he would take occasion here- 
after of expressing his dissent,) he was desirous of showing the 
utmost respectto these pioceedings, and he moved therefore 
that they be laid on the table and printed. 

The motion motion was agreed to. 

Mr. YOUNG presented severa! petitions from the citizens of 
Lilinois, praying for the establishment of new post routes, and 
several petitions from sundry citizens of the same State, pray- 
img for the passage of a,pre-emption law; all of which were 
referred to the appropriate comunittees. 












——- rON pommeneed the petition of Cirot Ga ray. 
g -onfirmation of certain private land claims in Arkansas 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

— — presented the petition of the heirs of Col. 4. 
vieaveland, praying for a pension, or to extend the pension 
act, so as to embrace widows: referred to the Committee o 
Pensions. - 

Also, the petition of James Bancroft, lezal representative of 
a Revolutionary soldier, praying Congress to provide 
payment of certain’ oufstanding continental bills: refe 
the Committee on Revelutionary Affairs. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of sundry citizens oj 
Tennessee, asking for the establishment of certain mail routes 
referred to the Committee on the Post Offices and Post Roads 

Mr. WHITEsubmitted the following resolution, which w 48 
consi lered and adopted: ¥ 

Resolved, That the special committee of the Senate, ap 
pointed on the 21st instant, be, and they hereby are, authorized 
toemploy a clerk to performsuch duties as may be assigned to 
him by said committee. 

Ou motion of Mr. MOUTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct 
ed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for the 
appointment of a separate judge in the Western District o; 
Louisiana. 

Mi. CLAY of Alabama presented a communication from the 
Governor of the State of Alabama, covering the preamble and 
resolutions of the Legislature of that State, in favorof the 
annexation or Texas to the Union: read, laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

_ following bills were severally read the third time and 

assed: 
' The bill for the relief of the heirs of Nathan, Peter, and Wi). 
liam Adams, deceased 

The bill for the relief of the owners of the brig Despatch ani 
cargo. 

The bill to provide for issuing patents for certain lands at 
Green Bay, Wisconsin Territory, and 

The bill to establish a port of entry at Jersey City. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the bill to establish two addi 
tional land offices in that part of the Territory of Wisconsin 
west of the Mississippi, was taken up; andafter a short discus 
sion, in which Messrs. WALKER, SEVIER, CLAY of Alabama, 
LYON and KING took part, the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the Independent 
Treasury bill as the special order, when 

Mr. DAVIS rose and addressed the Senate for about two 
hours in opposition to the bill, and gave way on a metion ot 
Mr. WEBSTER to adjourn. 

Mr. PRENTISS asked the Senator from Massachusé tis to 
withdraw his motion for a moment, in order that he might give 
notice that he should ask leave to-morrow to introduce a bil! 1 
prohibit duelling in the District of Columbia. Mr. P. said he 
had hoped that some Senator of more influence than bimse}; 
had undertaken the subject; but, educated as he was, in princi 
ples adverse to duelling, and with which he could make no 
compromise, he would take the responsibility on himselt. 

The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, March 1, 1838. 

The following Select Committee on the resolu- 
tion to inquire into the circumstances which led to 
the death of the late Hon. Jonarnan CiLiey, was 
read from the journal this morning : 

Mr. TOUCEY of Connecticut. 
Mr. POTTER of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. BRIGGS of Massachusetts. 
Mr. ELMORE of South Carolina. 
Mr. BRUYN of New York. 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri. 
Mr. RARIDEN of Indiana. 

Mr. BRIGGS drew the attention of the Crair to 
the fact that he was already a member of two 
standing committees; and by a rule of the House, 
he was entitled, on that ground, to be excused; and 
he respectfully made that request to the House. 

The CHAIR said, that at the time of appointing 
the gentleman on the select committee, he was not 
aware the gentleman was a member of two stand- 
ing committees. 

Mr. BRIGGS was accordingly excused, and the 

racancy ordered by the House to be filled up. 

Mr. GRANT asked leave to present certain joint 
resolutions of the Legislature cof New York, but it 
was objected to. 

teports from committees were then called for. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBI’. 

Mr. BOULDIN made a report generally on so 
much of the President’s Message as relates to the 
affairs of the District, and moved that it lie on the 
table. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the reading of the re- 
port, and the same having been read from the 
Clerk’s table, 

Mr. BOULDIN moved to lay the report on the 
table, and print it. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped that this subject would be 
placed in such a position that it could not be 
brought up at an early day. 

After a few explanatory remarks by Messrs. 
BOULDIN, ADAMS, JENIFER, MERCER, 
and GRENNELL, the report was, on motion of 
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Mr. JENIFER, recommitted to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BOULDIN then, on leave, presented a pe- 
tition from citzens of the District. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. BIRDSALL asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the following petitions, and 
that they severally lie on the table, which was or- 
dered: The petition of Randall Hewit; the petition 
of Jacob Mitchlor; and the petition of Samuel 
Hudson. 

Mr. B. asked leave to be discharged from the 
farther consideration of the petition of the heirs of 
William Doyle; and the petition of Samuel Gray, 
and that they be referred to the Committee on Re- 
yolutionary Pensions: referred accordingly. 

Mr. B. asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Samuel Gray; and 
that it be referred back to the Committee of Claims: 
referred accordingly. 

Mr. B. made adverse reports upon the following 
petitions: The petition of the heirs of Capt. Daria 
Arell; the petition cf Andrew M. D. Jackson; the 
petition of the heirs of William Pugh; the petition 
of George Anderson, executor, &c. of Josiah An- 
derson, deceased; which reports were severally laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri arose, and stated 
that on coming to the House this morning, he 
found that he had been appointed a member of 
the select committee raised under the resolution 
of yesterday. He now begged leave to be excused 
from serving on that committee, for the reason that 
the State of Missouri had but few members on this 
floor, and he had a great deal of business to attend 
to, which he feared he would not be able to do 

justice to if he were to remain on this committee 
and attend to the investigation which was expected 
to take place. 

Mr. H. was therefore excused, ard the Speaker 
authorized to appoint another member in his place. 

Mr. RENCHER, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ng resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Door-keeper be required to 
execute strictly the 13th and 14th rules of the House, 
relative to the privilege of the hall. 

Resolved, That no person shall be allowed the 
privilege of the hall, under the character of steno- 
graphers, without a written permission of the 
Speaker, specifying the part of the hall assigned 
to him. 

Mr. HOPKINS called for a division of the 
question, and the first resolution was agreed to. 

The second resolution being propounded— 

Mr. THOMPSON moved thereto the following 
amendment, ‘‘and that no reporter or stenographer 
be admitted under the rules of the House, unless 
such reporter or stenographer shail state in writing 
for what paper or papers he is employed to report, 
&e.”” which was agreed to, and so amended, the re- 
solution was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the orders of the 
day, but withdrew the motion to enable Mr. How- 
arD to make a report from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs. 

NEUTRALITY BILL. 

Mr. HOWARD then reported back the “ Neu- 
rality bill,” which was read twice. 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, the bill was read 
at length. 

Mr. HOWARD moved that it be made the spe- 
cial order for the morning hour of to-morrow. Mr. 
H. added that he did not think the House ought to 
postpone the consideration of this bill for a single 
day or hour longer than was necessary for a full 
understanding of its provisions. He sincerely hoped, 
and believed, too, that it had been so framed, from 
gathering up the suggestions and opinions of mem- 
bers of all sides, that it would be acceptable to the 
House. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland objected, on the 
ground that it would set aside his resolution. which 
had been partly discussed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested that it would be 
better to let the bill remain where it was, and call 
it up in the morning. 

r. JOHNSON then moved to make it the spe- 
cial order for to-morrow, from 1 to 2 v’clock; 
which, after some remarks from Mr, BRONSON 
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on the urgent necessity of passing some measure, 
was agreed to. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Vermont, on leave, pre- 
sented the petition and remonstrance of J. A. Vail, 
and 187 inhabitants of Montpelier, Washington 
county, Vermont, protesting against the passage of 
Mr. Bucwanan’s neutrality bill, and praying for the 
recall of all orders for the seizure of arms and 
ammunitions; also, that Congress would intercede 
in behalf of the Government prisoners at Mon- 
treal, Toronto, and other places; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. SLADE also presented a similar petition 
and remonstrance from other citizens of the same 
State. 

BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the orders of the 
day were postponed, and the House took up the 
Senate bill ‘‘to prevent the abatement of suits and 
actions now pending, in which the late Bank of the 
United States may be a party.” 

Mr. THOMAS said that as he saw no other 
mode of meeting his object, than by moving the 
previous question on this bill, he, therefore, 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the previous question would 
not be now sustained, so as to deprive us of the 
opportunity of saying whether it was constitutional 
or not to establish a Bank of the United States. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered, and the bill was read a 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved to postpone 
the orders of the day until this day week, for the 
purpose of proceeding with the appropriation bills; 
which motion was agreed to. 

The House then took up the “bill making ap- 
propriations for Revolutionary and other pension- 
ers forthe year 1833.” 

The question pending was on the engrossment 
of the bill. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, when this bill was 
last under consideration, his colleague (Mr. Curtis) 
had made charges with respect to certain pension 
agents having the use of the public moneys for six 
months, as a compensation for their services; and 
since that time, he had seen a very full report, in a 
New York paper, of what had been said on that 
occasion, together with much that had not been 
said. Now, so far as this charge was concerned, 
he acquitted his colleague, because the same charge 
had been made two days before by a Senator in his 
speech. 

The CHAIR reminded the gentlgman that it was 
not in order to allude to remarks made by a Se- 
nator. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then proceeded. In con- 
sequence of this charge he had called at the War 
Department, and had obtained communications 
from the Commissioner of Pensions and the Secre- 
tary of War, which set this whole matter right. 
The state of the case was, that out of fifty of these 
agents, forty of them were banks, and the moneys 
there deposited to the credit of the Treasurer of the 
United States, as well as the disbursing officer, were 
discounted upon in the same manner in which the 
banks discounted upon other moneys deposited 
with them. 

Mr. C. then sent the communications to the 
Chair to be read, together with communications 
from some of the pension agents, asking of the 
commissioner to furnish them with more money, 
as some of the pensioners had not been paid since 
September last, in consequence of the want of 
funds. 

Mr. CURTIS reiterated the statement he had 
before made, and said that if he had fallen into 
error in relation to it, that he was not accountable 
for the error, as he had come to his conclusions 
from the reports made from the Departments, and 
laid upon the tables. He had made application to 
the War Department in relation to this matter, and 
had received for answer that it was not usual to 
answer communications unless made by a resolu- 
tion of the House, and thus he had been prevented 
from getting that information which he desired. 
He had reason to believe, however, that there was 
always balances in the hands of these pension 
agents of some million anda half of dellars, Mr. 
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C. then went into an examination of the documents 
of the House, with a view of showing that he had 
made his statement on good data. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied to his colleague 
(Mr. Curtis) with regard to the course pursued by 
the War Deparment. The charge, as he under- 
stood it, was that the pension agents had the use of 
the money placed in their hands ‘This he denied. 
The money in banks was used as other moneys 
placed in banks; but it was not used by individual 
agents. The Department lately, he stated, had 
pursued a different course with regard to the secu- 
rity to be received for money placed ia banks from 
that which it pursued formerly. 

In consequence of this, and in consequence of 
requiring security for all the money placed in these 
banks by the Department, the funds in the Com- 
monwealth Bank of Boston were saved. With 
regard to the statement which the gentleman had 
referred to, he had only to say that he did not won- 
der that his colleague had fallen into error with 
respect to it, because he (Mr. C.) himself had 
fallen into error on some occasion with respect to 
these statements. He had, however, obtained ano- 
ther statement from the Department, which showed 
the exact balances in the hands of these agents, 
and he Jaid it before the House; when jt was read 
at the Clerk’s trble. 

Mr. CURTIS made a few remarks in reply, con- 
tending that these moneys deposited in banks to the 
credit of these agents, were subject to be drawn out 
by them, and applied to their own private uses, the 
Department having no control over them, and this 
was the abnse he wished to see corrected. 

Mr. BELL contended that it was the duty of the 
House to examine into this matter, and see that 
these moneys were properly expended, and ascer- 
tain that there was no improper practices connect- 
ed with the present system of paying pensioners. 
He did not desire to delay the payment of the old 
pensioners of the United States, but he desired to 
correct abuses, if any existed, and he trusted the 
members of the House would take the responsi- 
bility of examining into this matter thoroughly. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
ATHERTON, SIBLEY, MALLORY, CURTIS, 
REED, CAMBRELENG, PHILLIPS, BELL, 
JENIFER, McKIM, and MORGAN. 

On motion of Mr. LAWLER, 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, March 1], 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN said he had received, and would 
present to the Senate, a memorial numerously 
signed by citizens of the borough and county of 
Erie, in the State of Pennsylvania, complaining 
that the medical board appointed under authority 
of the act of the 3d of March last, by the President 
of the United States, to select suitable sites for ma- 
rine hospitals on the Mississippi and Ohio rivers 
and Lake Erie, for the benefit of sick and disabled 
seamen, boatmen, and other navigators on the 
western rivers and lakes, have, in discharging that 
duty, confined their examination exclusively to 
one or two places on Lake Erie ; while the claims 
of all other places, many of them containing in a 
high degree all the requisites for such an establish- 
ment, have been overlooked and neglected ; and 
praying Congress to order a new examination by a 
competent, impartial, and unprejudiced board. 
Mr. McK. said he could not fail to be struek with 
the similarity between this and the Pittsburg case, 
which he had the honor to present a few day: 
since. Poor Pennsylvania! tye Keystone,.in this, as 
in many other cases, reminded him of the account 
given of one of old, who fell among thieves, and 
was shunned and passed by on either side. He 
could not but feel and express his astonishment 
and regret that two points so noted and important 
as Pittsburg and Erie should have been thus wan- 
tonly neglected. He moved to refer the memorial 
to the Committee on Commerce, and hoped that 
justice would be done: referred accordingly. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Mississippi, praying for an increase 
of compensation for jurors in the courts of the 
United States, in that State: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 
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Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of sundry in- 
habitants of the western part of New York, pray- 
ing thatsome measures may be taken to ascertain 
the facts and circumstances connected with an In- 
dian treaty, lately held with certain Indians in their 
vicinity : referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the following me- 
morial: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States in Congress assembled: 

The undersigned, delegates of the people of 
Pennsylvania to a convention now in session at 
the city of Philadelphia to reform the Constitution 
of the State, respecttully represent: 

That in the presenc crisis of public affairs, the 
undersigned deem it their solemn duty, as well as 
their unquestionable right, to counteract by memo- 
rial and remonstrance the false impression which 
may be made in Congress as to the will of the peo- 
ple of this State concerning their deranged mone- 
tary interests, of which will and interests the un- 
dersigned believe they enjoy as good means of be- 
ing well informed as any other representatives of 
the people of this State. 

The people, at every election since the Bank of 
the United States, first, and afterwards various 
State banks, have, by violent and improper efforts, 
been struggling to compel the community to submit 
to a banking control, euntrary to the Constitution, 
and the well understood public interest and will: 
the people have at every election chosen represen- 
talives instructed to put an end to such bank con- 
trol, and restore the authority of the people ; but 
too many of those representatives have been mis- 
Jed to sacrifice the will and interests of the people 
to those of the banks. 

Your memorialists have reason to believe that 
there are very few, whether of the people or their 
representatives, not unduly influenced by banks, 
who do not now desire that an entire separation 
should be realized between Government and all 
banks, and as speedy a restoration, as may consist 
with the general wellare, of the hard money which 
the banks have driven owt of circulation; and 
these two fundamental principles, viz: first, the total 
separation of Government from all banking opera- 
tions, and, secondly, the earliest possible restora- 
tion of permanent hard money circulation, your 
Memorialists respectfully represent to Congress as 
the will of the people of Pennsylvania. 

The object of this memorial to Congress, there- 
fore, is, that no delay may be suffered to prevent 
the accomplishment of those ends, but that forth- 
with, during the present session of Congress, the 
Senate and House of Representatives may be in- 
duced to enact such laws as, under the praisewor- 
thy recommendations of the President, which your 
memorialists believe are in perfect accordance with 
the will of the people, may, as soon as possible, 
afford relief from the present banking inconve- 
nience. 


Whereupon the undersigned, by this memorial 
and remonstrance, respectfully but earnestly re- 
quest that Congress, especially the Senators and 
Representatives of the State of Pennsylvania, will 
lose no time in accomplishing this important object. 
C. J. Ingersoll 
George M. Keim 
Wm. L. Miller 
George Shilleto 
Wn. Curl! 


Ezra 8S. Hayhurst 
Wm. Gearhart 
John J. W. Cohen 
Ephraim Banks 


Wm. Overfield 


Jas. Donagan Virgil Grenell 
James Clarke James Kennedy 
John Fulton © William Brown 
David Gilmore Geo. W. Riter 


William High 


Robt. Fleming 
Jchn Ritter 


Jos. Fry, jr. 


Thomas Weaver D. Nevin 
Saml. Cleavinger R. M. Crain 
Jabez Hyde Thomas Taggart 


Thomas Hastings 
Mark Darrah 

R. G. White 

C. Myers 

Sam]. C. Bonham 
John Foulkrod 
Abm. Helffenstein 


Alex. Magee 

Jno. B. Sterigere 
Lebbeus L. Bigelow 
John A. Gamble 
Geo. T. Crawford 
David Lyons 

Geo. W. Woodward 


ae 
————— 


Jacob Stickel 
J. R. Donnell! 
H. Gold Rogers 
Joel K. Mann 
Tobias Sellers 
Henry Sheeiz 
Jacob Krebs 
Wm. Smyth 
Geo. Smith 
PHILADELPHIA, 


John Cummin 
C. Brown 

Thos. S. Bell 
Pierce Butler 
Andrew Bedford 
A. H. Read 
Jacob Dillinger 
Hiram Payne. 


‘ehbruary 15, 1838. 


Mr. BUCHANAN, in presenting this memorial, 
said, that in pointof talents, integrity and patriotism, 
these gentlemen were equal to any other fifty-nine 
gentlemen who could be selected in Pennsylvania 
or in any other State of the Union. He had the 
pleasure of knowing them all, or nearly all, person- 
ally, and their opinion on any subject was entitled 
to the highest consideration and respect from this 
body. Besides, no gentlemen could have a better 
opportunity than they had of knowing the feelings 
and wishes of the people of Pennsylvania, in re- 
gard to the Sub-Treasury Bill, or any other ques- 
tion of public importance. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Mississippi, praying for the establish- 
ment of mail routes: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
citizens of the borough and county of Erie, similar 
to that which had been presented by his colleague. 

He said it was a subject of astonishment to him, 
that the Medical Board, in their examination of 
sites for medical hospitals, had not even noticed 
the elaims of Pittsburg and Erie. They had en- 
lirely neglected Pennsylvania. Pittsburg was at 
the head of the navigation of the Ohio. It had 
justly been called the Birmingham of America; and 
was a point from which the manufactures of that 
city and all the immense productions of the coun- 
try which centred there were scattered over the 
Southern and Western States, and yet it had been 
deemed unworthy of examination by this board. 
Next to New Orleans, he would venture to say, it 
was the most suitable point on the Western waters 
for a hospital. 

Then, as to Erie, it was the spot where the naval 
armament had been fitted out which achieved the 
brilliant victory on Lake Erie. It was, perhaps, 
the only harbor on the lake where such an arma- 
ment could be fitted out in time of war. And yet 
the memorialists state the extraordinary fact that 
Erie was “entirely overlooked, and the place itself 
not considered of an importance sufficient even to 
justify a visit of examination by the medical gen- 
tlemen who constituted the board.” It seems they 
must have passed from Buffalo to Cleaveland, 

without even paying Erie a passing visit. He 
made these remarks without any personal aim at 
these gentlemen, for he did not even know who 
they were. He trusted, however, that Congress 
would grant the citizens of these two important 
places in Pennsylvania a fair hearing. That was 
all he asked. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which had been referred the bill to cede 
the public lands to the States in which they lie on 
certain conditions, reported the same _ without 
amendment, 

Mr, CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, to which was referred the reso- 
lation directing an inquiry into the expediency of 
relinquishing to the State of Alabama her two per 
cent. fund, for the purpose of enabling the State 
to make certain roads, reported a bill for that pur- 
pose, which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported with amendments the bill.to au- 
thorize the location of certain pre-emption cer- 
tificates. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee 
on Claims was discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the petition of John Lacy. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tron, which was considered and adepted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
ceding on reasonable terms to the States in which 

*they are situate, the public lands annually inun- 
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dated by the Mississippi river, its tributaries an, 
outlets. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Lonisiana, in favor of the pre. 
emption law, for the benefit of actual settlers on 
the public lands in that State, excluding floats: read 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. , 

The bill to establish two additional land Offices 
in that part of the Territory of Wisconsin wes 
of the Mississippi, was read the third time 
passed. 

The bill providing for the reduction and gradya. 
a of the price of the public lands was taken up 
and, 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, it was postpone: 
to, and made the order of the day for Thursday 
next. 

The bill for the relief of Major Gen. Alexande; 
Macomb was taken up. 

Mr. HUBBARD suggested that the bill had bette, 
be passed over, as the Senator from Pennsylvania 
wished to address the Senate on the subject, and 
was now too near the time of taking up the specia! 
order, 

Mr. BUCHANAN explained that it was no; 
General Macomb’s bill that he wished to speak on, 
but the subject of brevet pay, which he understood 
was involved in it, on which he wished to say a 
few words. This subject of brevet pay, he said, 
would involve not one, but a great many cases 
He was ready to say what he had to say whenever 
the Senater from New Hampshire chose to take up 
the bill. 

Ona motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bill was then 
postponed, and made the order of the day for Mon. 
day next. 

The following bills were severally read the se- 
cond time and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a thir! 
reading: 

The bill for the relief of Allan A. Moore; 

The bill for the relief of Edward Burgess; 

The bill for the relief of Abraham Lansing; 

The bill for the relief of Sarah Murphy; and 

The bill for the relief of John Krepps. 

The bill for the relief of Nicholas Hedges, wa; 
read the second time and rejected. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

Mr. DAVIS then rose and resumed his untinish- 
ed remarks of yesterday, occupying the floor of the 
Senate until 34 o’clock, when, 

Mr. STRANGE intimated his intention of ad- 
dyessing the Senate on the subject, but, as it was 
then late in the day, if would, 1f no Senator desired 
tu call up the business, move an adjournment. 

Mr. WALKER then moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Executive business, 
which was agreed to, and the doors were according- 
ly closed, and, after spending a short time in secret 
session, 

The Senate adjourned. 
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and 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, March 2, 1838. 

Mr. GRENNELL of Massachusetts, and Mr. 
GRANTLAND of Georgia, were announced as 
being appointed by the Crair to fill the vacancies 
occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Brices aud 
Mr. ELaratson, on the Select Committee to investi- 
gate the causes of the death of the late Hon. Jona- 
THAN CILLEY. 

In the place of Mr. Muncensera, Mr. Craic of 
Virginia, is now chairman of the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, and Mr. Porrer was ap- 
pointed to fill up the vacancy on said committee. 

Mr. ADAMS asked the consent of the House to 
submit a motion to grant the use of the Hall on 
Tuesday evening next to Mr. Buckingham, to deli- 
ver a public introductory lecture on the subject 0! 
Egypt. 

Cbjection being made, Mr. A. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule; when the vole being 78 to 41, no 
quorum, 

Mr. BOON cailed for the yeas and nays; which 
were—yeas 92, nays 60. 

So the House refused to suspend the rule. 

Reports from committees were then called for. 

MILITARY AFFAIRS. , 
Mr. McKAY reported a bill to authorize th 
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President of the United States to accept the services 
of volunteers. Fe ; 

Mr. McKAY also gave notice that, in conse- 
quence of the situation of the country, he should 
feel it his duty, on some day next week, to ask the 
House to resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, for the purpose of consi- 
dering the bill from the Senate, and now before the 
House, to provide for an increase of the army of 
the United States. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. HOWARD reported Senate bill, and amend- 
ments, in relation to our laws of neutrality, as re- 
committed to that committee a second time, and 
moved it be laid on the table, in consequence of 
the committee having reported a separate bill on 
the same subject yesterday; which motion was 
agreed to. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG reported a bill to provide 
for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and dis- 
bursement of the public revenues. 

Mr. PATTON inquired in what way the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means obtained jurisdiction to 
report this bill? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, by the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury on the subject of the 
finances, and some dozen or more memorials in 
reference to a National Bank. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he was also directed 
by the committee to make a report on the same 
subject; but, at the request of the minority of the 
committee, it was postponed till Tuesday next. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported a bill for 
the relief of Dr. Francis Lambert. 

Also, a bill for the relief of John E. Alexande . 

COMMERCE. 

Mr. DeGRAFF reported a bill for the relief of 
Samuel Potter and James Cassedy of Wilmington, 
North Carolina, (read twice, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, on motion of Mr. 
McKay.) 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. CASEY reported a bill for the relief of 
certain settlers of the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Mr. YELL reported Senate bill, with amend- 
ments, entitled an act for the relief of sundry citi- 
zens ef Arkansas, who lost their improvements in 
consequence of the treaty between the United States 
and the Chectaw Indians. 

Mr. LINCOLN presented certain ainendments, 
which were committed with the bill, and all order- 
ed to be printed with Mr. YELUL’s report. 

Mr. CHAPMAN reported a bill for the relief of 
Daniel H. Hoe. 

POST OFFICE AND POST ROADS. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY made several unfavora- 

ble reports from this committee. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. DAWSON reported Senate bill, with amend- 
ments, entitled an Act supplementary to the act 
entitled entitled An act concerning the District of 
Columbia. 

The bill was in relation to the re-organization of 
the Orphan’s Court in the District, and had been 
reported in consequence of the incapacity of the 
present judge to fulfil the duties; and, the term 
being for life, he could not be removed. It pro- 
vided for a second judge during his life. 

The first amendment limited the term, after the 
demise of the present incumbent, to four years. 

Mr. D. moved the concurrence of the House, 
and pending its consideration, the morning hour 
expired, and the House passed to the special order, 
being the 

NEUTRALITY BILL, 
reported by the Committee on Foreign Affairs yes- 
terday, the Senate bill having been laid on the 


lable this morning. ‘This important bill was as 
follows: 


A BILL to amend an act entitled “‘An act in ad- 
dition to the act for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, and to repeal 
the acts therein mentioned,” approved twentieth 
of April, eighteen hundred and eighteen. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the several collectors, naval 
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officers, surveyors, inspectors of customs, the mar- | 
shals and deputy marshals of the United States, and 
every other officer who may be specially empow- 
ered for the purpose by the President of the United 
States, shall be, and they are hereby, respectively 
authorized and required to seize and detain any 
vessel or other means or materials which may be 
provided or prepared for any military expedition 
or enterprise, contrary to the sixth section of the 
act passed on the twentieth of April, eighteen hun- 
dred and eighteen, entitled “An act in addition to | 
the act for the punishment of certain crimes against | 
the United States, and to repeal the acts therein | 
mentioned,” and to retain possession of the same | 
until the decision of the President be had thereon, | 
or until the same shall be released as hereinafter | 
directed. 

Sec. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That the seve- | 
ral officers mentioned in the foregoing section shall 
be, and they are hereby, respectively authorized 
and required to seize any vessel or vehicle, and all 
arms or munitions of war, about to pass the fron- 
tier of the United States for any place within any 
foreign state cr colony conterminous with the Uni- 
ted States, where the character of the vessel or ve- | 
hicle and the quantity of arms and munitions, or 
other circumstances, shall furnish probable cause 
to believe that the said vessel or vehicle, arms, or 
munitions of war,are intended to be employed by 
the owner or owners thereof, or any other person 
or persons, With his or their privity, in carrying on 
any military expedition or operations within the 
territory or dominions of any foreign prince or 
State, or any colony, district, or people conter- 
minous with the United States, and with whom the 
United States are at peace, and detain the same 
until the decision of the President be had for the 
restoration of the same, or until such property 
shall be discharged by the judgment of a court of 
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competent jurisdiction: Provided, That nothing in 
this act contained be so construed as to extend 
to, or interfere with, any trade with or by the citi- 
zens of the United States to or with any parties en- 
gaged in war: which trade is now authorized either 
by treaty or the laws of nations. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the officer making any seizure under 
this act, to make application, with due diligence, 
to the district judge of the district court of the 
United States within which such seizure may be 
made, for a warrant to justify the detention of the 
property so seized, which warrant shall be granted 
only on oath or affirmation, showing that there is 
probable cause to believe that the property so 
seized is intended to be used in a manner contrary 
to the provisions of this act: and if said judge shail 
refuse to issue such warrant, or application there- 
for shall not be made by the officer making such 
seizure within a reasonable time thereafter, the said 
property shall forthwith be restored to the owner. 
But if the said judge shall be satisfied that the 
seizure was justified under the provisions of this 
act, and issue his warrant accordingly, then the 
same shall be detained by the officer so seizing 
said property, until the President shall order it 
to be restored to the owner or claimant, or until it 
shall be discharged in due course of law, on the 
petition of the claimant, as hereinafter provided. 


Sec. 4. 4nd be it further enacted, That the owner | 


or claimant of any property seized under this act, 
may file his petition in the circuit or district court 
of the United States in the district where such sei- 
zure was made, setting forth the facts in the case; 
and thereupon such court shall proceed, with all 
convenient despatch, after causing due notice to be 
given to the district attorney and officer making 
such seizure, to decide upon the said case, and 
order restoration of the property, unless it shall 
appear that the seizure was anthorized by this act: 
and the circuit and district courts shall have juris- 
diction, and are hereby vested with full power and 
authority, to try and determine all cases which may 
arise under this act; and all issues in fact arising 
under it, shall be decided by a jury in the manner 
now provided by law. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever the officer making any seizure under this act 
shall have applied for and obtained a warrant for 
the detention of the property, or the ctaimant shall 


have filed a petition for its restoration, and failed 
to obtain it, and the property so seized shall have 
been ia tis’ custody of the officer for the term of 
three calendar months from the date of such 
seizure, it shall and may be lawful for the claimant 
or owner to file with the officer a bond to the 
amount of double the value of the property so seiz- 
ed and detained, with at least two sureties, to be 
approved by the judge of the circuit or district 
court, with a condition that the property, when re- 
stored, shall not be used or employed by the owner 
or owners thereof, or by any other person or per- 
sons with his or their privity, in carrying on any 
military expedition or operations within the tern- 
tory or dominions of any foreign prince or State, 
or any colony, district, or people, conterminous 
with the United States, with whom the United 
States are at peace; and thereupon the said officer 
shall restore such property lo the owner or claimant 
thus giving bond: Provided, That such restoration 
shall not prevent seizure from being again made, 
in case there may exist fresh cause to apprehend 
a new violation of any of the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That every 
person apprehended and committed for trial, for 
ary offence against the act hereby amended, shall, 
when admitted to bail for his appearance, give 
such additional security as the judge admitting him 
to bail may require, not to violate, nor to aid in 
violating, any of the provisions of the act hereby 
amended. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That whenever 
the President of the United States shail have reason 
to believe that offences have been, or are likely to 
be, committed against the provisions of the ac, 
hereby amended, within any judicial district, it 
shall be lawful for him, in his diseretion, to direct 
the judge, marshal, and district attorney of such 
district to attend at such place within the district, 
and for such time, as he may designate, for the 
purpose of the ‘more speedy and convenient arrest 
and examination of persons charged with the vio- 
lation of the act hereby amended; and it shall be 
the duty of every such judge, or other officer, when 
any such requisition shall be received by him, to 
attend at the place aud for the time therein desig- 
nated, 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States, or 
such person as he may empower for that purpose, 
to employ such part of the land or naval forces of 
the United States, or of the militia, as shall be ne- 
cessary to prevent the violation, and to enforce the 
due execution, of this act, and the act hereby 
amended. 

Mr. HOWARD explained that this bill had been 
reported by the Committee on Foreign Affairs in 
consequence of the difficulty of amending the 
Senate’s bill in such manner as to meet the views 
of the members of the House. He trusted that this 
bill would be more acceptable, and hoped that the 
Clerk would read it by sectiens, so that the amend- 
ments, if any, might be proposed in regular erder to 
the bill. 

The first section being read, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to strike out the 
words which authorized the President to release 
goods which may be taken in certain cases. 

Mr. U. stated the reason why he moved this 
amendment to be, to prohibit the President from 
acting in a judicial capacity. 

Mr. HOWARD stated that this provision was 
introduced, because it was considered that the Pre- 
sident was the most competent judge in these cases. 
He was fully acquainted with our relations. with fo- 
reign countries, which made him more competent 
io judge in such cases than the judges of courts. 
If the matter was referred to the courts, there might 
be difference of opinion between the judges, in 
consequence of the information which was in their 
possession; but the President, having all the infor- 
mation, could decide more: understandingly and 
properly. it was a mere power to relieve property 
that had heen seized, and might be assimilated to 
the pardoning power. He trusted, therefore, that 
the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 

Kentucky would not prevail. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD replied, that if it was pro- 
posed to give this power to the President in conse- 
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quence of its being merely a pardoning power, there 
was no necessity for it, as he now had that power 
under the Constitution and laws without further le- 
gislation. His objection to the clause which he had 
moved to strike out, was, that it invested the Ex- 
ecutive with judicial powers, and powers which be- 
longed exclusively to the Judiciary depar!ment; be- 
cause it enabled him to cetermine whether or not 
an offence had been committed. He apprehended 
it would not do in this country to vest judicial 
powers in the Executive. . 

Mr. McKAY considered that it would be entirely 
improper to strike out this clause. It simply gave 
power to the Executive, in cases where property 
had been seized, to release it. The law provided 
for the seizure of property, but not for its forfeiture, 
therefore, it was proper that the President should 
have the power to release it, under certain circum- 
stances. In case this amendment prevailed, and 
the clause was struck out, goods could only be re- 
stored by the jadgment of courts; and where they 
had been seized in consequence of a violation of 
the law, there must be great delay and loss to the 
citizens in certain cases. 

The motion to-strike out was then disagreed to. 

The second section being read, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to strike out that part 
of the section which made the bill applicable only 
to conterminous territories. Mr. F. remarked that 
it might be said that there was very little danger of 
getting into any difficulty with countries which did 
not lie contiguous to the United States; but he 
thought our legislation ought to be uniform. He 
had an objection to having a Jaw passed by Con- 
gress which subjected his constituents to a rule 
which was not general, and for this reason he 
hoped his amendment might prevail. 

Mr. HOWARD remarked that it was necessary 
to shape our legislation to the circumstances in 
which we were placed. We already had laws which 
which were applicable to expeditions fitted out 
for service at sea, and against foreign countries, 
and it now became necessary to pass laws to pre- 
serve our neutrality with conterminous countries, 
and this law had been introduced to effect that ob- 
ject. He hoped the amendment would not prevail. 

Mr. HOLSEY contended that this bill was 
about to place us in the same relation to conter- 
minous countries which it did to other foreign 
countries, if it passed, and urged upon the gen- 
tieman from New York to withdraw his propo- 
sition to amend. 

Mr. FILLMORE sustained his amendment on 
the ground that the Lill created invidious distinc- 
tions, which eught never to exist in the legislation 
of any country. 


Mr. PECK called for the yeas and nays on this 
amendment; but the House refused to order them, 
and the amendment of Mr. Fittmore was dis- 
agreed to. 


Mr. EVERETT moved to strike out that clause 
which provided that the law should not interfere 
with the trade authorized to be carried on by the 
laws of the nations: lost. 

Mr. ROBINSON moved to strike out all after 
the enacting clause to line sixteen, and insert an 
amendment which he sent to the Chair, providing 
that in al! cases of seizures, affidavit should first be 
made, and a warrant issued. 

Mr. R. urged his amendment on the House, on 
the ground of the unconstitutionality of making 
seizures without due course of law, as was pro- 
posed to be done by the bill. 


Mr. PATTON replied to Mr. R. pointing to the 
third section of the bill, which provided that im- 
mediately after the seizure, a warrant should be 
obtained in due form from some judicial officer, for 
the purpose of holding the property seized. This 
he contended was all that was necessary to guard 
against the abuse of power, and he argued that if 
a warrant under oath was to be obtained before 
seizure, thatthe law would be wholly ineffectual, 
as it would in almost every instance, if not in 
every one, be evaded. 

Mr. MENIFEE then addressed the House at 
some length, in opposition to the bill, on the ground 
of its unconstitutionality. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs, 
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LEGARE, MENIFEE, MAXWELL, and UN- 
DERWOOD; when, 

Mr. CUSHMAN said, that wishing to bring the 
House to adirect vote on the question, he moved 
the previous question; which was seconded—83 to 
41, and the main question ordered withouta divi- 
sion. 

Mr. PETRIKEN asked for the yeas and nays 
on the main question, on the engrossment of the 
bill; which were ordered, and were—yeas 130,nays 
45, and the bill was read a third time and passed. 

The bill reported this morning for the relief of 
Potter and Cassedy, of Wilmington, North Caro- 
lina, was read a third time and passed. 

The bill directing the Commissioner of the Ge- 
neral Land Office to ascertain the quantity of land 
covered by grants made to Anthony Shane and 
Lewis Godfrey, in section 16, township 14, range 2 
east, in Lima district, Ohio, was read a third time 
and passed. 

The bill supplementary to the act for the relief 
of Paine and Arnold, was also read a third time 
and passed. 

Sundry bills anda joint resolution from the Senate 
were taken up, read twice, and referred to their 
appropriate standing committees. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to submit a resolution 
calling upon the Secretaries of the Treasury, War, 
and Navy, fora return of the names of pension 
agents, agencies, &c. but it was objected to. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, March 2, 1838. 
Mr. McKEAN presented a preamble and reso- 


lutions adopted by the Philadelphia Chamber of 


Commerce, on the subject of French spoliations 
committed on the property of American citizens 
anterior to 1800; which was read, ordered to be 
printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. ROANE presented the memorial of sundry 
officers of the navy, in relation to rank. The peti- 
tion states that some of the lieutenants often meet 
and are associated in the same rank with those 
who were not born when they entered the service : 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LYNN presented the petition of James M. 
White and wife, asking the passage of a law giving 
the right of pre-emption to two tracts of land in 
the State of Missouri; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that the 
frigate Raritan, now on the stocks, may be com- 
pleted: referred to the Committee on Navai Affairs. 

Mr. RIVES presented a memorial from the 
Alexandna and Falmouth Railroad Company, 
praying the aid of Congress: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of the chil- 
dren of Col. Johnson, who was killed at the battle 
of Long Island, praying arrearages of pension: 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented a petition from sun- 
dry citizens of Mount Desert, in the State of 
Maine, praying the erection of a harbor light on 
Bear Island. Also, from certain citizens of Maine, 
praying the establishment of spindles or buoys in 
Kennebec river. Beth these petitions were referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of Jo- 
seph Murdock, praying to be relieved from a cer- 


tain contract entered into by him for carrying the | 


mail: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of certain 
citizens of De Kalb, Kane, and Winnebago coun- 
ties, Illinois, praying the establishment of a mail 
route on the line of the new Sta’e road from 
McCarty’s Mills to Reckford, on Rock river: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Pest Office and Post 
Roads, 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to divide the State of Dela- 
ware into two collection districts; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

» Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 


to which was recommitted the bill for the relief of 
—" Thorpe, reported the same with an amend. 
ment. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directeq 
to cause a survey of Elizabeth river, beginnin 
at the northern debouche of the Dismal rane 
Canal and terminating at Sewell’s Point, embracin 
the harbors of Norfolk and Portsmouth, Virginia 
and the ship channel from the Roads up. 

On motion of Mr. WALL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
repealing so much of the act of 1789 as reouires 
the Secretary of State to have the acts of Congress 
recorded in books provided for that purpose. 

Mr. PRENTISS, agreeably to leave, introduced 
the following bill, which was read a second time 
and referred to the Committee on the J udiciary: 
A BILL to prohibit the giving or accepting within 

the District of Columbia, of a challenge to fighta 

duel, and for the punishment thereof. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rpresen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That if any person shall, within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, give or send, or cause to be given 
or sent to any other person, any challenge to fight 
a duel, or to engage in single combat with any 
deadly or dangerous instrument or weapon what- 
ever within or without the said District, and such 
challenge shall be accepted by the other party, and 
a meeting of the parties thereto shall be had in 
pursuance thereof, within or without the said Djs- 
trict, and either of the said parties shall be killed or 
mortally wounded iu such duel or combat, the sur- 
viving party to such challenge, and every person 
who shall aid or abet in the giving or sending, or 
causing to be given or sent, such challenge, shall 
be deemed guilty of murder, and upon conviction 
thereof in any courtcompetent to the trial thereo!, 
in the said District, shall suffer death. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall give or send, or cause to be given or 
sent, to any person in the District of Columbia, 
any chaHenge to fight a duel, or to engage in sin- 
gle combat with any deadly or dangerous instru- 
ment or weapon whatever, or if any person in said 
District shall accept any challenge to fight a duel, 
or to engage in single combat with any deadly or 
dangerous instrament or weapon whatever, or shall 
be the bearer of any such challenge, every person 
SO giving or sending, or causing to be given or 
sent, or accepting such challenge, or being the 
bearer thereof; and every person aiding or abetting 
in the giving, sending, or accepting such challenge, 
shall be deemed guilty of a high crime and misde- 
meanor, and on conviction thereof in any court 
competent to try the same in the said District, shall 
be wns by imprisonment, and confined to 
hard labor in the penitentiary for a term not ex- 
ceeding ten years, nor less than five years, in the 
discretion of the court. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That if any person 
shall assault, strike, beat or wound, or cause to be 
assaulted, stricken, beaten or wounded, any person 
in the District of Columbia, for declining or refu- 
sing to accept any challenge to fight a duel, or to 
engage in single combat with any deadly or dan- 
gérous instrument or weapon whatever, or shall 
post and publish, or cause to be posted and pub- 
lished, any writing charging any such person so 
declining or refusing to accept any such challenge, 
to be a coward, or using any other opprobrious or 
injurious language therein, tending to degrade and 
disgrace such person for so declining or refusing 
such challenge, every person so offending, on con- 
viction thereof in any court competent to the trial 
thereof, in the said District, shall be punished by 
confinement to hard labor in the penitentiary for a 
term not exceeding seven years, nor less than three 
years, in the discretion of the Court. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in ad- 
dition to the oath now prescribed by law to be ad- 
ministered to the grand jury in the District of Co- 
lumbia, they shall be sworn faithfully and impar- 
tially to inquire into, and true presentments make 
of, all offences against this act. . 

On introducing this bill, Mr. PRENTISS said 
that, entertaining the principles and sentiments he 
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did, and representing a people who acknowledge 
no code or system of law but such as is derived 
from Divine authority, or from regularly constitu- 
ted and established civil government, he felt it to be 
a duty, with which he could not dispense, to intro- 
duce this bill. In doing so, (said Mr. P.) I have 
been moved by no mere transient or fugitive feeling 
of the moment; by no mere excitement, growing 
out of avery recent and very lamentable event; 
though it is somewhat difficult, I must confess, en- 
tirely to repress or overcome the emotions which 
that event has produced. Although the event to 
which I allude has carried, as we all know it has, 
jamentation and wo unspeakable, unutterable an- 
guish and agony of heart, to an innocent and unof- 
fending family, and is fitted to awaken, here and 
every where, sensations of the deepest grief and 
sorrow; notwithstanding all this, I have nothing to 
do, nothing to say, concerning the transaction, in 
my place here. It is past and gone. We cannot 
recall the dead to life. We cannot repair the 
wrong and injury which have been done. But we 
can provide for the futare. We can do what be- 
comes us to prevent so fatal, so heart-rending an 
occurrence hereafter. 

Sir, (continued Mr. P.) in bringing in this bill, I 
have acted, as I have said, from no mere impulse of 
overwrought sensibility; from no mere tempora- 
ry excited feeling. I have been influenced by 
higher, more stable, and lasting motives; by princi- 
ples of action deeper settled, more permament and 
enduring; principles which remain the same in all 
times and under all circumstances. I am _ influ- 
enced upon principles which look upon duelling as 
acrime; as an offence against high Heaven; for- 
bidden and condemned alike by religion and mo- 
rality, by the laws of God and man. 

Sir, I might here, with no impropriety, speak of 
the spirit of insubordination and lawless violence 
which is abroad in the land, infecting and pervad- 
ing, it would seem, entire communities, threatening 
the subversion of the established institutions of the 
country, and which, if not checked and subdued, 
will, itis to be feared, sooner or later, overthrow 
all law and all government, and open the way to 
brutal anarchy and misrule, to scenes of civil strife 
and disorder, as sanguinary, as terrific, as any 
which marked the ferocious and bloody annals of 
revolutionary France. 

But, sir, my purpose is confined to a single, a 
particular object. It is to prohibit and suppress a 
practice here, which, if not stopped, must ultimate- 
ly, in addition to other deplorable consequences of 
a private and social nature, put an end to all free- 
dom of debate and action in your halls of legisla- 
tion, banish from them all just and rightful autho- 
rity, and substitute the dominion of mere brute 
force in its place. 

Mr. President, in bringing forward this measure, 
I repeat I have acted froma high sense of duty. 
The moral and religious principles in which Ihave 
been educated, and which I regard as binding upon 
me in all circumstances and situations, whether 
public or private, in which I am placed, would not 
allow me to hold a seat here, and remain inactive 
in this matter. AndI call upon Senators, upon 
grave, considerate Senators, head of families, fa- 
thers of the Jand, to interpose their authority and 
influence to stay a practice as unsuited to the en- 
lightened age in which we live, as it is revolting to 
the moral and religious feeling of the country. I 
ca]l upon them by their regard to the rising genera- 
tion, upon whom the hopes of the country rest; by 
their regard to the eternal and immutable principles 
of moral rectitude; by every consideration of jus- 
tice and humanity; by the duty they owe to God 
and their country, to give their aid and support to 
a measure demanded by the moral sense of the na- 
tion, and no less necessary to maintain freedom of 
discussion here, than it is essential to personal se- 
curity, and to the preservation of law, liberty, and 
social order. 

The following bills were severally read a third 
time and passed : 

An act for the relief of Allen R. Moore. 

An act for the relief of Edward Burgess, 

An act for the relief of Abraham Lansing. 

An act for the relief of Sarah Murphy. 

An act for the relief of John Kreps. 


oe - 


The following bills were severally read a second 
time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third -read- 
ing : 

An act for the relief of Thomas J. Lawler and 
Smith M. Miles. 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of Gen. William 
Eaton. 

Bill to provide for the uniform payment of horses 
lost in the military service of the United States. 

An act for the relief of Presley N. O’Bannon. 

An act for the relief of Eli Horton. 

An act for the relief of Benjamin Mooers. 

An act for the relief of John M. Oliver. 

An for the relief of Francis Gardiner. 

The act for ihe relief of Jonathan Davis, was, 
on motion of Mr. MORRIS, laid on the table. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The Senate then took up the Independent Trea- 
sury bill, when Mr. STRANGE rose and occupied 
the fleor until 4 o’clock in faver of the bill, and 
gave way for a motion to adjourn before he had 
concluded his argument. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, March 3, 1838. 

The first business in order, was the considera- 
tion of the Senate bill, in relation to the Orphan’s 
Court of the District of Columbia, reported yester- 
terday from the Committee on the District. 

The question pending, was on making the dura- 
tion of appointments for four years, reported as 
an amendment by Mr. Dawson, from the Com- 
mittee on the District. 

This amendment was briefly opposed by Messrs. 
PATTON and MERCER, and supported Messrs. 
PETRIKEN and DAWSON, when Mr. D. to 
meet the objection, moved that the operation of 
the act itself should-be limited to four years, after 
which Congress might reject or approve of the 
other proposition. This was briefly opposed by 
Mr. Patron, when, on motion of Mr. Dawson, the 
further consideration of the bill was postponed till 
‘Tuesday next. 

|The objection to the amendment was based on 
the ground that the authority of Congress to legis- 
late on this matter was derived from the Constitu- 
tion, under which all judges were appointed during 
good behavior, and that this was a United States 
court, and should be governed by that provision. 
To this it was replied, that the court was antecedent 
to the Constitution, having been originally organized 
under the laws of Maryland, prior to the cession 
of the District, and Congress, as the local legisla- 
ture of the District, was not restricted by that 
clause of the Constitution. | 

Reports from committees were then called for. 


JUDICIARY. 

Mr. THOMAS reported the Senate bill to pre- 
vent the counterfeiting of gold, silver and copper 
coin. 

On motion of Mr. CORWIN the bill to change 
the time of holding the Circuit Courts of the United 
States, for the seventh circuit, on the Speaker's ta- 
ble, was recommitted to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. MORGAN reported a bill for the relief of 
Letitia Crane. 

ROADS AND €ANALS. 

Mr. MERCER reported a bill giving the assent 
of Congress to the amendatory act of the General 
Assembly of the State of Virginia, incorporating 
the Falmouth and Alexandria Railroad Company, 
which was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing on Monday. 

POST OFFICES AND POST ROADS. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY made unfavorable reports 
on the petition of the Clerks in the General Post 
Office, praying additional compensation; on the pe- 
tition of William Walker; and on that of William 
Cater; which were severally laid on the table. 


SCHOOL LANDS. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour 
then came us, being the resclution of Mr. JOHN- 
SON of Maryland, proposing to set apart, for the 
benefit of all the States of the Union, a certain 
quantity of public land. 


Mr. J. continued his remarks ull the expiration 
of the morning hour, when 

The CHAIR announced the private orders. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he hoped he would 
have the assent of the chairman of the Committee 
of Claims, and the leave of the House, for a sus- 
pension of the private bills, in order to go on with 
the appropriation bills; and he made that motion 
accordingly. 

The CHAIR was about dividing the House; 
when, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 121, 
nays 36. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The CHAIR laid before the House the following 
communications: 

1. From the Secretary of War, an additional 
report, in answer to the resolution of the 11th of 
October last, transmitting certain correspondence 
not heretofore transmitted with General Jesup, ac- 
cidentally omitted in the report thereof heretofore 
made to the House. 

On motion of Mr. M’KAY: laid on the table. 

2. From the Secretary of War, in answer to a 
resolution of the House of the 2d Jaly, 1836, re- 
requiring testimony to be taken, and statements to be 
made to the House, respecting the claim of John 
Jones, for work done on Pea Patch Island. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

PENSION BILL. 

The House then took up the * bill making ap- 
propriations for the payment of Revolutionary and 
other pensioners of the United States, for the year 
1538,” the question being on its engrossment. 

Mr. CURTIS then reiterated his charges in rela- 
toin to the use of the balances in their hands by 
the pension agents. 

The debat. was further continued on the same 
side by Mr. CHAMBERS. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, and expressed the 
hope that the two gentlemen would keep in mind 
their sound and convincing arguments against bank 
agencies; and when the bill came up, which he had 
the honor to report yesterday, to dispense with all 
bank agencies in the management of the public 
revenues, give it their hearty assent. Mr. C. en- 
tered into a variety of statements on the subject. 
He suggested a remedy, and the only one. The 
large balances said to be in the hands of pension 
agefts, grew out of the accumulation of past 
pensions remaining unclaimed, and a law should 
be passed providing for their being returned to 
the Treasary after they had been unclaimed for 
twelve months. As a member of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, he should do his best to secure 
the introduction and adoption of such a remedy. 
Mr. C. also sent to the Clerk’s table, to be read to 
the House, a number ef letters from agents to the 
Commissioner, which went to establish the position 
he had taken, and to show that the money was not 
used by the agents individually, but by the banks 
in which the money was deposited. 

Mr. CUSHMAN said he had heard no objection 
made against this bill, but all seemed to concur in 
the necessity vf its passage. 

Mr. BELL. But not to the whole amount. 

Mr. CUSHMAN had, nevertheless, heard no 
argument against the necessity of its passage. Mr. 
C. then went onto reply to Mr. Cuaris, and in 
vindication of Gov. Hill. 


Mr. HAYNES said he had devoted to this dis- 
cussion all the attention which the state of his 
health would permit. He had been gratified by 
the course of the discussion, and agreed entirely 
with those who objected to the use of the public 
money by officers and agents to whom it was com- 
mitted. : 

From the manner in which the debate had been 
conducted by some gentlemen, it would seem that 
Solomon was far less wise -than mankind had gen- 
erally considered him, and that those who objected 
to the use of the public money by pension agents, 
had indeed discovered something new under the 
sun. But he had risen, in part, for the purpose of 
stating that the faet is not so. “ That ever since the 
public money was taken out of the hands of the 
























































officers of the Government, it had been used by 
the agents to whom it had been entrasted. 

The use of the public money by pension agents 
was not, therefore, an exception to the general 
practice. The custodiar of the public money had 
had the use of the public money ever since the 
change of custody to banks from the officers of the 
Governinent. To show that the agents of the Go- 
vernment have been compensated by the use of the 
public money, it was only necessary to refer to the 
amount of public money in the custody of the Uni- 
ted States Bank for fifteen years, from 1818 
to 1832, during which period the average amount 
was near seven millions of dollars—not less than 
six millions six or seven hundred thousand dollars. 
At an interest of five per cent. per annum, less 
than the interest required on loans by any bank 
within his knowledge, the compensation upon the 
use of this amount of the public money would 
be about five millions of dollars. There was no 
complaint then, there is none now, to such use of 
the public monev by the Bank of the United States, 
by those who so strongly object to its use by pension 
agents. 

He agreed most heartily with those who objected 
to this practice, and warned gentlemen who should 
not vote forthe Treasury bill referred to by the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
that they would be confronted by their own argu- 
ment. For his part he was for cutting up the abuse 
entirely and forever, by no longer permitting the 
use of the public money by those to whose care it 
might be committed. He hoped, when the Treasu- 
ry bill should be taken up, he should find gentle- 
men who are opposed to permitting pension agents 
to use the public money, standing side by side with 
him, and that they would, as he should, show their 
faith by their works. 

The debate was further continued by Mr. MAR- 
VIN, when 

Mr. TAYLOR said that having heard no objec- 
tion to this bill, it could be nothing more than a 
waste of time to be discussing matters which were 
unconnected with il, and which had better be dis- 
cussed on some other and more fitting occasion 
than on the appropriation bill to pay the old pen- 
sioners. 

The House seconded the demand for the pre- 
vious question—65 to 63. 

Mr. REED called for the yeas and nays on or- 
dering the main question; and pending the Chair 
ascertaining if they were ordered, 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved that the House ad- 
jyourn. 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays, but 
they were not ordered; and the motion to adjourn 
being taken by tellers, resulted—ayes 71, noes 70, 
the CHAIR, under the ninth rule, voting in the 
negative, the motion to adjourn was lost. 

The question then recurring on ordering the 
yeas and nays, they were refused, and the main 
question ordered without a division; and on that 
question, being on the third reading of the bill— 

Mr. 'TURNEY called for the yeas and nays, but 
they were not ordered, and the bill was then read a 
third time and passed without a division. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Saturpay, March 3, 1838. 

Mr. LINN presented a petition signed by many 
members of the Western Academy of Natural Sci- 
ences, situated at St. Louis, Missouri, asking an 
appropriation to enable them more widely to extend 
the usefulness of said Academy: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial and remon- 
strance of sundry citizens of Illinois, on the subject 
of a mail route: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Henry Gates, praying in- 
demnity for Indian depredations: referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of Nancy, Sally, and Betsy 
Contraman, praying the passage of a law autho- 
rizing the location of certain Indian reservations: 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of the 
teachers of French and Drawing at the Military Aca- 
demy, West Point, praying for increase of salary: 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Michigan, praying for the establishment 
of a new post route: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of Isa- 
bella Truxton, widow of Lieut. Payne of the reve- 
nue service of the United States, praying to be 
placed on the naval pension list, for reasons set 
forth in the petition: referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
Thomas H. Boyd, moved to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof; which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. KING gave notice that he would, on Mon- 
day next, ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief 
of the heirs of John Brahan, deceased. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to report to the Senate as follows : 

1. The whole number of acres of land that have 
been granted to the State of Indiana for all pur- 
poses. 

2. The number of acres of land that have been 
granted to the State of Indiana under the provi- 
sions of the act of 2d March, 1827, confirming the 
provisions of the second article of the treaty of 
16th October, 1826, between the commissioners of 
the United States and the Pottawatamie tribe of 
Indians. 

3. The number of acres of land that were grant- 
ed to the State of Indiana under the provisiens of 
the act ef 2d March, 1827, as the same have been 
located. 


4. What portion of the lands granted to the 
State of Indiana by the act of 2d March, 1827, lie 
in the State of Ohio, and have been received by 
that State. 


Several bills from the House of Representatives 
were read twice, and referred to appropriate com- 
mittees. 


The neutrality bill, that yesterday passed the 
House, was read twice, and, on motion of Mr. 
BUCHANAN, referred to the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of General 
William Eaton. 

The bill to provide for the uniform payment for 
horses lost in the military service of the United 
States. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas J. Lawler and 
Smith M. Miles. 

The bill for the relief of Presley N. O'Bannon. 

The bill for the relief of Francis Gardner. 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Moore. 

The bill for the relief of Eli Horton. 

The bill for the relief of John M. Oliver. 

The following bills were severally read the se- 
cond time and considered as in the Committee of 
the Whole, and ordered to a third reading: 

The bill for the relief of Jonathan Davis; 

The bill for the relief of Mary A. Patrick; and 

The bill for the relief of Philip Riviere and his 
legal representatives. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the Independent Treasury bill; when 


Mr. STRANGE took the floor in continuation 
of his speech, commenced yesterday, and spoke 
until two o’clock; when 


Mr. MERRICK intimated his intention of ad- 
dressing the Senate on the subject at its next ses- 
sion. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 
Executive business; after which, 

It adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Mownpay, March 5, 1838. 

This day, by a rule of the House, being resoly. 
tion day, the Speaker proceeded to call the States 
commencing at Wisconsin Territory. 7 

WISCONSIN. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of autho. 
rizing the Territory of Wisconsin to take the census 
and to adopt a constitution preparatory to being ad. 
mitted into the Union. 

FLORIDA. 

On motion of Mr. DOWNING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Territories 
be instructed to inquire into the expeciency of re- 
organizing the Legislative council of Florida Terrj- 
tory, So as togive another branch to said council 
to be called a Senate. 

MICHIGAN. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a Surveyor General's Office for the 
State of Michigan. 

ARKANSAS. 

On motion of Mr. YELL, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instracted to inquire into the propriety of extend- 
ing the time of tocating the Lovely Donation claims 
in Arkansas. 

MISSOURI. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to inform this House what amount of money, if 
any, has been expended under any act or acts of 
Congress making appropriations for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Missouri river. Also, 
whether the larger snag boats now in the service 
of the Government could not, at periods of the 
year when not employed on the Lower Mississippi, 
be transferred to the Missouri river with advantage 
to the public interest; and if so, to submit an esti- 
mate of the cost of working them while on that 
service. 

On motion of Mr. HARRISON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House what progress has been 
made in laying out and establishing a military road 
on the frontiers of Missouri and Arkansas, and of 
constructing military posts on the same, specifying 
particularly, under the provisions of the act of July 
2d, 1836, at what time the work was first com- 
menced; how much of said road has been surveyed, 
if any; how much cleared out and constructed, if 
any; at what period since the passage of the act the 
work, if any, was done; what fortifications, if any, 
have been construcied along said road; what 
amount of the appropriation has been expended, if 
any, in carrying into effect the provisions of said 
act; what number of the troops of the United 
States, if any, have been employed in the construc- 
tion of said road and military posts; and, if none 
have been so employed, what “ other laborers,” if 
any, has been procured to execute said work; how 
many sets of commissioners have been engaged in 
surveying said road; if more than one, what cause 
operated to produce the additional number; and in 
the event that said road and military posts have 
not been surveyed, cleared out and constructed, as 
required by said act, to state specifically the causes 
of the delay. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, 

Resolved, That the Cominittee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
creating an additional land district in the north- 
western part of the State of Missouri, so as to em- 
brace within the limits of said land district what is 
usually called the Plot country, recently annexed to 
said State. 


ALABAMA. 

On motion of Mr. MARTIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Co- 
lumbus, Mississippi, by Mill Post and Bay Spring, 
to Fayetteville, Alabama. 

Mr. LAWLER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies over by the rules: 





